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Giving it away, twice 


SCOTT HARRIS 
/[ SCOTT@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Harper government of attempting to 
dump publicly owned assets for ideo- 
logical reasons. The report is especially 
alarming in light of the government's 
announcement last week that it would 
be selling off the Candu reactor busi- 
ness of AECL—one of the assets listed 
in the review—to private investors 

With this year's deficit now projected 
to reach a whopping $50 billion, in- 
cluding government handouts to a dy- 
ing automaker now at over $13 billion, 
one can understand why Finance Min- 
ister Jim Flaherty might be flipping 
over pretty much every couch cushion 
he can find, and the federal budget is 
counting on the asset review and the 
resulting sales to raise $4 billion to 
avoid the deficit growing even larger. 

Under questioning in the House of 
Commons, Flaherty defended the review 
and said there would be no “fire sale” of 
assets, including that the CBC was safe 
from review for this year. But with Ste- 
phen Harper's longstanding derision for 
the CBC and the lessons of the economic 
meltdown clearly lost on the Conserva- 
tives, Canadians should be much more 
vigilant in keeping an eye on what the 
government is trying to unload to make 
a quick buck. Privatization is only an 
easy street in one direction. W 


t seems ironic that at almost the 

same moment the government of 
Canada was committing an additional 
$7.1 billion to join Ontario the United 
States as owners of flailing auto giant 
GM—money Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper admits will likely never be 
repaid, making “loan” a bit of an odd 
thing to call it—a government fis- 
cal update obtained under a freedom 
of information request revealed the 
Harper Conservatives have a broad 
swath of Crown corporations under 
review for potential privatization. 

The update reveals the Department 
of Finance is looking at a number of 
Crown corporations which are “not 
self-sustaining” and could be sold offin 
the future as part of the federal govern- 
ment's Crown asset review, which was 
announced last November. Nine Crown 
corporations are identified, including 
the CBC, Via Rail, Atomic Energy of 
Canada Ltd. (AECL) and the National 
Arts Centre. 

Opposition parties and groups like 
Friends of Canadian Broadcasting 
jumped on the report, accusing the 
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The Edmonton Sun 
Barrett DeLaBarre, Alan Ching, Raul Gurdian, Dale Steink, 
Bob Riley, Wally Yanish 


: NORWAY AND THE DAMAGE DONE 


: I grow weary of the wonderful Norwe- 
: gians being trotted out as an example 
: of a socially responsible group for 
: removing Barrick Gold from their in- 
: vestment portfolio ("A step forward on 
: corporate social responsibility,” May 
> 28 -Jun 3, 2009). The pot is calling the 
> kettle black. From the January 22, 2009 
: issue of the Economist magazine: 


"Yet for all its environmental piety, Norway 


: is also a prodigious polluter. Its greenhouse- 
= gas emissions have grown 15 percent since 
: it adopted the carbon tax. They are still ris- 
> ing, and are likely to continue to do so until 
: 2012, according to Mr. Stoltenberg. As it is, 
: Norway spews out more emissions per head 


han many other countries in Europe. And, 


> in the eyes of many environmentolists, these 
? statistics understate the damage Norway 
: js doing to the atmosphere. It is the world's 
: third-biggest exporter of gas and fourth-big- 
: gest exporter of oil The process of extract- 
= jing these fuels from below the North Sea 
: releases some greenhouse gases within Nor- 
> way itself. But when the oil and gas Norway 
£ exports are burned abroad, they generate far 
> more emissions. 


When the government says Norway will 


> be carbon neutral by 2030, it is taking only 
: domestic emissions into account, not the 
: much larger amount embedded in its hydro- 


carbon exports. By contrast, it does intend 


seas towards the goal of carbon neutrality. 
Those offsets will be paid for in part with 
revenue from oil and gas. In short, Norway 
is profiting handsomely at the planet's ex- 
pense, while spending a small share of the 
proceeds on projects to reverse a fraction of 
the damage done." 

Don't believe the hype. 
lain Allen, P. Geo. 
Global Spatial Data Systems Coordinator, 
Barrick Gold Corp. 


HOW | REMEMBER IT IS... 


After many years of living in Kelowna, 
jast night while having dinner and wine 
with a old friend from Winnipeg, she 
brought to my attention your old story 
posted on your website on the High- 
level Diner ("Beg, borrow and feel,” Nov 
6 - Nov 12, 2008). 

Your story used the celebration of High- 
level Diner's 26 years, which was pleasing 
to see, but in it you quoted the telling by 
Kim Franklin of the hows and whos of the 
origins of the Diner those many years ago. 
Her depiction, I must say, was less then full 
representation of events. 

The group of dumb and crazy guys 
she referred to were not the creative 
and motivating force behind Highlevel 
Diner. Kim was there, along with even- 
tually 25 other shareholders who were 
all approached and persuaded to either 


was to become Highlevel Diner. 

The seminal idea, leg work, negotie- 
tions, interior design, menu creation 
and subsequent running of the opera- 
tion was not this group of crazy guys 
but rather the singular effort of Jon 
Peter Christoff, a third-generation food 
service family from Toronto recently 
arrived to what was then the barren 
restaurant scene in Edmonton. 

Over time, with the willingness of 
whom was to become a good friend, 
landlord Pat Turner, I also created the 
Sugar Bowls and Café Bijou. 

Kim was recruited to work in the diner, 
as were many other shareholders at the 
time. She was, I will say, very good at her 
job, but so were many others because of 
the tone that was set by me. Abel, who 
now owns the Sugar Bowl (along with 
other establishments), was my bus boy 
(the best I ever hired) for many years. 

The loose interpretation given by Kim 
of the Diner's beginnings does not do 
the history of Edmonton's most iconic 
eating establishment and particularly 
me any real justice, so ! felt moved to 
set the record straight. 

Lam sure maybe a small thing to oth- 
ers, but after all these years please re- 
alizes that every artist, of which I con- 
sider myself, wants to be credited for 
their creation. 

Jon Peter 
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Spreading the green around 


Innovative project aims to make eco-friendly housing more accessible 


SCOTT HARRIS 
J[ SCOTT@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Cee ete mae ea 
ere’s the predicament: you're a 
-minded Edmontonian who 

owns an older home with bad windows, 
an old, creaky furnace and high power 
pills. You know that retrofitting your 
house to make it more energy efficient 


will significantly reduce your personal ~ 


carbon emissions while at the same 
time saving you Money on your month- 
ly utility bills, but you just don't have the 
money up front to get the work done. Or 
you're confused when you try to navi- 
gate the maze of different incentives for 
home retrofits offered by the various 
levels of government. Or you've decided 
to upgrade your house, but find yourself 
stymied when it comes to finding the 
right contractors for the job. 

It's barriers like these that stop most 
homeowners in the city from upgrading 
their home and significantly reducing 
their own greenhouse gas emissions— 
it's estimated that a third to half of Ca- 
nadians' personal carbon emissions are 
from their homes—despite the smorgas- 
bord of recent government incentives 
offered to encourage green retrofits. 

But the Greater Edmonton Alliance 
(GEA), a grassroots coalition of about 30 
community organizations, faith groups, 
unions and small businesses, has recent- 
ly launched a project called Sustainable 
Works which it hopes will kickstart 
energy-saving retrofits in the city, and 
atthe same time create hundreds of new 
jobs in the emerging green economy. 

"The main aims of Sustainable Works 
are three points,” explains Omar Yaqub, 
GEA's Sustainable Works director. "The 
first is creating green-collar jobs, the 
second is making utilities more afford- 
able and the third is reducing our car- 
bon footprint. How do we make those 
things happen? The key to unlocking 
these three things is eco-refits, not done 
by an individual, but at a community 
level—working with unions, working 
with church groups, working with com- 
munity organizations to really organize 
neighbourhoods rather than just indi- 
vidual houses and one-offs. By so doing 
we really unlock the potential of work- 
ing together and we get benefits from 
better purchasing.” 

The idea is that GEA, through its net- 
work of community groups, will orga- 
nize a number of homeowners ina given 
community who are interested in having 
retrofits done on their houses and con- 
nect them all with pre-screened energy 
auditors and multi-trade contractors 
who can carry out all the work required. 
Because GEA plans to deliver a number 


of houses located near one another as 
a single contract, they can negotiate 
preferential pricing with contractors 
and bulk buy things like windows and 
furnaces, further driving down the cost 
of the upgrades. GEA project managers 
also do the work of pooling and applying 
for the various government incentives 
and grants available to homeowners, 
and carry out quality-assurance checks 
on the work at the end of the process, 
streamlining what is now a daunting 
process for homeowners. 

"If you're going to retrofit your house 
you've got to get an audit, you've got to 
interpret that audit, you've got to plione 
this contractor, this contractor, this 
contractor, you've got to figure out a 
way to pay for it and you've got to figure 
out whether you actually get a savings 
on your bills, a return on that up-front 
capital layout,” explains Michael Wal- 
ters, GEA's lead organizer. "It's pretty 
complex; that's why most people don't 


- do it. So what Sustainable Works does 


is put that all together, so it's like one- 
stop shopping.” 

In return for being given the oppor- 
tunity to bid on these large-scale work 
orders, contractors are required to pay 
workers a living wage and offer job op- 
portunities to marginalized groups, 
such as youth and recent immigrants, 
something Walters says he's heard over 
and over again is desperately needed in 
the communities GEA works with. 

"We pre-qualify these contractors 
based on [those criteria]," Walters says. 
"The big underlying principle behind 
all this is shifting away from this myth 
of individual consumption to doing 


. things as a community. The trade-off 


for the contractors is that if they want 
this work they've got to take these ap- 
prentices and give them opportunities 
to get into good jobs.” ’ 


The final piece of the puzzle, says Yaqub, 
is removing the up-front financial bar- 
rier faced by families. 

"The biggest thing for most people is 
the capital outlay costs. Everyone can 
agree that it makes alot ofsense to putin 
that new furnace, but they say, I'd really 
love to, but I just don't have the money 
to plunk down right now.’ Even though 
you know it’s going to pay for itself in 
three to four years, a lot of people resist 
doing it because they don't have enough 
money up front,” he says. "And this is 
especially a big concern for people living 
at the margins, for people in affordable 
housing, the people who would benefit 
the most from having an extra $100 in 
their pocket: they're the ones who aren't 
able to take advantage of it because they 
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LET'S BUILD SOMETHING TOGETHER >> Michael Walters of the Greater Edmonton Alli 


Sustainable Works organizers //mike Thomas 


don't have that $3000 to put up.” 

To get over that hurdle, Yaqub says 
GEA plans to negotiate with financial 
institutions and utility providers to 
completely remove the up-front costs 
from the process by allowing hom- 
eowners to pay off the cost of the up- 
grades through their monthly power 
bills. Partner financial institutions 
would offer low-interest loans to pay 
for the renovations at the outset, and 
homeowners would continue to pay 
their utility bills at pre-retrofit levels, 
with utility companies passing the dif 
ference back to the financial institution 
until the balance of the loan is paid off, 
at which time the family’s utility bills 
drop and the money is freed up to lend 
to another house and so on. 

"We have something where there's a 
well understood, appreciable payoff— 
you know that over a few years this will 
pay for itself—you know that there's a 
house—there's a tangible asset to tie it 
to—and you know that it'll benefit the 
environment, so there's a lot of really 
good reasons for organizations to get in- 
volved in the financing part of this.” 

GEA estimates that the average retrofit 
will cost between $15 000 and $20 000, 
with a five- to seven-year payoff period, 
but as power costs rise the time needed 
to pay off the loan shrinks. Walters says 
a rotating fund of roughly $25 million, 
which could come from either financial 
institutions or government funding, will 
likely be required for the project. 


At least that's the plan. While Sustain- 
able Works is based on similar proj- 
ects.in Washington State—which have 
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alone, with plans to do another 2400 in 
the coming year thanks to a recent state 
bill that will give the program $34 mil- 
lion in funding—the project in Edmon- 
ton is only in the pilot phase 

GEA has already negotiated reduced 
rates for energy audits and has secured 
the support of a number of provincial 
unions for the program. Fifteen houses 
in Edmonton, including seven afford- 
able housing units provided by E4C and 
achurch, are currently undergoing ener- 
gy audits through the program and will 
start retrofits next month. A grassroots 
training session on May 30 trained over 
50 volunteers who will now go into their 
communities to talk about the program, 
with the goal of securing pledges from 
500 homeowners who agree to have en- 
ergy audits and retrofits done under the 
Sustainable Works banner. 

Walters says successfully carrying out 
the pilot projects this summer and dem- 
onstrating that GEA has the capacity to 
organize and deliver a large number of 
homes wanting retrofits are in prepara- 
tion fora November assembly which will 
bring together financial institutions, 
utility companies and governments to 
sign onto the program. 

"When we can work together and get 
500 people pledging for an audit, get- 
ting a neighbourhood pledging to do 
refits, that’s when we really realize these 
untapped savings,” adds Yaqub. “That's 
when we can make demands of govern- 
ments or demands of utilities, when we 
all speak up.” 

While Sustainable Works is still in 
its infancy, the potential impacts are 


ance leads a training session for 


complete 500 retrofits in 2010 and 
2500 more homes in 2011, similar to the 
number planned this year in the Pacific 
Northwest, which have shown impres- 
sive results. 

"In Spokane—and this is a fifth the size 
of Edmonton—they’ve created about 
170 new jobs, 60 apprenticeship posi- 


tions, they've eliminated about 10 000 
tonnes of carbon emissions,” Yaqub 
says. “They've enabled about $15 million 


in mew construction and they've saved 
about $3 million in utility bills for the 
families in their first year.” 

More important than the numbers, 
Walters says, is the potential to give a far 
more diverse cross-section of Edmonto- 
nians the opportunity to benefit—both 
in job opportunities and in reducing 
their energy consumption—from a less 
carbon-intensive lifestyle 

"In the current system nobody really 
has any power whatsoever over utility 
companies. When you get your bill you 
can't phone them up and negotiate with 
them, you just have to pay it or they're 
going to cut you off. What we're trying to 
create is a more community-congruent 
system where you have some power just 
by needing less," Walters says. "We use 
the term ‘eco-equity’ because, like local 
food, retrofits are a middle- and upper- 
class game. If you don't have any money 
you can't participate. So this removes 
that barrier. So many of the pilots are be- 
ing done on affordable housing projects 
and the working poor and the working- 
class families that can't afford to lay out 
the money up front. So it brings energy 
efficiency to the poor.” W 
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CITY // MUNICIPAL ELECTION RULES 
Good for the goose, 
not for the gander 


Critics charge bias, hypocrisy in 
new rules on municipal elections 


EPCOR THE NEXTFEST ARTS COMPANY 


SAMANTHA POWER shared some of McGowan's concerns 
Hf SAMANTHA@VUEWEEKLY.COM "You are putting rules in place 
F a which I believe have merit, but then 
unicipal elections in Alberta applying them differently to two dif 
may become more transparent ferent groups," Notley said, addi 
with the passage of a provincial bill that the new rules will make it di 
which restricts the amount of money cult for unions when it comes to de 
candidates at the local level willbe al-  ciding which candidate's campaign «: 
lowed to raise and who they can raise support. "To suggest that local is pai 
it from, but not everyoneishappywith of the same local with a completel 
the changes. different employer somewhere e| 
Bill 203, which passed third reading in the province where they've nev. 
on May 23, limits campaign donations discussed the merits of that parti 
from any one organization to $5000 lar candidate they can't coordina‘ 
per candidate, defines the types of whether it's better to give to Candi 
organizations that can donate and date A in Edmonton or Candidate F 
requires candidates to disclose alldo- _in Calgary, that is, think, an onero. 
nors who contribute more than $500. __ position to put these locals into." 
Italso requires that campaignsurplus- - Municipal candidates do not of 
es must be carried forward tothenext receive individual donations upw 
election, andifnotusedforre-election of $5000, but mayoral races in Cal 
; be put toward the municipality ora gary and Edmonton can be competi 


registered charity. tive contests running up high bil! 
"We're not asking municipal candi- Edmonton Mayor Stephen Mande! 
fe ‘ dates to do anything not required ofus for example, had a dozen donors o 
provincially," according toJeffJohnson, the $5000 limit in the last election 
the Conservative MLA for Athabasca- But Johnson believes the bill wor 
Redwater, who sponsored the bill. have a major impact on municipa 
While the bill in itselfis a step for- races given how rare large-sum dona 
\ ward for transparency—as many city _ tions are. 
councilors, union representatives "We looked at the number and ; 
and opposition parties have stated— of donations received and very few 
union representatives are worried candidates were receiving donation: 
the limitation on organizational above $5000," he says. “What it d 
ie contributions might show a bias in do is clarify donations to the public 
d favour of corporate donations. and prevent undue influence." 


"It would be a lot easier for busi- But Larry Booi, the chair of Publi 
& nesses to get around the $5000 Interest Alberta's Democracy Task 
limit,” explains Gil McGowan, the force, which has for years called for 
president of the Alberta Federation campaign finance reform, says if the 
of Labour. "A union such as CUPE province is serious about preventing 
! which represents a number of civic such influence it should start in its 
service workers would be limited to own backyard. 
a $5000 contribution, even though "It's hypocrisy," Booi says. "We'1e 
they represent a number of differ- saying if it's a good idea to ensure 
ent locals. A business could donate democracy at a municipal level and 
through several different corporate in third party donations and adver- 
entities according to the definitions  tising, why not clean up your own 
laid out." act? There was a lot of concern with 
McGowan says he's worriedaboutthe _ the way the last Conservative leader- 
impact a business advantage may have ship contest was run with very little 
on the next race for the mayor's seat. in the way of accountability and re 
"Mayoral elections are big-time po- _strictions on leadership donations 
litical events that require significant Look at the federal rules, which limit 
budgets and so the legislation will donations to leadership campaigns 
have a big impact on the way mayoral at $1100. It establishes that parties 
campaigns arerun,"heargues. "Ifthe are not democracy-free zones, there 
rules aren't tightened up to the busi- are laws to ensure transparency ane 
nessandcorporatesector,thisbillmay the public good.” r 
do the opposite of what it purports to Although the provincial rules for 
want to do; we may inadvertentlyend contributions to individual cam- 
up making it easier for businesses to paigns are the same as those ap- 
influence government.” proved in Bill 203, Booi maintains the 
McGowan suggests the provincial gov- _ province failed to recognize an oppor” 
ernment might actuaily have a specific tunity to limit themselves. 
interest in restricting contributionsfrom © "The big problems were not here. If 
unions and non-profit organizations. this were a part of a comprehensive 
| ' "Traditionally, progressive groups approach to make campaign finance 
have been a lot more successful elect- more democratic you'd probably have 
: ing candidates municipally andthisbill people finding these things reason- 
E PC am R ; may work to support more conservative able, but when you're telling unions 
= candidates municipally,” he suggests. they're restricted but you don't put 
isi . ™ : any rules on yourself and in your own 
vue *" ged iN mon A} c? Speaking to the bill during debate in leadership contest and party then it 
the legislature, NDPMLA RachelNotley —_ looks like hypocrisy." Vv 


ee 
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and relatives suf- 
otherapy and not survive, 
{im passionate about defending alter- 


Karri S 


F surgery. A stay in the intensive 
ved, then a long, slow con- 
e at home. “In the months to fol- 

r really felt like | bounced back,” 
e says. ‘just had no energy.” Her ob-gyn 
was at a loss, so she went on a quest for 
a bn might be able to help. She 
got teste for rheumatoid arthritis, Lyme 
disease, Rocky Mountain spotted fever, 
mononucleosis. Everything was inconclu: 
sive, and she was prescribed Prozac 

In June of 1996, she finally saw a hematol- 


iow, Ine 


blood work. T-cell count: 29; viral load: 


out a will and get her affairs in order. 
She reacted with the expected shock. 


} seemed to stop, everything seemed a 


futives in medicine. Which is how | met : 


hundred miles away,” she told me. 


figure out was how | could pos- 
sibly have contracted HIV. | 
was low-risk in every way, in a 
monogamous relationship, and 


in high school and college.” 

Neither her children, nor her 
husband, with whom she'd always 
had unprotected sex, tested positive, 


: something for which she was extremely 


‘Stokely. : 
jn 1995, a week after the C-section that ; thankful She started immediately on 


her second child, she got very : 
bie ind septic shock as a com- 


3TC and Sustiva for another six. 
Within months, insomnia, painful jumpy 


“legs, muscle cramps, hair loss, nausea, 


vomiting, fatigue and headaches were her 
constant companions. "| was 29 at the 


be at the park with the kids, and would 


hree years on medications | started get- 


: ting migraines too, a couple of times a 


: month. They kept me in bed for days at a 
ogist, who suspected liver disease, but also : 


did an HIV test, just to cover all the bases. : 
It came back positive. She was sent to an : 
infectious disease specialist, who ran more : 


time, vomiting.” 


like someone with advanced AIDS. And 
then, completely by accident, her hus- 


: band Joe came across Robin Scovill’s 
58 000; diagnosis: AIDS. She was told : 


she'd be lucky to have six months, to make : 


film The Other Side of AIDS. He felt 
compelled to watch, and then do some 


> reading. Karri was skeptical “I told him 
: it sounds kind of odd, but sure, I'll look,” 
"| could hear my husband crying, time : 


she remembers, “and then | got drawn in, 


10204 - 107th Avenue « 780.423.4448 » edmonton@long- 


: started reading everything | could get my 


u : hands on about the topic.” 
ft was surreal. What | couldn't = 


And then she went off the medica- 


: tions that her doctor said were her only 
: chance at postponing death. Her T-cell 
= counts dropped again, her viral load went 
= up, she felt horrible, and her doctor was 
had had only a few boyfriends = angry with her. “l assumed that my symp- 
= toms at that point were detox or with- 
: drawal effects, but | had moments when | 
= wondered if 'd done the right thing going 
: off my medication. But my husband was 
= very supportive, and we were convinced 


: I'd get through somehow.” 
an AIDS cocktail: AZT, 3TC, Crixivan and : 


Bactrim for about five years; then AZT, : who understood immune deficiency holis- 


: tically, one who understood the immune 
i stress introduced with the many health 
: interventions she'd experienced—surgery, 
: anesthetic, antibiotics, years of medica- 
: tions and withdrawal from medications 
ime,” she says. "Nothing really helped. |'d : are all known to cause immune suppres- 


: sion whether HIV is present or not. 
> tell my friends | was feeling pretty good, : 


= then go throw up in the bushes. The last = 


She had found a naturopathic doctor 


Off her cocktail of medications for over 
two years now, and having been out run- 


= ning earlier that morning, she says she’s 
: feeling great. “I haven't had a headache 
: since that awful time,” she tells me, 


? sounding really, really good. 
With time, she began to look and feel : 


Given that AIDS medications are known 


: to be cytotoxic and to profoundly stress 
: the liver (medication-induced liver failure 
: is the most common cause of death in 
= people with treated AIDS), and given that 
> quality of life on them for her was quickly 
: dissolving, it sounds to me like it was a 
= reasonable choice for her, a choice | hope 
= we never have taken from us. W 


June is Bike Month! 


Enjoy these free events and activities throughout June: 


Ride-in Movie Nights 


Bike Salons 
June 8, 15, 22 & 29 


June 9, 23 


7 pm @ Metro Cinema 7 pm @ Parkallen Rink Shack 
9828-101A Avenue (6510 - 111 Street) 
June 27 


June 16, 30 
7 pm @ Credo Café 
(10134 - 104 Street) 


9:00 pm (byo picnic) & 10:30 pm 
(film) @ Victoria Cricket Pitch 
12130 River Valley Road 


Bicycle Writing Circle 
Bike to Work Breakfasts 


June 18 
June 5 & 26 10-12 noon 
7-9 am @ 109 Street & 88 Avenue Credo Café (10134 — 104 Street) 
june 12 
7-9 am @ Churchill Square Bikeology Festival 
(Pancakes) June 20 
June 19 Free mechanic chec cycle 


7-9 am @ 109 Street & 97 Avenue group displays, sola < | 


music & Sustainable Future Fair 


Bicycle Jewellery Session 12-5 pm @ 
June 11 Beaver Hills 
7-9:30 pm @ Harcourt House Arts House Park 
Centre -10215 - 112 Street 105 Street 
& Jasper 
Mocktails on the Bridge Avenue 


june 11 & 25 
4-6 pm @ 109 Street & 97 Avenue 
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Bikeology.ca 


For a full listing of events visit: 
www.bikeology.ca 


Visit long-mcquade.com for the complete sale flyer 


06.06 - 1/2 PRICE RENTAL DAY | 06,13 - GUITAR SET Yi dele 
06.20 - CUSTOMER APPRECIATION DAY | 06.27 - CANA 


Long & McQuade 


MUSICAL INSTRUMENT Se 


long-mcecequade=.com 


cquade.co 


E r I 
SECOND LOCATION OPENING THIS SUMMER in South Edmonton at the corner of 28th Ave & 92nd St! 
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3. Soul Tell ‘Em 
Kiss Me Thr The Phone 


4. Flo Rida 
Right Round Featuring Kesha 


“4. Eminem 
Crack A Bottle feat. Dr. Dre and 50 Cent 


6. Eminem 
We Made You 


7. Jamie Foxx 
Blame It test. T-Pain 


8. Lady GaGa 
LoveGame 


9. Eminem 
3am 


10. Pitbull 
1 Know You Want Me (Calle Ocho) 


EXCLUSIVE RINGTONES 


TEXT “DIBS” TO 4321 & HAVE 1ST DIBS 
DELIVERED RIGHT TO YOUR 
VIRGIN MOBILE PHONE! 


and West LRT route options. 


Dates 


RSVP 


ed vive 
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PREVUE // BIL'IN TOUR: OCCUPATION ON TR 


Seeking a settlement on settlements 


Palestinian village takes its fight against the Israeli 
occupation to Canadian courts and Canadian public 


BRYAN BIRTLES 
// BRYAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


i asomewhat stunning reminder of the 
way the globalization of commerce has 
connected the whole world in recent de- 
cades, two Canadian companies are being 
accused of war crimes and are being sued 
in Canada by the village of Bil'in, located 
in Palestine’s occupied West Bank. 

Green Park and Green Mount Interna- 
tional, two Québec-based construction 
companies, are facing accusations that 
their construction efforts in the occupied 
territories violate international law and 
can be considered war crimes. Violating 
article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Conven- 
tion—which states, in part, "The Occu- 
pying Power shall not deport or transfer 
parts of its own civilian population into 
the territory it occupies"—Green Park 
and Green Mount are building settle- 
ments on behalf of Israel, for Israeli civil- 
ians on land that belongs to Palestinians. 

"We're accusing the corporations in aid- 
ing and abetting Israel in committing a 
war crime, and also in violating Canadian 
law by doing so," explains Emily Schaef 
fer, an Israeli lawyer representing the vil- 
lage of Bilin. "They are marketing, selling 
and constructing settlements for Israeli 


We're moving forward. Get involved. 


The City is undertaking a series of public workshops, as well as an online consultation, to discuss proposed Southeast 


West LRT: Wednesday, June 3, 2009 OR Thursday, June 4, 2009 - 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm 
Mayfield Inn & Suites Hotel, 16615 109 Avenue, Edmonton, AB 


Southeast LRT: Tuesday, June 9, 2009 OR Wednesday, June 10, 2009 - 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm 
J. Percy Page High School, 2707 Mill Woods Road NW, Gym - South Entrance 


To ensure appropriate seating and arrangements, please RSVP by emailing LRTProjects@edmonton.ca or call 780-496-4874. 
Please note your name and the date of the session you will be attending: 


For West LRT: RSVP by 10:00 am on Monday, June 1, 2009 | For Southeast LRT: RSVP by 10:00 am on Friday, June 5, 2009 


civilians on Palestinian land, on occupied 
land in the occupied territories. That is 
a violation of international law, and it's 
also a violation of Canadian law because 
Canadian federal law has incorporated 
international humanitarian law specifi- 
cally addressing this point.” 

It's this incorporation of international 
law into Canadian law that has allowed 
the village to take their case abroad. Be- 
cause Israel's legal system has thus far re- 
fused to return all of the land taken from 
the village of Bilin through the building 
of the separation wall and the expansion 
of illegal Israeli settlements—which are 
estimated to have confiscated as much as 
60 per cent of the village's land—the vil- 
lagers and their representatives feel they 
have no choice but to take their struggle 
for justice to aninternational arena. - 

"When the Israeli Supreme Court and 
government can't declare settlements 
illegal—even though international law 
says so very clearly—it's time to go seek 
other means of getting justice,” says 
Schaeffer. "The fact that Canada has 
this opportunity for us is not a beautiful 
thing—it's a sign that our government is 
failing and we have to go abroad.” 

The land seized by Israel for settle- 
ment is land that Palestinians were not 
living on—which made it easier for #€ to 


Services for deaf or hard of hearing 
persons provided upon request. 
Call 311 at Th¥MexTalk 944-5555 
press 0, 311@edmonton.ca 
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Can’t attend a workshop? Join our online consultation from 
June 1-15, 2009 at www.edmonton.ca/LRTProjects 


Leam mote about and get involved in City issues. 
atfecting you and your neighbourhood. Goto 


1 tora ist of public involvement opptuites. a 
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be confiscated—but it was the village's 
agricultural land. Stripping the village 
of the resources that come from the olive 
trees and other crops grown on the now- 
occupied land has drastically affected 
the quality of life in Bil'in. The village's 
official website states that Bil'in is “strug- 
gling to exist," and describes how the wall 
has "strangl[ed] the village ... creating an 
open air prison for Bil'in’s inhabitants.” 

Because the Israeli government declared 
the confiscated land to be state land, it was 
able to then award it to Green Park and 
Green Mount to be developed. In this way, 
the Israeli state has been able to sidestep 
responsibility for bringing settlers into the 
territory it occupies, and has passed that 
responsibility onto the corporations it 
gave the land to. As Schaeffer explains, the 
court case she will fight at the end of June 
in a Montréal courtroom will determine 
the level of responsibility a corporation 
has in participating in a war crime. 

"The facts are not in dispute—Green 
Park is very openly building these settle- 
ments and marketing them. If you take 
an aerial photo of the settlement you'll 
see.a giant Green Parksign, soit's not that 
they dispute that. They dispute that they 
should be liable given the fact that Israel 
gave them permission,” she says. “The 
real battle is whether or not the Canadian 
court will say, ‘We have jurisdiction over 
this case and we're not confused over the 
property-law issues that the defendants 
are trying to bring up in this case. We 
see this as occupied territory, we see con- 
struction for occupying civilians within 
an occupied territory as illegal and there- 
fore we'll rule on this issue.” 


Prior to the court case actually being 
fought, however, a speaking tour has been 
arranged for Schaeffer which will see her 
crisscross the country throughout June, 
including a stop in Edmonton on June 10, 
to raise awareness about the legal battle, 
as well as the creative ways the people of 
Bilin have struggled for more than four 
years against the forces of occupation. 

"| want to concentrate on what is the 
point, what does the wall mean. I think 
Bil'in is a microcosm for all of the ills 
of the occupation on Palestinian life 
in a very real and daily sense, I want to 


bring out what the occupation means 
on a daily basis and what international 
law has to say about it and also high- 
light the case and show Canadians how 
they're connected, how we're all con 

nected, how these seemingly localized 
conflicts actually impact all of us," sh: 

says. "The other thing is I want to high- 
light is Bilin as not only a microcosm 
for the trademarks of the occupation 
and the injustice that's happening bu' 
also as a village that's fighting back in 
very creative ways and fighting back in a 
very persistent way, which includes thei 

weekly non-violent demonstrations, bu! 
also turning to Israelis to defend them in 
the Israeli court. [It's] a tribute to their 
perseverance and also to their commit 

ment to cooperation.” 

Whether or not the court battle itself is 
successful, Schaeffer is proud of the wa} 
that her work and the work of the vil- 
lagers has raised awareness internation- 
ally of the struggle that Palestinians face 
from the Israeli occupation. It is her hope 
that by taking the legal battle out of the 
hands the country that is occupying the 
land in the first place, pressure will be put 
on Israel to rethink the way it has disre- 
garded international law in terms of the 
settlement movement. 

“This opportunity to bring this case to 
Canada is hopefully the beginning °' 
something that will cause us to see winds 
of change both in the sense of bringing 
the issue to the wider public, but also 
bringing the legal status to other systems 
as a counterbalance to what's happeniné 
in Israel, which, as I said before, | think 's 
a corrupt democratic system—hopefully 
welll put pressure on the legal system to 
make it rethink itself," she says- “This 
litigation—if it even gets out the door o! 
these preliminary hearings—is already 2 
success and I would say even the fact that 
we've brought suit is already a minor vi" 
tory in terms of the attention we've gover 
and the press that we'll generate.” v 
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ted by Tiananmen 


d's ay to take out North : ; This Is the 2ist century, and an army that 


Peon: in a single 

strike. The North 
orce is not modern 
) stop US or Rus- 
“a or even Chinese strike 
aircraft. The country's few 
nuclear weapons are not 
‘gaveapls by missile yet, so 


even if one or more of them did 
survive the first strike, Pyongyang 
could not hit back with nukes. 

So why don't the countries that worry 
about North Korea nuclear weapons skip 


does not bargain in good faith, and just 
use their superior weapons to strike the 
card from North Korea's hand? 
they aren't afraid of a conventional 

[and invasion of the South by the North. 
The North Korean army is large, but 
air cover it would be torn to 
shreds in a matter of days, or even hours. 
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: as lips and teeth." Today's Beijing has : 


: little sympathy for a fellow Communist : it is 20 years this week since the pro- : 
: regime in Pyongyang that is not only : 


the endless haggling with a regime that : brutally repressive but also an abject 


Show on tar 


Mountain 


in 


ing. There must be some further 


eek Soa on North Korea off the table. 


There is. It is called China. 


Mao Tse-tung declared that Ch 
na and North Korea were “as close 


economic failure. North Korea has even 
reverted to dynastic rule, and other me- 
dieval phenomena like famine have be- 
come chronic there. 

North Korea is an embarrassment to the 
Communist system that the Chinese re- 


gime uses to justify its own monopoly of : fear that the Chinese people might some 


: power. Nevertheless, the Beijing regime : day demand their country back 


= r | 
. 
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nture, enviable shopping ane 
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: cannot run the risk of letting Kim Jong- 
cannot protect itself from air attack : 


is just a bunch of dead men walk- : which would be the probable result of : 


I's moth-eaten regime simply collapse, 


Pyongyang's nuclear weapons. 


Regime collapse in Pyongyang would : 
: send a flood of destitute North Korean : 


: refugees across the frontier into China 
It is a very long time since : 


gime collapse in Beijing. 


democracy movement in China was 
crushed when troops and tanks swept 


nto Tiananmen Square on June 4, 1988 : 
and massacred hundreds or even thou- : 
sands of students. The regime officially : 
dismisses the protesters who camped : 


peacefully on the square for weeks as 
"hooligans," but it is still haunted by the 
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Even in good times, the Chinese govern 
mentis acutely aware that it is among the 


last surviving Communist regimes in the : 


world, and that the ideology on which it : Party has learned from 1989 is that there 
bases its right to rule is essentially dead : must be no more examples of collapsing 
in the eyes of the people it rules. It could : 


: face a potentially fatal challenge very : 
: a successful disarming strike against : 
consideration that keeps the : 


option of a preventive attack ; 


: fast if things went wrong, and it knows it 
: That was what happened in 1989 


them, everything would have been all 


: tary of the Communist Party, 


, who was 
: dismissed and put under hou 


rrest for 
the rest of his life, believed that to the 
day he died: "Most people were only ask 
: ing us to correct our flaws, not attemr 
: ing to overthrow our political system.” 


: but if the regime had started to make 
: concessions it would have been gone by 
: the end of the year. That was what hap- 
> pened in Poland, East Germany, Czecho- 
: slovakia, Romania, eventually even in 


Maybe that is what most people want- : 
ed in Tiananmen Square in June of 1989, : 


the Soviet Union itself. It would have 
happened in China, too. 
The lesson that the Chinese Communist 


Communist regimes, especially on China's 


: borders. The danger of infection, howev- 
: erremote, is too great to be tolerated, so 
: North Korea's regime must survive 
Right-thinking liberals insist that the re- : 


gime overreacted in 1989: if it had agreed : opposed” to North Kore 
, + to talk to the students instead of killing : 
and they might carry the infection with : 


them. What China worries about is re- : right. Zhao Ziyang, then general secre- = s 


Beijing has said that it 


: but it will not allow the: Pyo 


to happen at 
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COMMENT >> EDUCATION CONSULTATIONS 


Issues is a forum for individuals and organizations to comment on current events and broad- 
er issues of importance to the community. Their commentary is not necessarily the opinion 
of the organizations they represent or of Vue Weekly. 


Still waiting on the last 95 recommendations 


‘Inspiring Education’ dialogue just one more example 
of government spin and PR disguised as consultation 


RICARDO ACURA 
// UALBERTA.CA/PARKLAND 


Although most Albertans are likely not 
aware of it, their government is current- 
ly engaged in a dialogue with them. In 
fact, Dave Hancock, Alberta's minister of 
education, recently stated that the goal 
through this process was to have a con- 
versation with all Albertans, and as far 
as he's concerned, that is exactly what 
is happening. 

(gcase you missed this conversation the 
government is having with you, what | am 
talking about is the government's latest 
project to look at and overhaul the pro- 
vincial education system. The project is 
called "Inspiring Education: A Dialogue 
with Albertans,” and involves 10 commu- 
nity conversations around the province, 
a series of resources for Albertans who 
want to hold their own conversations, 
and an online discussion forum complete 
with blogs and tweets. 

The idea behind the project is to discover 
what education in Alberta should look like 
20 years from now in order to ensure Al- 
berta’s civic and economic success. A steer- 
ing committee made up of government 
MLAs and community members has been 
appointed to guide the process and act 
as ambassadors for the project. A second 
committee, called the working committee, 
will actually take what comes out of the 
dialogue and come up with a vision and 
education policy framework, which will 
supposedly describe the overall direction, 
principles and long-term goals for the de- 
livery of education in Alberta. 

Sounds great, doesn't it? The provincial 
| goverment of Alberta actually engaged in 
| developing a long-term vision for a major 
policy area with direct and extensive input 

from the people of the province. 


The questions, of course, as with any gov- 
ernment process designed to consult Alber- 
tans, are whether the consultation will be 
genuine and whether the process will result 
in any significant change to government 
policy. Albertans have become wary of con- 
sultation processes designed primarily as 
public relations exercises which are so con- 
trived and controlled that only one set of 
outcomes is possible—the ones the govern- 
ment was going to proceed with anyway. 

The fact that the front page of the "Inspir- 
ing Education" website clearly states that 
this project "is different from a public con- 
sultation," highlighting the degree to which 
the government is aware of Albertans’ cyni- 
cism about these processes. But aside from 
the rhetoric, the government has not done 
anything concrete that would actually make 
this process different. 

Minister Hancock has said repeatedly 
over the course of the project that it is 
not about discussing specific issues in 
education, but rather about the big pic- 
ture. The question he wants answered is, 
"What does an educated person in Alber- 
ta look like over the next 20 years?” He 
has yet to provide a decent explanation, 
however, of how you can discuss the fu- 
ture of the education system without dis- 
cussing issues in education. Apparently, 
funding, class sizes, standardized testing, 
curriculum development, teacher work- 
load, private school funding and special 
needs education have no bearing at all on 
what kind of education system we build 
for the future. 


At the same time, some Albertans will 


remember very clearly the last time the 
government embarked on a committee 
process to reform our education system. 
In 2002 the government established the 
Alberta Learning Commission to review 


Alberta's education system in order to 
"ensure the future success of individuals, 
strong and healthy communities and a vi- 
brant economy,” and determine what the 
basic learning system should look like in 
the future. Sound familiar? 

The commission reported back in late 
2003 with a broad range of recommen- 
dations in eight areas, which covered all 
aspects of the learning system in Alberta. 
Six years later, the government has taken 
little or no action on most of the com- 
mission's 95 action recommendations, 
including the establishment of full-day 
kindergarten and junior kindergarten 
programs. Now, Albertans are essentially 
being asked to do it all over again. 

To make matters worse, at the same 
time that the minister of education was 
telling parents, teachers, school trustees 
and Albertans at large that he genuinely 
wanted to hear their views on what our 
education system should look like, his 
government was busy unapologetically 
ramming Bill 44 through the provincial 
legislature against the explicit wishes 
and advice of those same people. How 
genuine can the government really be 
about giving Albertans a say in the future 
of learning if they're so willing to ignore 
the wishes of the majority when it comes 
to the present of learning? 

Of course, the other irony is that while 
the Inspiring Education process boasts its 
foundation in five values, which include 
fairness, citizenship and diversity, the 
government's Bill 44 enables parents 
to keep their children from ever having 
to consider diversity and fairness in the 
classroom—how can a process promote 
citizenship within a system that specifi- 
cally denies the formation of critically 
thinking, considerate citizens? 

Minister Hancock has suggested that 


'@ ' Bs 


Pp 


1402 Bow Valley Trail 
Canmore, Alberta T1W 1 N5 
www.canmoreinn.com 


if the process goes well the results may 
lead to new policy and even a revamp- 
ing of the Education Act. This begs the 
question of what criteria will be used to 
determine if the process has gone well 
or not, It also sends a very clear message 
to Albertans that they shouldn't expect 
too much from the process, because if it 
does not "go well" in the government's 
eyes, then nothing will come of it. 

In the end, it seems clear that the gov- 
ernment has structured this process to 
ensure that it gives them complete free- 
dom to do whatever they want with our 
education system regardless of what 
parents, teachers, stakeholders and AlL- 
bertans at large may desire. Once again, 
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Local 1.403.609.4656 
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what is going on here is not an exercis= 
in consultation and dialogue, but rather 
an exercise in co-optation and in makir 
unwitting and well-intentioned Albertans 
complicit in the government's larger edu- 
cation policy agenda. It's too bad, because 
if any one area of public policy could ben- 
efit from a genuine, open and unchoreo- 
graphed dialogue, it's education. In fact 
it's a dialogue that is Long overdue. It is 
also a dialogue that will clearly not be 
taking place any time soon. W 


Ricardo Acufia is executive director of the 
Parkland Institute, a non-partisan public 
policy research institute housed at the Uni 
versity of Alberta. 
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plete with special hazards and traps. A : way through the haze of autonomous en- : 
run of card-removals is a drive, and racks : dorphins. Fairway Solitaire mitigates this : 
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: which need to be cleared before certain : cal gap in a drive—to meet the game's 
: blocks of cards enter into play) and sand + insane requirements. 

: traps (obscured and unplayable until a : 
order and sense out of the chaotic inputs : "sand wedge" card is discovered and re- : 
: they receive, and release a big ol' chemi- : 
: are the scoring systems of traditionalcom- : 


If my opinion of solitaire is low, my 


: opinion of golf is positively subterra- 


= nean, yet Big Fish has managed to com- 
This agency is enhanced by, well, ! : bine the two into something really spe- 
: won't call it an"RPG element,” but there : 
: making it into something neat andtidyisa : 
= virtual moneypit of "Vegas" scoring, re- : physical rush that lies beyond conscious- : 
placed with par, birdie, eagle, bogey anda : ness, welling up from primitive places : 
golf scorecard; you play through courses : we'd rather not think about. 
of nine or 18 "holes," each hole a unique : 


solitaire layout of overlapping cards, com- : once consciousness manages to fight its : es of success in the random mini game * you want to reduce VLT addiction? Put 
: cards that turn up now and then, add- : a terminal offering free Fairway Solitaire 
: Inga few more seconds to your deadline : in every video-lottery parlour and watch 


: cial, the cellular satisfaction of mindless 
is an upgrade track. As you earn load- : solitaire harnessed to a deeper gameplay 
: sadough from your solitaire-golf career, : that actually allows you to feel like an 
: new accessories become available from : active human rather than a lobotomized 


: sorting machine, and still grabs you like 
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Fluff it up 


Marshmallows you can make at home 
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HAVE YOU EVER SEEN ANYTHING THAT DELICIOUS? >> Seriously //imHonyn 
Marshmallows are soft and sweet and : even contemplate sitting around a camp- 
oh-so-versatile. You can simply en- : fire without hauling out an industrial- 
joy them as-is and revel in their sized bag of marshmallows? 
gooshy squishiness, or you can Even better, they are oh-so- 
throw them in any number of easy and practically idiot-proof- 
concoctions that demand an buy bag, cut corner off bag, 
intense jolt of sugary sweet- 
ness: rocky road brownies, Rice 
Krispie squares and even the 
infamous-but-odd sweet potato 
casserole. Hot chocolate needs a pile : 
of the partially melted, sugar-rush-inducing = 
nuggets to make it worthy, and who can 


spe wWy 
npapetccg 


Alberta’s 
electrical workers 


close bag, tightly. Rigor mortis 
can overtake those velvety little 
creatures in seconds. 


pour. That's as complicated : 
as it gets. Oh, one last step— : 
= thoughts, what would homemade marsh- ; 


: lately, but they have. Perhaps it's the 
> warm-ish weather we've been seeing : 
: sporadically. Warm weather leads to 
: camping, which leads to campfires and 
> voila, suddenly we're at marshmallows. 
? And if store-bought, mass-produced, un- 
: pronounceable-ingredient marshmallows : 
: achieved without incident. 


can manage to finagle their way into my 


: mallows be like? 


Im not sure why marshmallows have : 
: been occupying a portion of my brain = 


Live Better, 
Work Union! 


Yep, you can actually make marsh- 
mallows. And, while you don't see 


; topic, there are recipes out there to be 
: found. Very easy recipes, actually, with 
: very simple ingredients. 


So | decided to make marshmallows. 


: Kind of odd, admittedly, but whatever. 


The Internet spewed forth a wide range 


; of recipe options and, after inspecting a 
: few, | discovered there were basically two 
: kinds—ones that contained egg whites 
: and ones that didn’t. Other than that, they 
= were fairly similar: basically a combination 
: of gelatin, sugar, corn syrup, salt, water 
: and vanilla extract. 


I chose a non-egg white recipe. Why add an 


: extra ingredient when you don't have to? 


First, | dug out my massively heavy Mix- 


: master. Marshmallows evidently require 
: major mixing, mixing that would overly 
: tax my much lighter and highly-preferred 
: hand-mixer. | dumped % a cup of cold wa- 
: ter into the big mixing bowl and sprinkled 
| ; three packs of gelatin overtop. A word 
: to the wise—don't smell the gelatin. And 
: make sure you use gelatin, not Jell-O. 


> soften on the furthest counter possible. 
; But soon enough, once | poured the sugar, 
: corn syrup, salt and % a cup of water in 
= one of my small pots, the enticing smell 
: of sugary sweetness proved to be an ef- 
: fective distraction. 


| turned the heat up to medium and 


: stirred that until the sugar was dissolved. 
: Then the heat got turned up even more, 
: and the whole mixture began to bubble 
? and boil away. My instructions didn’t tell 
: me to stir it, but they didn’t tell me not to : 
: stir it either. | opted for the no-stir route. : 
= Since it needed to boil until the mixture 
: reached 240°, my candy thermometer : 
: that never gets the chance to do anything 
: but languish in my useless-apparatus 
: drawer finally got put to use. 


lrescued my gelatin mixture from across 


: the room, stuck the whisk attachment on 
: my Mixmaster, and turned the mixer on : 
: to low. Next I had to tackle slowly pour- 
: ing the extremely hot syrupy sugar into : 
the gelatin mixture. | envisioned splatters : 
: of burning hot liquid flying through the = 
: air and landing rather unceremoniously : / 
: on my exposed flesh, so | proceeded with 3 
aution. There was no need. The whole ; 


pouring and combining process was 


That had to beat on high speed for 
bout 15 minutes. It got all fluffy and 


: marshmallow-y looking, quite the meta- 
: morphous from the rather yellowish 
whole cookbooks dedicated to the : 


3 stirred in a big squirt of vanilla and that 
: was that. 


While it was beating away, | greased 


: a 9x TLinch glass pan with butter and 
: then generously dusted it with icing 
! sugar. And | mean generously. That's 
: supposed to prevent the marshmallows 
: from sticking, so | obediently followed 
: directions. In went the marshmallow 
? mixture and, in a cloud of white, | sprin- 
: kled even more icing sugar on top. Then 
: I left it overnight, uncovered and alone 


All that was left was to cut them up 


= and roll them in more icing sugar. So | 


: got out my cutting board, turned over 
} my pan and—nothing. The mixture 


: was still solidly stuck. | got out a dull 
: knife and loosened the edges and then 
: turned over the pan. Still nothing 
: Then I tried wedging a pancake flipper 
= under everything and poking it around, 


: somewhat gently. It still didn’t come 
: out, so | grabbed an edge and simply 


: pulled. It came out. 
To appease my nose, | set that aside to : 


| retrieved my biggest, sharpest knife 


: from the knife block and gently tried 


ito cut the marshmallow mixture into 
: squares. They wanted no part of it. | 
= gave up on the gentle approach and sim- 


: ply forced the knife through the sticky 


? mass—and it worked, At first | thought it 
: would kind of deflate the marshmallows 
: but they just sprang back, as bouncy and 
: fluffy as ever. You can get ultra-creative 
: and cut shapes out with a cookie cutter, 
: but | just wanted square. 


Once cut, the marshmallows were 


: very sticky, but nothing another good 
: douse of icing sugar couldn't remedy 


So there you have it-marshmallows 


= Ultra-sweet, ultra-fresh and definitely 
= marshmallow-y. Lovely as is, yummy in 
: hot chocolate and, as for roasted over a 
: campfire, well, I'll leave that little exper'- 
+ ment up to you. W 


and unappetizing gelatin configuration. | = 


RECIPE 


EDMONTON 461-9085 
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ud, brash and in your face 
a Fish's 90-Minute IPA is like your aunt Ethel, but better | l ( 


CELEBRATING 20 YEAR 
IN BUSINESS 


eae is the first sign something is different 
about this company—'Off-centered beers for off- 
pre people." The website takes a perverse 
pride being strange. Even the brewery name, 
D | Head, is head-cocking unusual. 

What is up with this new arrival to Alberta? As a 
beer guy, | know the reputation of this American craft 
brewing vanguard. They are known for being adventurous 
innovative and courageous almost to the point of stupid. 
also know their India Pale Ales (IPAs) are considered to bi 
among the best in the world. ‘ 

However, as an Albertan who doesn't get out much, | had : 
never had one—until recently. Two of their beers are now : 
available, in limited quantities, in Alberta. : 

Dogfish Head was founded in 1995 as Delaware's first brew- : 

pub by Sam and Mariah Calagione. They started with a 12 : 

altar (47 litre) brew system. That is crazy small. By point : 
i comparison, my personal homebrew set-up can handle : 
40 litres per batch. The Labatt brewery, in contrast, tosses : 
more in spillage per batch. This, of course, was a mistake. : 
Calagione quickly found himself brewing three times-a-day, : 
five days a week just to keep up with demand. So, the brew- : 
ery expanded, and expanded again, and again. Today they are : 
a significant craft brewer in the US, distributing across the : 
country. Calagione is the creative genius of the American : ! 
craft brewing industry. He is prepared to add anything to his iy 
beers to make them interesting. As a result he is one of the : 
most innovative brewers in the States. : 

Take his 90-Minute IPA, for example. It is called that because = 
he adds hops to the boil non-stop for 90 minutes. This creates : 


a beer that defines the term "bitter." : WEIRD BEER >> But delicious //imoaroser 


QOURITES UiKE.. 


GRILLED BROME LAKE DUCK BREAST | 
WITH HOMEMADE SMOKED DUCK SAUSAGE | 


OPEN FOR DINNER MONDAY - SATURDAY 


For more details and the full menu visit www.jacksgrill.ca 


584?-Il Street Reservations: 780-434-1113 


eoarveqan alata 


it would be undrinkable except for one crucial thing—Cala- : 4 
gione was smart enough to make it big enough to handle the : make its presence known with a barley wine-like crystal and Vegetarian D 
hops. The bigger the beer, the more hops it can handle with- : biscuit quality, but it is the waterfall of hops that characterizes Every ay! 
out becoming too much. : this beer. The hop linger is citrusy and lasts for ages. 

At nine per cent alcohol, 90-minute IPA is officially an Imperial ; It may very well be the most bitter beer | have ever tast- Plus check out the awesome Buffet 
India Pale Ale. It is a deep gold, almost pale copper beer with : ed. But the alcohol and balancing malt quality turn it into a Ve etarian Vibrations macnthl 
crystal clarity. Its frothy white head leaves a substantial lacing : complex, intriguing sipping beer, not to be rushed. It is brash g The Last Tuesday of Each : 
as it dissipates. It has a sharp, hoppy nose of grass and citrus, : and unapologetic and also quite memorable. It is not for daily 
and a touch of crystal malt sweetness in the background. : consumption, but ideal for a special occasion when you want ‘ 

Upon tasting, fora fraction ofa secondit seems thick and sweet } something out of the ordinary. Voted Ekimonton's best African restaurant 
before the hops bully themselves in. With the hops, grassiness : Dogfish Head is not beer for the faint of heart. But if you 009 Fen 72 
is the first sensation, followed by grapefruit and some pine : enjoy Alley Kat's Full Moon, or Tree's Hophead, you must try 9920-82 Ave langanoskies.com 432-3334 


qualities. The hops are so dominant they almost have a visceral : the 90-Minute. But do so with the commensurate respect 
existence. | can feel them work around my mouth. Malt does : that it deserves. W 
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11361 JASPER AVE 


serving Edmonton For Over 60 Years 
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function now. 
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Fabulous Dining... 


Capitals Restaurant Relaxed dining for break- 
fast, lunch and dinner. Enjoy Canadian cuisine, 
inspired by “AAA” Alberta beef and other local 


fare 


Central Park Lounge Relax in the lush and open 
garden atrium by our Grand Fireplace Enjoy a 
classic martini or sample a glass of one of our 
vintage wines. Experience our “Chocoholic Buffet” 
every Thursday and Friday evening 


Every box packs o punch 

of exciting Havours! From 
our wok-cooked Asian stirfrys, 
to regional rice bowls and 
delicious soups and oppys, 
experience everything sweet, 


spicy and fresh! 


Dine in or Take a Wok Box 
With You Anywhere, Anytime! 
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Join us at Terwillegar Park and enjoy two days of family fun in our bea 
KIDS! ENTER OUR MINI RAFT RACEA 


722 Baseline Fo 
fol TAQANR BOVE 
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Paper cranes 


George Cui strives for perfection 


SERENA FAIRBROTHER 
// SERENA@VUEWEEKLY.COM 

undreds of multi-coloured ori- 

gami cranes dangle from the ceil- 
ing of the Fuji Japanese Restaurant at 
8025 - 104 Street. Owner and manager 
George Cui explains that the crane 
means peace in Japan so it’s a good 
decoration to have around. The cranes 
are also used as a form of disciplinary 
action for his employees. If employees 
are late for work or make a mistake (for 
example break a plate), then they spend 
15 minutes folding an origami crane. 
This gives employees time to reflect 
and restore inner peace. Some of the 
strings are five cranes long and others 
are shorter waiting for more cranes to 
join the flock. (They can't be strung 
longer than five cranes or they could fly 
into a customer's head.) 

The previous owner started the crane 
tradition at the Osaka Japanese restau- 
rant, which was open for 12 years. Three 
years ago, Cui purchased the restaurant 
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from the original owner and chose Fuji 
as the name of the restaurant “because 
Mount Fuji is one of the most beauti- 
ful places in the world.” Cui decided to 
keep some of the original cranes; some 
are 15 years old and some of them are 
babies. 

This is the first restaurant that Cui has 
owned and managed. “I purchased the 
restaurant because it holds sentimental 
value. When I was in University, I used 
to hang out here often.” Today, many 
university students are attracted to Fuji 
Japanese because ofthe high-quality su- 
shi and the all-you-can-eat sushi menu 
option. Also popular in Vancouver and 
Toronto, this is one of a few Japanese 
restaurants that offer Edmontonians 
all-you-can-eat sushi. 

If you're new to eating sushi, Cui rec- 
ommends trying California rolls which 
contain rice, seaweed, crab meat, avo- 
cado and sushi egg. It’s a slightly sweet 
roll. Another good roll to try is Kappa 
maki, which is a cucumber roll. Cui’s fa- 
vourite roll is the Fuji Dragon which is a 


oS Eom cme, 
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California inside-out roll wrapped with 
unagi ( barbecue eel), then glazed with 
teriyaki sauce and a sprinkle of sesame 
seeds. The Rainbow rolls are also a pop- 
ular menu item. If you're looking to try a 
unique alcoholic drink try the Tokyo iced 
tea or the Lychee fizz (my favourite) 


The previous owmer taught Cui the art of 
making sushi and he practiced making 
sushi for six months. Cui says: “It's hon- 
estly like playing golf, you're not perfect 
and you're always improving the skill 
In Japan the tradition of making sushi 
is usually passed on from generation to 
generation.” A sushi apprentice inJapan 
would spend the entire first year learn- 
ing how to make rice—the base of the 
dish and a very important ingredient. 
Making sushi requires a lot of prepa- 
ration especially for making the rice 
Cui says that, “To prepare fresh and 
high quality sushi you must start with 
high quality sushi rice.” Everyday the 
sushi chef starts work at 5 am and makes 
therice for the day. Therice is cooked and 
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TOUGH PEDALLING >> Careful of the all you can eat // coun Beck 


cooled and then the next step is to “beat 
the rice” by stirring in sushi vinegar. The 
tice rests for 90 minutes then it is beat 
againand then it’s ready to use. Sushirice 
isonly good forthe day it's made. Day-old 
rice would never make the grade. 

Some grocery chains have started 


offering sushi made with brown rice. 
Cui’s stance on using brown rice to 
make sushi is that it “cheapens the 
process and quality.” Brown rice is 
less starchy than white rice, so with- 
out the stickiness it’s hard to keep the 
roll together. 


Wine Cellar is Full!! 


ane 1 
to make room for new fall arrivals, 


offering a g 


eat opportunity to 


ID OUR WINE CELLAR! 


Cui will only accept Vancouver's best 
fish at his restaurant. They receive 
tuna every 2 - 3 days and salmon daily. 
He takes pride in the quality of every 
ingredient that is used to make sushi. 
He ensures excellent quality by never 
taking shortcuts. The shortcut way is 
to freeze and then thaw the salmon, 
but this makes the texture mushy and 
alters the taste. Instead, they use sushi 
vinegar, water and saki to clean the 
salmon. It's also washed with water 
as the last step so you can’t taste the 
saki and vinegar. It takes a little more 
effort, but Cui can taste the difference 
and ensures his customers can too. 

It takes a lot of work to run a restau- 
rant. “I learned my work ethic and mo- 
tivation from my father. He's 60 and is 
still working.” What Cui enjoys most is 
getting to meet new people, saying it's 
a “total refreshment" to talk to the peo- 
ple ofall ages who enter his restaurant 
every day. He's also thinking of open- 
ing a second location in Edmonton in 
the future. In addition to managing 
the restaurant, he has a part-time job 
in the computer science industry, still 
finds time to spend with his wife and 
son, and is only 30 years old. 

Cui will continue in his pursuit of pre- 
paring quality sushi and his love for in- 
teracting with customers. His family and 
friends support him and even help out 
with the restaurant. However, his ambi- 
tion for the sushi industry demands per- 
fection and friends and family are not 
exempt from making cranes. W 


GEORGECUL 
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DINNER FOR TWO AT SAGE AND TWO VIP SHOW TICKETS! 
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Down-to-earth price. 


With all digital TELUS TV* you will: 


@ Enjoy superb picture and sound quality 


= Start with 76 channels, including 45 commercial-free 
music channels 


m Get access to HD Video On Dermand 
Plus, sign up now and receive a FREE HD PVR rental 
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/ GLORIOUS! 


Song sung blew 


Glorious! mangles the musical notes but hits the comedic ones 


\ 
OPER-AUGHHH! >> Leona Brausen is note-perfect as the worst singer 
who ever lived //supplied 


oO: of the quotes most famously at- 
‘tributed to Florence Foster Jenkins is 
this: "People may say I can’t sing, but no 
one can ever say I didn't sing.” In truth, I 
suppose that all depends on how you de- 
fine "singing,” but I digress. 

Peter Quilter's Glorious! is an endearing 
‘tue story about Jenkins’ rise to fame. A 
highly unskilled but relentless soprano 
living in early 1940s New York, Jenkins’ 
funded her own musical education and 
career, and did it all without hitting a 
single solid note. Despite her parents’ 
lifelong wishes that she never sing in 
public, the joke ended up being on them: 
the inheritance money they left to Flor- 
ene was what allowed her to hold public 
recitals for decades after their deaths. 

Though it may have seemed like some 

orate joke on the press (and on the 
musi¢ community), Jenkins and her hi- 
larious squawk developed a loyal follow- 
ing of heavy-hitters of the day, including 


the likes of Tallulah Bankhead, Irving 
Berlin and Cole Porter. 

Glorious! picks up late in Jenkins’ ca- 
reer, as she floats about her upscale 
home, ignoring the Spanish nattering of 
her bitter Mexican housekeeper (Coralie 
Cairns}. As Florence, Leona Brausen is 
a bubbly, old-fashioned dame who likes 
to indulge in sweets and liquor. When 
pianist Cosme McMoon (Darrin Hagen) 
enters to audition for her, he is greeted 
with her upturned hand—something to 
kiss, not to shake. 

Moments before, Cosme was stuck 
playing Chopin behind the salad bar at 
a fine dining restaurant when he was 
approached by Florence's dear friend, 
Dorothy (also Cairns). She encourages 
him to audition for Florence, and when 
he arrives at her home he is more than a 
little charmed by the posh surroundings. 
It's when he sits at the piano to demon- 
strate his skills that the audition turns 
around. From the resounding crash of 
her first warm-up scale, it's clear that 
Cosme doesn't know what to do. Take 


JUN 4 — JUN 10, 2009 // WUEWEEKLY 


TOTTI CULL rad 
ee TT MLM LM TUL 


the money, or let this sweet old woman 
continue to make a fool of herself? Of 
course, he takes the money. 
Florence's "songs" are downright hilari- 
ous. Though she does hit some acciden- 
tal clear tones, Brausen destroys arias 
from Carmen and The Magic Flute like a 
pro, wincing coyly as she pops out the 
high Fs in "Queen of the Night." Direc- 
tor Wayne Paquette stages these perfor- 
mances sothatshe's surrounded by flow- 
ers and glowing lights. Behind her at the 
keys, Hagen is staunchly committed to 
the performance, remaining completely 
dead-pan as he varies his tempo to keep 
up with the incompetent soprano. 
Quilter's text isa little hackneyed; there 
are countless references to Cosme's 
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@ Though she does 
hit some accidental 
clear tones, Brausen 
destroys arias from 
Carmen and The 
Magic Flute like a pro 


"pansy" nature and to Florence's taste 
for booze, pulling a flask from the bo- 
som of her costume and repeatedly 
swilling sherry to "aid her voice." It's all 
fun and silly, but when it comes down 
to confronting the real tension in the 
play—the "why the hell does no one 
tell her she sucks?" tension—it's clear 
that people just can't. They might laugh 
from afar, but when faced with this ag- 
ing, indulgent debutante, most are more 
inclined to be polite and dishonest. It be- 
comes a question of what it means to be 
supportive of someone who will likely 
fail, even after many attempts. 

As their friendship develops, Cosme, 
like Dorothy, becomes enchanted by 
Florence's passion and her values. It's 
her belief in herself and how keen she is 
on enjoying life that is attractive, not the 
ludicrous circumstance of her success. 
By the end of the play, Cosme is not con- 
vinced of Florence's talent, but he is sure 
of one thing—the voice that Florence 
heard was crystal clear and on-key, far 
from the sour notes that the rest of the 
world knew. 

Whether Florence could ever admit 
the true reasons for her success or not 
isn't important. "The real world is highly 
overrated,” she says, "I prefer to live on 
a cloud.” And she did. A sherry-soaked 
cloud with sugary icing and angel cos- 
tumes on top. WV 
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nemesis // Supplied 


PAUL BLINOV 
// BLINOV@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Fc Gregory Caswell, playing the 
swashbuckling, hook-handed vil- 
lain Captain James Hook was a col- 
lege dream. His theatre program was 
ending the year with the tights-and- 
wires spectacle of Peter Pan, and he 
was ready to don the hook hand of 
his favourite pirate. 

Then he didn't get the part. 

"For the entire year that we were 
heading up to the audition for it, | was 
training myself to be Captain Hook. | 
ended up being cast as an Indian, and 
was heartbroken,” he laughs. 

That rejection ended up catalyzing 
Hooked, Caswell’s self-penned pre- 
quel to the Peter Pan story. 

Similar in concept to Gregory Magu- 
ire's Wicked—the popular-novel-turned- 
Broadway-exploration of the Wicked 
Witch of the West's early years, which 
Caswell praises as inspiration—Hooked 


revisits the pre-Pan life of Neverland’s 
pirate king, spanning 30 years and ex- 
ploring/explaining Hook's feuds with 
Peter and Tigerlilly, and how he became 
the villain we know him as. 

"I’m very much someone who, as 
much as I love working with other 
people, I also get a lot from creat 
ing my own opportunities for my- 
self," Caswell says. "And I swore that 
someday that I would play Captain 
Hook, and decided that I wasn't go- 
ing to wait around for someone to 
give me the opportunity, so I decided 
to write a play.” 


So in the end (and thanks to his own 
pen), Caswell played his pirate, in 
Hooked's 2007 Fringe run. He calls 
that run "a glimpse” of what the 
script’s become since, then just skirt- 


ing a 60 minute run time and now 
fleshed out into two full acts. 


Onlineatvueweekly.com 


Arts Reviews 
Find reviews of past theatre, 


dance and visual arts shows on 
our website. 
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Born on a pirate ship 
Raw Meet explores the man behind the hook 


GIVE HIM A HAND >> Hooked examines the life of Captain Hook before he met his 


Caswell isn’t acting in the expanded 
version, however. He's restricting 
himself to the director's chair to try 
and help develop his new vision for 
the show with an outside eye, a task 
made much more difficult when also 
playing the lead. 

Ensuring that vision comes through 
clearly is big for Caswell: it’s the first 
time his company, Raw Meet Produc- 
tions, has produced a show outside 
of the Fringe, and Caswell's been tin- 
kering with more than just the plot 
in preparation. 

A recent fascination with the circus 
arts has added a modern dance ele- 
ment to the show, courtesy of choreog- 
rapher Amber Bissonnette, as wellasa 
post-modern musical element, draw- 
ing musical inspiration from contem- 
porary musicians (Caswell namechecks 
Imogen Heap and M.1.A.), as opposed 
to traditional musical theatre. 

"IT became very fascinated by circus 
performance,” he says. "I started to go 
see things like Cirque du Soleil, and 
other circus performances. | really 
liked the concept that they used really 
physical theatre with a vocalist.” 

To Caswell, music and dance give 
a new, "very human aspect” to the 
world of Peter Pan, more famous for 
flying on wires than anything re- 
motely grounded. 

"Peter Pan is very much people 
hanging from wires, and your clas- 
sic musical theatre, at least when it's 
performed. We took all of those con- 
ventions and basically threw them 
out the window." W 
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Forward thinking 


Nextfest runs for 10 days, but lasts a whole lot longer 


EMERGING ARTISTS ARE OUR FUTURE >> Nextfest returns to expose Edmonton 


to its up-and-coming talent, //*Green Bran,: Brian Lee 


DAVID BERRY 
// DRVID@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


EE: in a city that’s rarely without a 
festival between May and Septem- 
ber, Nextfest stands out as something 
unique. The only festival entirely de- 
voted to emerging artists—not just put- 
ting youth in adult roles, mind you, but 
helping to create, facilitate and showcase 
work from people making their first 
steps into the creative world—it has the 
unique mandate of not just ensuring ev- 
eryone has a fun 10 days, but setting the 
groundwork for the future of our city’s 
artistic community. Stretching across 
disciplines—theatre, dance, visual arts, 
music and filmmaking all have their own 
programs—Nextfest is equal parts prov- 
ing ground and professional endeavour. 

"Putting on a good festival and help- 
ing along the next generation—they’'re 
equally important, but they're so differ- 
ent,” explains Festival Director Steve Pirot, 


HCUVUUUU Cee AAU PEALE NANCE 


sunning his mutton chops on a patio 
just down the street from the Roxy, Nex- 
tfest’s base of operations. “You have to 
build an individual festival and make 
sure it's entertaining, but if you set your 
broad strokes up right, it’s going to pay 
off, It's like a hockey team: you have to 
perform every year, but if you set up 
your scouting and your farm team right, 
you can be the Detroit Red Wings.” 
Striking that balance is clearly a chal- 
lenge Pirot relishes: this year's Nextfest, 
the 14th annual, will mark his ninth 
straight year as head. Perhaps unsurpris- 
ingly, given his long tenure and the per- 
petually youthful air of the festival, he has 
a sort of paternal attitude towards both 
the festival and its participants, a firm but 
supportive demeanour and an unabashed 
pride in its/their accomplishments. He 
will go on unprovoked about alumni, and 
gets a particular satisfaction from watch- 
ing people grow up with the festival: as 
he explains, in nine years, he's seen more 


BOOKS // BUYING CIGARETTES FOR THE DOG 


Please be absurd 


Ross's latest takes a skewed view at the modern world 


SUSAN KARP 
[| SUSAM@NUEWEEKLY. COM 
i his beguiling new collection, Buy- 
jing Cigarettes for the Dog, Stuart Ross 
makes the familiar seem provocatively 
strange, exploring themes as diverse as 
zoth century celebrity obsession and 
the political turmoil of South America. 
It's a truly remarkable effort, Ross's deft 
use of narrative drawing the reader in 
emotionally and intellectually, creating 
pathos tinged with outrage and a desire 
to read more. 

Most of these stories are rather short, 
some barely more than one page, 
while a few carry on much longer than 
the rest, exploring themes mot neces- 
sarily more deeply, but more broadly. 

ften the stories are strange, alittle bit 
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of unreality that helps jolt the reader 
into a more critical and curious mind- 
set, such as "Bouncing," where a man 
trips over his own feet and ends up 
bouncing on his head for the rest of his 
life. "Bouncing" provides a fascinating 
glimpse into what notoriety means, 
the role of the media in creating and 
destroying fame, and its ultimately 
transient nature. 

There are also stories that show an ob- 
viously darker side, such as "Remember 
Teeth.” Two sides of a domestic dispute 
are presented, and the chaotic nature of 
life, the random element of chance, the 
darkness that lies inside the seemingly 
innocuous, are explored to chilling ef- 
fect. One is left with the suspicion that 
nothing in our “safe” life is real. 


than a few people go from nervous high 
school students to bonafide working artists. 

"To be able to not just facilitate the pro- 
gramming of the festival, but facilitate 
the longer-term development of people 
within the festival from year to year to 
year—it's so rewarding,” he explains. 
"When I step back and see that I've been 
able to put together a series of events, 
that's... what is that? Well, I have the best 
job in the world.” 


During Pirot’s tenure, the concern for the 
future of the city has largely come in the 
form of interdisciplinary events, designed 
to bring artists from all walks together. 
From the Ultimate Days of Creation to last 
year's night clubs—essentially racous, 
art-themed parties that will continue this 
year—Pirot sees particular value in cross- 
ing artists’ wires, helping them grow their 
appreciation for things outside their disci- 
pline, something that, he says, is increas- 
ingly paying off. 

"Those kind of connections are really just 
starting to develop and really strengthen,” 
he explains, "I think that in the next 10 
years the people who are going to be run- 
ning this media arts association, the people 
that are going to be programming this film 
series, the people that are the artistic direc- 
tors oftheatre and dance companies, they'll 
all know each other in a way that will be 
stronger because of Nextfest, because they 
had that experience together." W 


Check back next week for individual pre- 
views of each of the programs at Nextfest, 
and the following week for reviews of the 
festival. 
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The absurdism employed in these sto- 
ries generates an intense emotional re- 
sponse, an intimacy between the reader 
and the text. There's the sense one is 
spying on small corners of the universe 
heretofore unknown, though this privi- 
lege comes with responsibility. To return 
to the beginning, in the first story, "Three 
Arms Less,” the horror of life during war- 
time is demonstrated when a small boy 
is orphaned by the same bomb that took 
his arms away. The idea that somehow 
there's a cosmic balance, that losing arms 
can be made up for, that there's justice, is 
revealed as an absurdity. 

The final line in the last story, "The En- 
gagement,” is a direct line to the reader, a 
challenge, a dare to find meaning in any 
story, in any moment of life, to construct 
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VISUAL ARTS // SOUNDSCAPES 


Sounds goo 
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Sala's paintings prove vibrant abstractions 


ADAM WALDRON-BLAIN 
J RDAMWROVUEWEEKLY.COM 


im Sala's Soundscapes is a col- 
lection of bright abstract paint- 
ings animated with a strong sense of 
movement and bold graphic shapes, 
inspired by music. MFA shows at the U 
of A's FAB Gallery are generally inter- 
esting and exciting glimpses of strong 
emerging artists, and although this 
show seems somewhat unsurprising 
in its nature and subject matter, its 
striking, visually appealing canvases 
fit well into that narrative. . 
Sala's statement quotes Charles 
Baudelaire on his interest in formal 
translation between emotional and 
sensational experiences, described as 
“synesthesia.” As hinted in the title, 
Soundscapes is in part an attempt to 
translate recorded auditory experi- 
ences into painted forms. Interesting- 
ly, despite the painting's connections 
to the history of zoth century abstract 
expressionism and Baudelaire's in- 
fluentially Romantic position in his- 
tory (the quote itself is taken from his 
admiring review of Richard Wagner's 
music), the statement hesitates to dis- 
cuss any kind of emotional relevance 
of the work. Only once does Sala hint 
at it, stating “I have always enjoyed 
the noise of the city.” 


Her sense of joy is crucial to the 
paintings themselves. They are 
large, vibrant works, filled with 
graphic cut-out shapes, to me re- 
calling contemporary vector-drawn 
graphic design, which give them an 
exciting dimensionality and sense 
of movement. In the best paintings 
in the show, these shapes seem to be 
attached awkwardly to one another, 
pulling amongst themselves and 
about to lurch off of the stretcher, or 
to be already in the midst of such a 
deconstructive process as the shapes 
tumble through the space of the im- 
age. I found two works in particular 


meaning, because we are meaningful crea- 
tures who desire order and purpose and so 


impose iton an uncaring, unknowinguni- - 


verse: "I speak only to fill the silence—my 
stories are of no consequence.” After we 
have spent the last 192 pages with Ross, 
how dare he? It is as though he is invali- 
dating all the effort we have putin to read- 
ing his works, perhaps making a mockery 
of our desire to pass the time in what we 
thought was a consequential manner. All 
tongue-in-cheek, of course. 

Fans of Ross will find that most of the 
stories collected in this volume have been 
printed in a variety of previous publica- 
tions, but for anyone familiar with Ross's 
work, this book is a must-have and teem- 
ing with gold nuggets; to the uninitiated, 
it is a welcome introduction to a challeng- 
ing but unerringly entertaining writer. WV 
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to be less satisfying because they 
lacked this same sense of excite- 
ment, as the cut-out shapes seemed 
too evenly-spread to create such an 
unstable composition. Elsewhere 
however, the shapes work very well 
in one of the most interesting works, 
visible as one climbs the stairs, they 
manage to echo the theme of syn 
esthesia and formal translation by 
making the black-on-black mono 
chrome seem colourful and alive 
My one concern for the show is 
undoubtably tied-up with my own 
sense of taste, as this style is not ni 
preference. Despite this, I think tha: 


the paintings have an undeniable 
sense of motion and life and some 
of them are quite wonderful to loo} 
at, but I am less sure about some 

Sala's conceptual choices. To me 
"synesthesia seems a simple, eas) 
and popular way of avoiding serious 
discussion—it reads as a little cliche, 
a retread of Baudelaire’s 1861 work 
and-so much 20th century painting 
Unlike Yan Geng’s recent explora 
tion of similar expressionist subject 
matter, Sala doesn't seem to want 
make a direct comment about the 
history which she draws upon. She 
quotes Baudelaire's argument tha! 
sound, form and colour are "(suit 
able] for the translation of ideas,” bu 
it's not entirely clear what ideas she 
wants to translate. Perhaps this is a 
question for her future career, one 
that we can hope she will answer in 
as fine a style. W 


Her sense of joy 
is crucial to the 
paintings themselves. 
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Buying 
Cigarettes 
for 

the Dog 


Stories by 
Stuart Ross 


NICE DOGGY >> Ross provokes and 
entertains in Buying Cigarettes for the P29 


>> NOCTURNES 


‘conspire with 

dencies within his narrators to gradu- 
ally reveal intricate discrepancies 
between the personal story be- 
relayed and the larger story 
the world surrounding. Un- 
reliable narrators constitute a 
well-mined trope in fiction, but 
|shiguro has raised it to a highly 
particular, melancholy art through 
crisp, concise language, inventive 


narratives, a sly manipulation of genres as : 
varied as science-fiction and mystery, and, : 
most especially, an unusual willingness to : guitarist living in Venice, plays for tourists on 
: the piazza circuit, one of whom being Tony : 
his protagonists. I've pretty much adored : 
everything he's written, and greatly ad- : 


immerse himself so fully into the minds of 


the bar pretty high. 
Still with Nocturnes: Five Stories 


can't quite traverse is the one that separates 


the needs of long-form from the short. The : 


stories in Nocturnes are each perfectly ab- 
sorbing and worth the relatively brief in- 
vestment required, but taken either as sepa- 


rate components or as a whole—which is : 


<")) 


i Pe. 


t moves 


struggles with a shorter format 
uneasy Nocturnes 


Ashiguro's most widely admired : 
Sear as The Remains of the Day, : 


SNAP 


invites you to attend our upcoming exhibition: 


Mark Bovey 
The Ledge_ Suite 


___ Aptist Talk Thursday June 4th 7pm 
7a Opening Reception Thursday June 4th8—10pm 
= xttition Continues June-4th July 1th 2009 


SNAP GALLERY © 10309-97 St * Edmonton, AB 
p- 780.423.1492 ¢ e. snap @snapartists.com 


stasis contrasted with lives in 


make that knowingness resonate deeply. 
In “Crooner,” Jan, a cheerful young Polish 


playing: "| tried to make it sound like America, : 


: sad roadside bars, big long highways, and | : 
: guess | was thinking of my mother, the way 
: fd come into the room and see her on the ? don't listen to each other. This not-listening 
: sofa gazing at her record sleeve" Each is lost : goes on for a while. Again, Ishiguro holds 
: in private, disparate reveries, but if Jon's rev- : things together. He never betrays the basic 
: erie Is slightly clichéd, | can't sayleverbought : traits with which he's endowed his protag- 
? into Gardner's story at all Like a number of : onist—though he does, rather improbably, 
: the larger-than-life Americans found in Noc- : 


: turnes, he feels like.a conceit. 
Presumably the author's intention—they ! 


i never quite ascend to Ishiguro’s established 


We Were Orphans or his most re- : heights of emotional complexity. As with all: 
cent, Never Let Me Go, memory's vice grips : Ishiguro's work, these stories—of vagabond : 
some essential inward ten- : third wheels trying to interpret the cryptic : which—get this—finds Steve, a struggling 


tensions that exist between couples, of : Los Angeles saxophonist, agreeing to allow 


musicians who never quite make it : 
as big as they'd hoped, of lives in : to pay for Steve's plastic surgery, a dubious : 
: effort to help forward the unhandsome : 


upheaval—observe the precar- : session player's lagging career. Steve winds 


lousness of nostalgia and the : up spending his post-surgery rest period in : 
pitfalls of poor communication : the posh hotel where he meets the slightly 


with knowingness. The problem 
might simply be that few of these = 
characters truly come tolifesoasto : 


older, rather convincingly batty Lindy, who's 


just gone under the knife for the third or : 
: fourth time. There are several moments in 
: Nocturmes where Ishiguro, who mastered a 


Kafkaesque comic vernacular in his under- 


: rated The Unconsoled, strains for laughs. 
: But once Steve and Lindy meet, the both of 
Gardner, a 60ish, once-famous American : 
: vocalist. He asks Jan to play backup during a : 


mired its daring variation, so| guess I've set : moonlight serenade for Gardner's wife Lindy. : in bandages, at one point trying to retrieve 


= They discuss strategies for injecting specific : 
of : ity of feeling into one’s performances, culti- 
Music and Nightfall (Knopf, $29.95), Ishig- : 
uro's first story cycle, | began to wonder if : 


them traipsing around the hotel in the mid- 


: dle of the night with their heads wrapped 


: astolen trophy from the bowels of a roast 
: turkey, | have to hand it to Ish: this stuff is 
vating those unuttered mental images that : 
: imbue one's playing with texture. What Jan : 
the one literary boundary Ishiguro's genius : has in his mind—memories of his mother : the movie version. 
: taking consolation in Gardner's records dur- : 
ing bleak days in Communist Poland—differs  : 
3 greatly with what Gardner has in mind— : too much repetition. Middle-aged university 
: memories of a marriage that for his wife has : 


= essentially been a career move. Jan says of his 


pretty hilarious. And it cries out for a young- 


: er Woody Allen and Diane Keaton, say, to do 


But in "Come Rain or Come Shine," similar 
hi-jinx are thwarted by an uncertain tone or 


> pals reunite. They're so comfortable with 


= each other that they can insult each other : the story wanting to know more without 


? feeling we've been ripped off. W 


and, despite protests to the contrary, insist 


YOU 


HERE 


: they know what the other js thinking to 
: Increasingly absurd degrees. Basically, they 


BELONG 


: have him imitate a dog. But what he has en- 
+ dowed his protagonist and his narrative with 


: here is pretty limited, even for a short story. 
: Lindy Gardner, however, is more devel- : The more serious "Malvern Hills’ is similarly 


: oped, particularly since she's able to re- : founded ina solid premise—young English 


: turn later in "Nocturne," the fourth story, ‘ guitarist meets long-married Swiss tourists 
: so oblivious to each other they don't seem 


> to exist on the same planet—that doesn't 


the rich man who stole his wife from him : arrive at a very satisfying resolution 


Which leaves us with "Cellists,” the col- 


: lection’s final and in some ways strongest 
: tale, partially because while being written in 
: Ishiguro’s customary first-person, the narra- 
: tor is telling the stories of other people who 


remain sufficiently enigmatic as to make 
us wonder about what really transpired 


: between them and where their paths led 
= them in the shadow years after the story 
: finishes, It concerns Tibor, another talented 
: young musician from another Eastern Euro- 
: pean country—tshiguro's quite sensitive to 
: the distinctive experiences of Eastern Euro- 
+ peans who fall under the spell of Western 
 music—who's taken under the wing of Elo- 
: ise, another American musical celebrity—or 
: at least that’s what Eloise advertises herself 
: as. Eloise is a fascinating question mark, 
: existing on this strange frontier where it's 
: hard to distinguish between what passes 
: as lived-in wisdom and as pure fantasy. Her 
: true nature is fundamentally unknown to 
? us, yet what we do know about her are 
: details so carefully arranged that we leave 
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Steve Earle - Townes (new west) 

Neil Young — Fork In The Road (reprise) 

Gurf Morlix — Last Exit To Happyland (gurf morlix) 
Neko Case - Middle Cyclone (ant) 

Jim Byrnes — My Walking Stick (black hen) 
Grizzly Bear - Veckatimest (warp) 

Joel Plaskett - Three (maplemusic) 

Hayden — The Place Where We Lived (hardwood) 
10. John Doe & The Sadies — Country Club (outside) 
11. The Decemberists — The Hazards Of Love (capitol) 
12. Mastodon -—Crack The Skye (reprise) 

13. Patrick Watson - Wooden Times (secret city) 

14, Leonard Cohen - Live In London (columbia) 

15. Pink Mountaintops — Outside Love (agjaguwar) 
16. JJ Cale - Roll On (rounder) 

17. Ruthie Foster - Truth (blue com) 

18. Iron & Wine - Around The Well (sub pop) 

19. Isis - Wavering Radiant (ipecac) 

20. Dog Day -— Concentration (outside) 

21. Wayne Hancock - Viper Of Melody (bloodshot) 
22. Yeah Yeah Yeah's — It's Blitz! (interscope) 

23. Justin Townes Earle - Midnight At The Movies (bloodshot) 
24. Booker T — Potato Hole (anti) 

25. St. Vincent - Actor (4ad) 

26. Buddy & Julie Miller — Written In Chalk (new west) 
27. Depeche Mode - Sounds Of The Universe (emi) 
28. Propagandhi - Supporting Caste (smallman) 

29. V/A— Dark Was The Night (4ad) 

30. Deep Dark Woods - Winter Hours (olack hen) 


RT OF TIME ENSEMBLE 
BLACK FLOWERS storm SARAH SLEAN 


Last November Sarah performed at the first annual Art of 
ON SALE Now! 
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Time Ensemble Gala Benefit, a unique fundraising event 

that was held at Integral House in Toronto, ON. Before that 7 ar 
event, the ensemble got together to record an album of " f 
pieces selected from the Songbook series, which they had ; 

performed a couple years earlier. The Art of Time Ensemble 
featuring Sarah Slean, Black Flowers thus includes songs 
by Leonard Cohen, Sarah Harmer, Mary Margaret O'Hara, 
John Southworth, Hawskley Workman, Feist, and more, all 
arranged for classical ensemble and voice 
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FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 780.426.2889 


OR EMAIL LISTINGS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 3PM 
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ALHAMBRA ENSEMBLE ESPANOL, FLAVIA 
BAILES DE ESPANA Timms Cente, 87 


Ay St, U of A+ Sun, $25 (adv 
Ve, 212 . june 14, 7pm at 
‘TIX on the Square)/$35 ‘doen a 

NEGEV GALA CONCERT Jubilee Auditorium » The 
Chai Folk Ensemble i folk dance ensemble)» 
‘Tue, June 16, 8pm « Info/tickets call 780.481.7881 
NEXTFEST Theatre Network's Roxy Theatre, 
The Living Room Play House, and visual arts 
venues + Celebrating the works of emerging 
artists in theatre, dance, film, music, and visual 
arts « Dancefest@Nextfest: three programs 
featuring over 50 dancers « June 11-22 
TRANSENDANCE-CITIE BALLET Eva O. 
Howard Theatre, Victoria School « Chameleon 
Dance Edmonton and Citie Ballet, Siareperephy 
by Jojo Lucila and Francois Chevennement at 
June 6, 8pm «$20 (adult)/S15 (student/senior/chil 
under 12) at www.citieballet.com, door 


FILM 

NEXTFEST Theatre Network's Roxy Theatre, The 
Living Room Play House, and visual arts venues « 
Celebrating the works Slenaee artists with the- 
atre, dance, film, music, and visual arts « Filmfest@ 
Nextfest: a mostly-horror, m: B-style selection 
of films, including Galen Pendleton’s Nightmare 


Island: The Legend Of Hookface «June 11-21 
ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM 12845-102nd Ave, 
780.453.9100 = The premiere of Geio Takach's 
new document Will the Real Alberta 
Please Stand Up? followed by Q&A and recep~ 
tion = June 6, ipm + Free 

TRANSALTA ARTS BARN 10330-84 Ave, 
780.409.1910 « Movie/TV Night: Big Rock 
Eddies in affiliation with Fringe Theatre Ad- 
ventures « Mon, June 8, 7pm 


GALLERIES + MUSEUMS 


AGNES BUGERA GALLERY 12310 Jasper Ave, 
780.482.2854 + Artworks by Gordon Harper, June 
6-18; opening reception: Sat, June 6, 2-4pm; 
artist in attendance 

ALBERTA CRAFT COUNCIL 10186-106 St, 
780.488.6611 + Discovery Gallery: COMING UP 
NEXT: Artworks by emerging artists Sullivan- 
Holdgrafer, ie Davidson, and Matt id; un- 
tilJune 6- AND DIVERSITY: Until June 20 
ART BEAT GALLERY 26 St. Anne Street, St. 
Albert, 780.459.3679 » TIMELESS: Oil paintings 
by Joe Haire and Al Roberge « Until June 30 
Art Walk: Thu, June 4, 6-9pm 
ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave, 780.441.6966 « NextFest 
Art peer i sistas Kaiser's Keep 
Christmas With You roughout The Year « Sat, 
June 6, 7-12 midnight + No cover 

ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA Ent ean 
a ised i gah a + KO. [: The 
H llection of igth Century Photographs of 
Japan; until June 7 - Lecture in Enterprise Square; 
ii and Imagination in cat eee Photo- 
si yee ale flee ley; Thu, June 4, 
7-8:30pm; free (A member)/$10 (non-member) 
. SHIGE THE 53 STATIONS OFT. 
TOKAIDO ROAD: Printmaker Ando Hiroshige’s 
famous series of Ukiyo-e woodblock prints 

from 1833-1834; until June 7 « THE P, ERAS 
PRINTMAKER: Impressionist prints from the 
National Gallery of Canada; until Aug 23 « A NEW 
LIGHT: Canadian Painting after Impressionism; 
until Aug 23 « KRISTYT! TORLD: 
japanese Noh Theatre 


Century Landscapes; until June 28 » Talks 
Tours: What's the big idea behind an exhibition? 
How do 
show? Painters, Printmakers and igth Century 
France with Ruth Burns, Interpretive nag 
er; Every Tue, 12220-12:50pm; June 9, 
bers + Free (member)/Si0 ult (senior/ 
TA dent} $5 Coos and under)/$20 
(family—2 adults, 4 children’ 
CHRISTL BERGSTROM'S RED GALLERY 962:- 
82 Ave, 780.498.1984 » MYSELF, THE PORTRAIT: 
A series of male portraits and other works « 
Until Aug 30 
COMMON SENSE 10546-2:5 St, ose 
www.commo! lery.com = 
TIVES Art by Michael Cor + Until June 21 « Open- 
ing reception: June 20, 7-10pm. 
CROOKED POT GALLERY 4712-51 Ave, Stony 
Plain, 780. . nm Tue-Sat 10am-spm « IN- 
ox iiss: Works by Bob Barclay, 
through June 
ELECTRUM GALLERY 12419 Stony Plain Rd, 
Pagiaatca<tols nk e) lery by Wayne 
Ma ie, and artworks by various artists 
GALLERY Atrium, 1st Fi, Enterprise 
Sq, 10230 Jasper Ave, 780.492.0166 » Open Mon- 


Sun 7am-1upm + by 
Linda Van Someren « Until July 1+ Opening 


Jespriors bared U of A, 22 St, 
Be EA ecintcest a De 

Mc etre ome nl emp 
Se he yess cggttie ak 
Chigiri-e Art Association exhibit « June 6-16 + 
OE eae be + Open- 
ing reception: June 6, 2-4pm 


FRINGE GALLERY Whyte Ave, bsmt of 
the ant po 7hoyn0n -Atworks by Ken 
+ Unt 


Dalgarno + Until June 30 

Bal GALLERY 12: er ree: wd 

7 rasan C) 2 
MAN BODY: Sculptures by Melissa Baron, 
Manda Champagne and other U of A's Art and 
Design students + Until June 7 

Main finston. jo 
« ABORIGINAL TEEN ART EXERT, presented by 


Edmonton Public School Board + Until June 15 
GALLERY inane 523-48 eee 
403.342.4642 + : eri 
032 fats Schule Past Fri: June s2-9pth; 
opening: 6-9pm, artists in attendance 
HARCOURT HOUSE 3rd Fl, 10215-2112 St, 
7Bo. + Main : THE BOX: Installa- 
tion Forero + Front Room: POINT OF 
VIEW: Arch Enterprises « June 4-12 « Opening 
reception: Thu, June 4, 7pm. 
GALLERY-RED DEER Sunworks, 
Ross St, Red Deer, 403.346.8937 » REINVENT- 
NATURE: Works on paper by Greg Blair + Un- 
til June 26 - Opening reception: Fri, June 5, 6-8pm 
HOMEFIRE GRILL 1820-100 Ave « Mon-Thu 
uam-iopm, Thu-Fri :am-1pm « TRANSITIONS: 
Artworks by Judi Popham + ugh June 
JEFF ALLEN GALLERY Strathcona Place Senior 
Centre, 10831 University Ave, 780.433-5807 
+ Open Mon-Fri 11:30am—1pmn and 3-4pm + 
PETALS: Floral watercolours by Karin 
Hadfield « Until June 25 « Opening reception: 
Wed, June 10, 6:30-8:3pm 
GALLERY - Southside: 7p2-85 St, 
780.465.6172; Artworks by various artists - North- 
side: 11817-B80 St, 780.479.8424; Artworks by varous 
artists « Through june 


KAMENA 57.3 Tr S, 780.944.9497 * Mon- 
Wed, Fri 1oam-6pm; Thu 10am-7pm; Sat 1oam-5- 
pm + Artworks by various artists 

LANDO GALLERY 11130-105 Ave, 780.990.1161 + 
Artworks by Barbara McGivern + June 5-27 « Open- 
ing reception: June 6, 2-4pm 

LATITUDE 53 10248-106 St, 780.423.5353 * Main 
Space: THE SECRET OF THE MIDNIGHT 
SHADOW: Art by Dary! Vocat; Fri, June 5, 8pm; 
opening reception: Fri, June 5, 8pm; Artist tall: 
Sat, June 6, 1pm * Projex Room: PREY: Paintings 
and drawings by Dana Holst » Rooftop Patio 
Series: Thu, June 11, 5pm. 

LOFT GALLERY A. J. Ottewell Arts Centre, 590 
Broadmoor Blvd, Sherwood Park, 780.922.6324 + 
Open Thu ; Sat 10am-4pm » NEW ART: 
New selections of the Permanent Art Acquisition 
collection of the Strathcona County + Until June 30 


MCMULLEN GALLERY U of A Hospital, 8440-112 


St, 780.407.7152 » URBAN TEXTURE. sbymembers ~ 


of Articulation: Fibre artworks Ean on the 
City of Winnipeg's architecture « Unti Si 
MCPAG Multicultural Centre Public Art Gallery, 
5411-51 St, Stony Plain, 780.963.2777 « Di 
- IDEAS FOR A CULTURAL : By 
students from Stony Plain Memorial Composite 
High School; until June 18 
MICHIF CULTURAL AND METIS RESOURCE 
eee EB Mission aes sey 780.651.8176 
Aboriginal Veterans Di: » Gi op « Finger 
weaving and sash display by Celina Loyer 
NEXTFEST J , 9535 Jasper Ave+ 
g= A preview of artists: COMBINES 
eee Pe 
5 les by Jacol mn 
Be GREEN BRIAN Brian Lee « Sat, June 6, 7-12 
+» KEEP CHRISTMAS YOU ALLTHROUGH- 
OUT THE YEAR: Art by Jonathan Kaiser 
NINA HAGGERTY St: ai Ok Ave, 
780.474.7611 » ALBERTA ARTISTS’ BRAIN 
INJURY SOCIETY (AABIS): Until June 17 
PETER ROBERTSON MAIN GALLERY 10183-1:2 
St, 780.452.0286 « Artworks by Amy-Claire Hues- 
tis « Until June 20 
PROFILES PUBLIC ART 


jessica 


19 Perron St, St 
based 
‘Connor, 


soos of uae 


PRIORY ae i 
Rel, 780.477-50» OP OT CENTRE 75 EARS OF 


SUITE: Mark s series of digital prints; June 


June 4,7. «RAW 

TOURED ¢ ASSES: Printworks by April Dean; 
opening reception: Thu, June 4,7-9p™m 
SPRUCE GROVE ART GALLERY Melcor Cultur- 
al Centre, 35-5 Ave, Spruce Grove, 780.962.0664 


+ Allied Arts Council of 
show + Until June 13 Sec ers tember 


STEPPES. 1259-91 St» West 

Ca Pane ape 
y Manola io; until July 6 « To vi e 

Man poral J oo 


TELUS WORLD OF SCIENCE 11211-142 St 
780.452.9100 » DA VINCI: THE GENIUS: Until 

+ IMAX: VAN GOGH: BRUSH WITH 
¢) 'S; until Sept 7 


AUDREYS BOOKS 10702 A 23,3 
Seog Nigts headin echo 
CARROT CAFE 9351-118 Ave, 780.471.1580 « Can 
ing Circle « Tue, A critique circ! 
segetive eyery mech ae 
CITY ARTS CENTRE 1094; Hes ae 29 » 
cling le: Tell storie. 
ea 


TALES. Monthly Sto: Cir 
or come to listen; 2nd Fri month + Until 
June, 8pm; $3 (free first time) 
ROSIE'S 10475-80 Ave, 780.439.7211 « TALES 
Eamonion Sol CHE TALES. Alberta 

st to} ling open mic + ist 
Thu each month, 7-9pm + Pay- a You Will mir 


$6); info at 780.932.4409 + Here Be Dragons; June « 
ROUGE LOUNGE 10111-117 St, 780.902.5900 « 
Poesy uaa Every Tue with Edmonton's loca 
poets « 8pm + No cover 

UPPER CRUST CAFE 10909-86 Ave, 
780.422.8174 » The Poets’ Haven: Monday Nighi 
reading series presented by Stroll of Poets . 
Every Mon, 7pm + $5 door 


DIRTY ROTTEN SCOUNDRELS Mayfield 
Dinner Theatre 16615-109 Ave, 780.433.4051 » 
Book by Jeffrey Lane, music and lyrics by Davi 
Yazbek « Until June 28 « Tickets at Mayfield 
office, toll-free: 1.877.529,7829 

FOOTLIGHT FESTIVAL Walterdale Playhous: 
aes Ave, www.walterdaleplayhouse.com 

+ Short plays, workshops, Play readings and 
round table discussions + Until June 6 « $14-$16 
(adults)/$12-$14 (students/seniors); Festival 
passes at TIX on the Square 

GLORIOUS Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave, 
780.434.5564 + Shadow Theatre » A comed 
into the real life of the World’s worst Opera 
by Peter Quilter, starring Coralie Cais + Unt! 
June 14 « Sio (preview); Tue: Two-for-one; Sat ma 
ras -You-Can (door); weekdays, Sun mat: S2 
(adult)/$17 (student/senior) at TIX on the Squar 
HEAL THYSELF 


mers 
+ Sat, June 13, 2:30-3:30pm » $25 at TIX on the 
HOOKED Catalyst Theatre, 10943-84 Ave + A 
musical by Gregory Caswell - June 5-7, June 0-4 
7:30pm; June 6-7, 14: 2pm + $20 at TIX on the 
Square, door 


THE OF BEING EARNEST Knox- 
Metropolitan United Church, RADI, 109 St+ By 
Oscar Wilde, adapted and abridged by Harold G 
Sliker, directed by Elizabeth Johannson, presente 
Dire gth Street Players Knox-Metropolitan 
nited Church «June 56, Berm; Sun, June 7, 2pm 
$io (adult)/$8 (senior)/$s (child) at 780.439.1718, door 
IMPROVAGANZA INTERNATIONAL IMPROV 
FESTIVAL Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave/B- 
Scene Studios, 8212-104 St » Rapid Fire Theatre « 
Varscona Theatre: Semety, Fri-Sat 1pm, no 
show June 21-23; S10 (weekdays)/S1s (Fri-Sat/S20 
inal show on Sat, June 27,upm)+B-Scene 
dios: Thu-Sat 8:30pm; $10 + June 27-27 « Ticket 
available at TIX on the Square; Sat Kids Puppet 
Show: Sat 2pm Pay-What-You-Can at the door 
LET THERE BE HEIGHT-AN AERIAL CABARET 
la Cité Francophone, 8627-91 St + Firefly Theatre 
+ Sat, June 13, 8pm « $28 (all-ages at on the 
Square)/$30 (door) 
NEXTFEST Theatre Network's Roxy Theatre, The 
ivi Room Play House, 15 visual arts venues 
rCelebrating the works of emerging artis 
theatre, dance, film, music, visual arts «June »-" 


* Mainstage Theatre: One Hundred Days of Sunlight 


by Annette Christie, Letters To Noce 

GALA Avenue The 
atre, 338 Ave « Cabaret evenings showcase 
the of local and national Nations 
artists in Workshop Wes 


Theatre «June 12-23 + Siz a (student/se- 


(yvuunnen 


up just yet //Supplied 
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" AMONNNIONAKEMIG HORAN 


Sane and big hair. Studded 
neck collars. Bondage gear. Mix 
those visuals with speedy metal mu- 
sic and you've got the sort of over- 
the-top rock 'n’ roll comedy that 
filmmaker Rob Reiner captured in 
his mockumentary This Is Spinal Tap. 
Except that the band at the heart of 
this story is Anvil—a real Canadian 
metal group that formed in 1978 and 
recorded its first album—Hard 'N’ 
Heavy—in 1981. Despite a few years 


ROCK MORTAL >> The story of a band who haven't made it, but aren't about to give 
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ENTARY // ANVIL! THE STORY OF ANVIL 


of success—1982's Metal On Metal 
being their professional zenith—the 
group eventually faded into the back- 


’ ground. But it never went away. 


Director Sacha Gervasi's Anvil! The 
Story of Anvil picks the story up 30 
years after the band's inception, 
when founding members singer/gui- 
tarist Steve "Lips" Kudlow and drum- 
mer Robb Reiner—yes, Robb Reiner, 
with two b's—are still guiding the 
band through a series of albums and 
oddball bar gigs. 

As the film opens, the comparison 
to Spinal Tap—the movie and the 


Onlineatvueweekly.co 


band it spawned—stands, as Gervasi 
follows footage of a spandex-clad 
Anvil with a parade of testimonials 
to Anvil's influence: Metallica's Lars 
Ulrich, Guns N’ Roses’ Slash, Motor- 
head's Lemmy and more all sing the 
band's praises, admitting the influ- 
ence that Anvil had on heavy metal 
in the early ‘80s and then wondering 
just why their own bands went on to 
lofty heights of success while Anvil 
stumbled and all but disappeared. 

This could very easily have been a 
film that simply transposed the film- 
making Reiner's comedic model to a 
real band, but Gervasi comes to the 
material from a unique position: in 
the early '80s he worked on Anvil's 
road crew for several tours before 
going on to a career in Hollywood. 
Much like the band's musical con- 
temporaries, Gervasi found success 
while Anvil struggled onward. As 
such, Gervasi approaches the film 
with an appreciation for the origi- 
nal duo's perseverance and refusal 
to give up on music, despite the fact 
that they have spent decades with 
the industry's moneymakers slam- 
ming doors on them—as well as for 
the fact that both men have wives 
and kids, and so they work day jobs 
to support both their families and 
their music. 


But it doesn't take long before it 
becomes apparent that The Story of 
Anvil is actually far removed from 
This Is Spinal Tap. Gervasi is not pok- 
ing fun at Anvil—all the comic relief 
necessary is provided by Kudlow's 
droll personality. When the band 
lands in Sweden for a rock festival, 
the camera catches Kudlow chasing 


Toy Stories 
by Brian Gibson 


How Pixar is changing the way we 
look at animation. 


down several aging rock musicians 
like a dedicated fan boy, occasionally 
raising a smile but more often receiv- 
ing a brush off, all the while grinning 
ear to ear as he relishes the chance to 
meet (and reunite) with some of his 
heroes. But while there are enough 
laughs to keep the story from sinking 
into a depressing groove, it's the face 
that Kudlow puts on while braving 
Opposition that makes The Story of 
Anvil a tale worth hearing. 


What sets Anvil 
apart from so many 
others is the refusal 
to stop trying and 
the sheer enjoyment 
that is in evidence 
every time they play 
a song. 


As the disappointments keep piling 
up and the grind wears on, it's easy to 
feel pity for Kudlow and Reiner, their 
dream seemingly quite broken by the 
time they are hovering around 50 
years of age. Yet, more than a glim- 
mer of hope still resides in their eyes, 
and while it's sometimes difficult to 
watch them hanging their hopes on 
what could very well be delusions of 
fame, there's also something admi- 
rable about the duo's refusal to give 
up. Kudlow's heart beats as strong 
as it ever did as he expresses the joy 
he gets from music both in thought- 
ful, excited words and in pyrotechnic 
guitar solos up on fhe stage. 

While Anvil is most certainly at the 
centre of this story, it's also a glimpse 


int 
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into the potential future of any num- 
ber of younger bands out there. As 
Kudlow says at one point to a small 
group of fans, the vast majority of 
musicians never make any real mon- 
ey at playing music. What sets An- 
vil apart from so many others is the 
refusal to stop trying and the sheer 
enjoyment that is in evidence every 
time they play a song. The dream is 
still there, and that's enough. 

Music gives them an opportunity to 
shove the day jobs from their minds, 
and it's inspiring early on when 
Kudlow puts his cards on the table 
"It could never be worse than what it 
already is. ... But on the other hand, 
if it did get worse, at least this time 
after all's said and done I could say 
that all has been said and done in- 
stead of that I've left a whole bunch 
of things undone.” 

Gervasi doesn't pull his punches in 
the film, shining a light on Kudlow 
and Reiner's faults as well, and the 
effect is that both men appear as real 
human beings, guys down the street. 
The guys in Anvil keep playing music 
because that's what they do for fun, 
and it gives them a reason to grin 
as life takes its best shot at them. In 
short, they're playing music for all 
the right reasons, and Gervasi cap- 
tures that sentiment well 

FRI, JUN 5, SUN JUN 7, TUE, JUN 9 (7.PM) 

SAT, JUN 6 (9 PM) 

ANVIL! THE STORY OF ANVIL 

DIRECTED BY SACHA GERVASI 

STARRING STEVE "LIPS* KUDLOW, ROBB 

REINER 

METRO CINEMA (9828 - 107A AVE) 


KKKKI 


e 6 
Minimal masters 


Pair of films keep it sublimely simple 


"Direct to DVD" has certain distasteful : 
connotations in the film world. Here in : 
Edmonton, though, where Metro only : 


has so many hours in the day 
and most other theatres have 
minimal interest in anything 
non-commercial or stylisti- 
cally esoteric, that phrase 
is practically a recommen- 
dation: | haven't undertaken 
this with any kind of scientif- 
ic rigour, but I'd bet a hot meal 
on a cold day that an equal num- 


ber of inventive, worthy films debut on : 


DVD racks as on big screens. 


Fear(s) of the Dark (Peur(s) du noir) : 
is kind of a perfect example of what I'm : 
talking about, a moody, engaging and : 
even occasionally hilarious collection : 
of animated films exploring, roughly, : 
the concept of fear. Armed with some : 


that enliven the whole thing. 


jump-out-and-boo, way— 


Burns’ entry, at least, has the ; 
feeling of a particularly creepy— : 
as with most of the collection, more : 
! in a psychological, as opposed to: 
campfire : 
tale, told in the the first person with : 
an understated sense of impending : 
dread. The shot opens on an appar- : 
ently old man, gazing out the window - 
longingly, moaning about the pain and : 


: awaiting his medication. His narration : 
= soon takes us back to his boyhood, : 
: where he captures an odd, alien-like : 
: insect, which promptly escapes and is : 
: more or less forgotten until he finally : 
: manages to meet a girl while studying : 
very talented storytellers arid artists— : 
Sub Pop/RAW illustrator and creator : 
of the brilliant coming-of-age/mutant : 
graphic novel Black Hole Charles : 
Burns and Dr. Jekyll & Mr. Hyde : 
artist Lorenzo Mattotti being : 
the biggest names—the vi- : 
gnettes feel a bit like camp- : 
fire ghost stories, though : 
with some notable deviances : 


in university. Related in Burns' stark : 
style—which occasionally looks like : 
it was negatively drawn, white ink on : 
black paper, and, to be fair, only trans- : 
lates so well to the computer anima- : 
tion technique used here—it's a sly ex- : 
ploration of the fear of relationships, : 
and has a lot of parallels to Black : 
Hole, especially its equation between : 
body and mental states. : 

The best story, however, is prob- : 
ably Richard McGuire's closer, a haunted : 
house fable told entirely in neo-cartoon- : 
ish black and white. Despite his aes- : 
thetic simplicity, McGuire is a master at : 
letting things go bump In the dark, and : 
tells most of his story with just a circle : 
of "light® (stark white shapes) on a black : 
screen. Other highlights include Mat- : 
toti's old-time ghost story, explaining : 
how an alligator came to be hung on the : 


roof of a church, and a series of abstract : 
drawings played against the neurotic, : 
small-minded and hilarious liberal-guilt : 
fears of a woman, which is interspersed : 
throughout. Fear(s) of the Dark never re- : 
ally gets too philosophically deep, butit's : 
a worthy ensemble, and something of a : 
> Lafontaine, for instance, was obviously a 
> favourite destination for the city's film- 
Equally minimal, though to an entirely : 
: and-white shots of couples paddling on 


master class in minimal storytelling. 


different effect, is Luc Bourdon's The 


Memories of Angels (La mémoire des : 
: anges), a love letter to both Montréal : 
and our National Film Board stitched : 
together entirely from 1940s, '5Os : 
: and '60s NFB films set in . Essentially : 
an extended montage—Bourdon of- : 
fers no narration, all the sound diag- : 
etic, sometimes in the form of dialogue : 
and conversation, but mostly musical, : 
found sounds creating the soundtrack : 
of a city—Angels seems less like run- : 
yning through memory than a dream (I ; 
guess those are related), tracking brief : 
scenes, letting one image suggest an- : 


other, drifting seemingly (but only : 
: = expected powers of visual history. W 


seemingly) through the city. 


Though it's interesting purely as a his- 
torical record—it follows Montréal as it 
grows up, touching on everything from 
the city's expanse to the rise of Que- 
bec nationalism—perhaps Bourdon's 
best trick is how he weaves together 
similar scenes from different eras. Parc 


makers, and Bourdon jumps from black- 


its lake to colourful images of children 
playing, families and young folks stroll- 
ing through eras. He repeats the tech- 
nique in a few notable areas, like down- 
town and on St Catherine's, the effect 
suggesting the continuous nature of a 
city, the fact that, as much as the physt- 
cal reality changes, cities are essentially 
just groups of people with remarkably 
similar goals and ways of living. 

That recognition of a certain kind of 


= universality is what makes Angels some- 


thing more than just a historic record, 
and is enough to remind even a city as 
cinematically desolate as ours of the un- 
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ANVIL Sinn” THE POOL 
FRIDAY, SUNDAY wo TUESDAY oc 7D0PM SATURDAY nc 7:00PM 
SATURDAY cr 00M SUNDAY « TUESDAY 1:00PM 


| BIKEOLOGY: MOVIE MONDAYS 
MONDAY at 7:00PM - FREE ADMISSION! 
CREATIVE AGE FESTIVAL PRESENTS 
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YOUNG AT HEART 
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WEDNESDAY JUNE 10..7:00PM 
ee eeeeee8 
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sEDMONTON TONIGHTe ~ 
€00000 0000009000 


All Metro screenings are held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 9828-101 A Ave. 
For more information, call 425-9212. or log on to www.metrocinema.org 
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Film Ca 


Opening this week 


Lemon Tree 

Directed by Eran Riklis 

Written by Riklis, Suha Arraf 
Starring Hiam Abbass, Ali Suliman, 
Rona Lipaz-Michael 

kok tot 


The new luxury home of Israel Navon 
(Doron Tavory) overlooks the border 
that divides Israel from the West Bank. 
Just over that border is a well-kept lemon 
grove tended by Salma (Hiam Abbas), 
a widow in her late 40s whose children 
have all grown and moved away. Her 
trees are so close and so fecund that, if he 
wanted, Israel could twist an arm through 
the wire fence and pluck fruit right from 
the branches. But according to Israel's 
crack team of security advisors this very 
fecundity “poses an imminent threat to 
Israeli security," it's shady patches a veri- 


GARNEAU 


table breeding ground for a deadly terror- 
ist ambush. They advise Israel to have the 
entire grove leveled. Israel is the Israeli 
Minister of Defense, and he does what 
he's told. 

So we've got a character who seems to 
represent, to a conspicuous degree, the 
state of Israel. His name, lest we fail to 
draw the parallel, is Israel. He's well spo- 
ken, and possesses the confidence of a 
man accustomed to power, privilege and 
a sense of entitlement. We've got a patch 
of land that seems to represent, to a con- 
spicuous degree, the people of Palestine. 
it's modest but lovely, vulnerable yet re- 
silient, and carries with it a deep personal 
history. Salma and her elderly assistant 
are hard-working paragons of proletari- 
at integrity. Salma refuses to allow her 
trees to be destroyed, even when as- 
sured of compensation for her loss. She 
hires a lawyer named Ziad (Ali Suliman) 
whose practice barely survives off of 
whatever divorce suits he can scrounge 
up. Salma’s case seems hopeless, but her 
plight earns Ziad's loyalty. 

If all this seems rather too forceful an 
allegory, it's also, happily, a somewhat 
misleading set-up. If you'll pardon the 
pun, Eran Riklis's Lemon Tree (Etz Li- 
mon) grows on you. While Riklis seems 
to be cultivating a simplistic spin on Da- 
vid and Goliath, this film's real roots lie 
elsewhere. In fact, it's far less pointedly 
about the politics of the Israeli-Palestin- 
ian conflict than it is about the politics 
of gender and familial roles, Across that 
fence from Salma, residing in that shaded 
fortress is Mira (Rona Lipaz-Michae, Is- 
rael's lovely wife. Though Mira sympa- 
thizes with Salma she never quite man- 
ages to do very much about the situation 
and the two women never quite manage 
to meet, yet, in some very basic ways that 
betray their obvious imbalance of power, 
they share more'than either realizes. 

Of course the story, written by Riklis and 
Suha Arraf, who collaborated previously 
on Riklis's The Syrian Bride, is fundamen- 
tally about Salma, who finds no uncondi- 
tional support from anyone save Ziad, Her 
few friends toss around a lot of blanket 
condemnations of the Israeli government, 
yet they neither condone her acceptance 


LATE NIGHT SERIES 
ENJF/FAVA PROJECT 


Rutherford Room 
Sutton Piece Hotel (10235 - 101 
10:30 PM ~ 1:00 AM 
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of compensation nor her fight to keep her 
land. When, following a scene of truly ele 
gant and understated eroticism, we begir 


- to sense a romance developing betweer 


Salma and her significantly younger law- 
yer, these same friends start comin; 
round to warn her that her supposed 
undignified behaviour won't be toleratea 
Abbass, so moving in The Visitor, embod 
ies Salma with such graceful transition 
that her face, so beautiful and imperious, 
can seem to shift from hard and stoic to 
smooth and amorous while barely mov 
ing a muscle, Salma’s instincts and abili 
ties register as maternal As we watch her 
go about her routines, she seems built 
to tend soil, to prepare food and scrut 
floors, to graciously fulfill all the expecta 
tions of the narrow-minded patriarchy. Yet 
when the first signs of longing colour her 
cheeks it's as though some dormant blood 
rushes through her. The effect is quietly 
exhilarating. Lemon Tree is thoughtfu 
and engaging enough, but Abbass's pe 
formance is uncommonly rich in specific 
ity and feeling, and elevates the film to a 
whole other level. 
JOSEF BRAUN 
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The Pool 

Directed by Chris Smith 

Written by Smith, Randy Russell 

Starring Venkatesh Chavan, 

Jhangir Badshah, Ayesha Mohan 

Sat, Jun 6 (7 pm) 

Sun, Jun 7, Tue, Jun 9 (9 pm) 

Metro Cinema (9828 - 101A Ave) 
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Like its namesake, a garden-fringed rectan 
gle of calm blue water in the backyard of 
house in Goa, The Pool shimmers silently 
This is a quietly remarkable film. Rernark 
able, first, for its seeming simplicity—e 
camera merely trained on Venkatesh Cha 
van, playing Venkatesh, a boy working ina 
hotel in Panjim, the Indian state's capital 
We follow as he cleans rooms and lugs 
clothes to the laundry, meets up with 
Jhangir Qhangir Badshah) to sell plastic 
bags, or treks up a hill to climb a tree and 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4» 
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Miksa forse Woretip 
Mayor Stephen Mandel 


Arts and cultural celebrations, family, friends and communi 
Piiastntonians = that's what Gay Pride Week 2009 i all ator 


‘CORBY 
— Seaatan, 


ing together to honour and support gay 


On behalf of City Council and the people of Edmonton, Alberta's Capital City. it i 
. i » ‘apital City, it is my great pleasure to 
reg ets yon celebrate gay pride here in Alberta’s Capital 


Edmonton is well known as a city that warmly embraces multiculturali i uy 
: ; u 1 ism, as a city that’s home to le 
ey aa cultures and beliefs, as a city where citizens are welcome to celebrate their lifestyle and 


We, on City Council, are keenly aware that one of Edmonton’s most valuable assets is our people. This 


city was built by people who, regardless of sexual orientation, ili 
At alg were willing to work together for the 


Events such as Gay Pride Week exemplify the community spirit that we enjoy in this city. I salute the Gay 
Pride organizing committee, and the many hard working volunteers who have donated their valuable time 


and skills to ensure that Gay Pride Week 2009 enjoys tremendous success. Please enjoy our products responsibly | 


Best wishes for a fun-filled and memorable week! 


Yours truly, 

Sty Mon dl —————— 

Stephen Mandel : br . | 
a PRISM Bat & Grill 
ay 15, seeded AP es soos. 


Edmonton is the proud host of the 2009 1CLE] World Congress — A Conference on advancing local environment initkatives. Visit: wrw.idelorghworrideongress2009 


THE (PLACE TO BEM! 
10524 - 101 Street Phone: 
Edmonton, AB 780 - 990 - 0038 
(entry at rear) www. prismbar.ca 


Supporting diversity, 
promoting equality 


Check our website for upcoming events 
for Pride week, 


The Edmonton Police Commission is committed to 
making Edmonton a safe and vibrant city today and 

in the future. We support members of the gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, trans-identified, two-spirited and queer 
community as they work to promote tolerance and 
celebrate diversity. Your efforts enhance the quality 

of life for all Edmontonians. 


TT Baree 


Pride Cen of Edmonton 


Join us for our annual 


Pride Brunch on 


Sunday, June 14th from 
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM 


Please join members of the Edmonton Police 
Commission at a Pride Week Reception hosted by 
Chief of Police Michael Boyd: 


Tuesday, June 16, 4:30 p.m. — 6:30 p.m. 
Southeast Station, Community Room 
104 Youville Drive East 


This is a free family event 


everyone is wekomne 

___| « Deopin and enjov pancakes, eggs 

~ and sausages | vegetarian options 
es i : too!}, There will be crafts and 
* :* * oa Bi EAS. activities for children! 
; >. Ww edmontonpolicecommission.com 

mh : ‘ aa Nee ae iS Sey : 

a ™ , hy Rie ii senate Gaal aR a = Tite. ' = 
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| throughout North America — 40 years ago, on June 28, 1969, 
one of the most significant steps towards homosexual 
equality-and acceptance took place. 


The 1950s in particular were : 
: breaking point was finally reached, 


dominated by a highly conserva- 


tive social and political climate af- : 
ter the turmoil of World War II. Ho- : 
mosexuals were often, and openly, : 
persecuted by governments and : 
their legal systems, even deemed : 
a security risk by the U.S. govern- : 
ment. The FBI kept lists of known : 
or suspected homosexuals and the : 
Postal Service could refuse ship- : 
ment of anything appearing to : 
be homosexual, even tracking its : 
intended destination. Drag was : 
outlawed, and many gay men and : 
: filled the streets, emboldened and 


women were fired from their jobs, 


arrested, even sometimes institu- : 
tionalized. In the early 60's an ag- : 
gressive campaign by the New York : 
mayor even attempted to cleanse : 
the city of gay bars in time for the : 
‘64 World’s Fair, through entrap- : 
ment practices and the revocation : 
: ties as they began to work against re- 


of liquor licenses. 


§ Inthe Greenwich Village neigh- : 
bourhood, the Stonewall Inn on : 
Christopher Streetbecameagaybar : 

| in 1966 at the hands of Mafia own- : 

} ers, With no liquor license granted ; 
to gay bars, the owners would pay : 
offthe police regularly to continue : 
serving alcohol, but police raids : 
would still occur frequently. Even : 
so, it was considered to be the best : 
gay bar in New York- the establish- : 

: even holding hands in public. The 

the only bar in all of New York City : 

where dancing between same-sex : 
couples was permitted...unless law : 
enforcement officers were spotted, : 

: major American city, as well as in 

* Canada and other nations abroad. 


ment had 2 dance floors, and was 


that is. 


By 1969 tensions had escalated : 
from increased police raids and : 
the closing of several other bars in : 
the area. Finally on June 28, dur- : 
ing a standard raid on the Stone- : 
wall, the gay men and women : 
reached their breaking point, and : 


one of the last groups expected to : 
: the practice had spread; Canada’s 


ever fight back, did. 


Typically, patrons would be lined : 
up to present identification, and : 
anyone in ladies’ clothing would : 
be taken aside for a gender-check. : 
Cross-dressers, and women wear- : 
ing less than 3 ‘feminine’ items of : 
clothing, would be among the first ; 
arrested. Anyone not suffering the : 
: all nationalities. We are people de- 


humiliation of arrest would be sim- 


ply sent out into the streets to go : 
home. This time, however, people : 
began to resist - some men refused : 
to present identification, and those : wall, I'm very proud to say that we 
arrested began to struggle against : 
the officers. Those removed from : 
the bar, instead of going home, : 
gathered outside and began to at- : 
tract bystanders. The crowd grew, ; 


as the police were forcing some : 
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struggling patrons into a wagon a 


and a full riot resulted. It took the 
arrival of the Tactical Police Force 
to finally clear the streets, and 
only then with great difficulty and 
hours of fighting. Both sides suf- 
fered injuries, some were sent to 
hospital, and the Stonewall itself 
was trashed. 

A new strength seemed to 
have been found though, and on 
the following night even larger 
numbers gathered in front of the 
re-opened Stonewall. Thousands 


more open than many of them had 
ever been before, and before long 
a repeat of the previous night's ri- 
oting occurred. 
TheStonewallRiotshadimmediate 
and lasting effects. A new spirit had 
been found amongst gay communi- 


pression and discrimination. Within 
months gay publications cropped 
up and new equal-rights organiza- 
tions were established in cities across 
North America. 

Although activist groups had 
existed prior to the Stonewall Ri- 
ots, they had been largely ignored; 
after the attention garnered by the 
riots, these and newer groups be- 
gan to demonstrate more openly, 


Pride movement as we know it 
today had been born; the people 
began to rally and within 2 years 
gay rights groups existed in every 


t, 
i 


Tit 


On June 28, 1970, marking the 
first anniversary of the Stonewall 
Riots, a march was organized to 
cover the 51 blocks to Central Park. 
On the same weekend, similar 
nftarches took place in Chicago and 
Los Angeles. Within a few years, 


ies: 
‘ 


al 


own first gay pride march took 
place in Ottawa in 1971. 

This is why we march today, as 
much to honour those who helped 
us find our voice as to remind peo- 
ple today that we are not just an 
invisible minority. We are people 
from all cultural backgrounds and 


1 "oat 2; =a 


serving the same respect and legal 
rights as anyone else... and thanks 
in part to those first steps at Stone- 


live in a great nation which, for the 
most part, provides us just that. 


Alberta 
Federation 


of Labour 


The AFL is proud to stand in solidarity with Alberta's Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual, Trans-identified, Two-Spirited, and Queer Community. 


Haue a wonderful Poide Week! | 


/$12 

th's General Store 
n the Square 

| Members 


Friday, 19 June 2009, 8:00 pm 


- Royal Alberta Museum Theatre 
12845 102 Avenue 


ASL Interpretation Provided EVM. |VME DISS Gitontor 
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A SHOW 


So there we are Matty and I, sitting around 
at Starbucks, trying to decide what to write 
about the Wet Secrets for our article on the 
entertainment at Pride. Talk about your 
crazy coincidences: guess who walks in? 
Trevor Anderson! Ona break from record- 
ing they're latest album. I squealed, threw 
my beaded Versace bag, and roped him 
into sitting down with us for a minute. 

Just back from a tour of Austin Texas, 
New York, Montreal, and Toronto, Trevor 
had this to say: 

“It has always been the Wet Secrets dream 
to perform at Edmonton Pride, in fact when we 
wrote our song ‘Secret March’, we immediately 
said we would have to play it at the Parade one 
day. And now we have been given the oppor- 
tunity to make our dream come true”. 

Trevor also added this piece of comic re- 
lief, “For once in my rock career lam not the 
gayest person in the band. Kim and Donna 
are 14 year old gay boys trapped in bomb- 
shell women’s bodies.” The Wet Secrets 
are Lyle Bell on lead bass and vocals, Kim 
Rackel on tuba, cornet, pocket trombone, 
tiny trumpet and vocals, Doug Organ on 
keys, congas, and coffee, Donna Ball on 
trombone and vocals and Trevor Ander- 
son on drums, paint can and vocals. 

Equally as thrilling, but unfortunately 
not at Starbucks that day because of a bro- 
ken ankle, is Neon of The Divas. SoI picked 
up my trusty rhinestone cell phone and 
gave her a call. 

The Divas are Cherry Riffin, Jeanette 
MacDonald and Neon! “We are thrilled to 
be reuniting after a two year hiatus at this 
event!” says Neon. She continues, “The Di- 
vas are a legendary female vocal trio who 
have been performing together for the last 
two decades.” If you have seen them, you 
know what she is talking about, if not... 
you should! These girls are fantastic! They 
are multi-talented, comedic and absolutely 
fabulous! I just love them. 

We're welcoming back by popular de- 
mand, Kate Reid from Vancouver. You may 
remember Kate as the girl on stage with the 
spiky red hair. A great performer, a lovely 

girl, she is truly a great addition to our show 
this year. This solo act catches a lot of at- 
tention, she is truly wonderful. 

Also returning this year, after a one year 
hiatus, are the Edmonton Village People. 


IMENT 


E SQUARE 


YOU DO NOT 


WANT TO MISS 


This is their 15 year anniversary of perform- 
ing! “...a very exciting new show!” says Roly 
Browatzke “It’s not the standard YMCA.” Be 
sure to watch for their surprise guest star... 

I must say that I am personally thrilled 
to have so much local talent joining us this 
year. In addition to the aforementioned acts 
(who are all from Edmonton), we also have 
returning for our ‘family’ reunion, the one 
and only, drag queen extraordinaire: Pep- 
per. E-Town’s own party girl Ruby Slippah, 
and the one and only singing sensation, 
Heidi Thomas. All coming up from Toron 
to to be with us this year. 

I couldn't continue this article without 
mentioning my gitl pals (because they'd toss 
me off the stage ifI didn't), they are also your 
favourite home-based Kings and Queens 
Ethyl Alcohol, Krystal Ball, Chanelta 
Shanaynay, Leah Way, Twiggy, Godiva, 
and this year’s Empress of the Imperial Sov 
ereign Court of the Wild Rose, Marni Gras 
We also have'Connie Linguah, Vonda Du- 
Pont, Tequilla Mockingbird, Ladonna, 
Mark Sheppard, a plethora of Court Queens 
and a techni-colour sequinned rainbow of 


others. All of whom we have seen before and 
love very much. These are the hardest work 
ing Queens in Edmonton, they will grace our 
stage and amaze you, and hopefully get you 
dancing too! 

_ All of this is headed up by our fabulous 
DJ, the incredible bass bumping, earth 
quaking, make your booty shake, DJ Jazzy! 
A true veteran of the gay nightclub scene 
He'll be playing after the show is over to 
keep the party going! 

Make sure you check out all the fab hap- 
penings on Churchill Square - check out 
the vendor booths (listing on page 32). lots 
of good stuff to buy, and eat! ‘There will 
also be many GLBT organizations you ll 
want to touch base with. Cool off in the 
misting tent, or take your kids over to the 
kidzone for pint sized activities. 

With allthis talent, glamour, and rhythm 
coming to perform that day ~ you will not 
want to miss this. I am | honoured 
to have everyone involved in Edmonton's 
Biggest Pride EVER. Solet the sunshine in, 
it's the Age of aQueerius darling! 

All my best, see you there. 


Your hostess: Binki 


View Events Schedule on Page 33 
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oms and anticipation 
‘ows as the 2009 Pride Festival is 


raid your hair, get into a psyche- 
the action. Come see what a great 
celebrate our diversity in a Festi- 


yal that roots itself in acceptance 
and fun. 


Why go to Pride? Besides the : 
obvious reasons of fun and excite- : 
ment, this year marks a couple of : Celebration on the Square; new 
: government dollars from the Al- 
: berta Foundation for the Arts to : 
enjoy the festivities. First is the : 
4oth anniversary of the Stonewall : 


important anniversaries which we 
should reflect on this year as we 
Riots of 1969 (further explored in 


year); which sent waves of brav- 
ery and inspiration to homosexu- 


Canada’s first gay pride parade in 
the equally as important decrimi- 
nalization of homosexuality 40 


yeats ago by one of Canada’s most 
progressive Prime Minister's: 


had no business in the bedrooms 


of the people, which for that time : 
Was a progressive statement that : 


paved the way for the acceptance 
we enjoy today. 


Looking around this year at the : 


Festival, you may notice some- 
thing fabulous and spectacular... 
we're growing! 


INTERESTED??? 


; EVOLUTION OF 
ONTON PRIDE 


and gentlemen, excite- : bit, but a lot. Each year brings 


i greater 
i Sponsorship dollars, and greater 
5 ; : 

With this year's theme: : acceptance from the community. 
ueerius’, we encourage : 


grab your hippie clothes, : 


attendance, increased 


movement, Pride has exploded 


: into a multifaceted event with 


delic peace love mood and join.: staff and volunteers that work 


} year-round to ensure the festival 
Pride Spirit Edmonton has and : 


New for this year we see TD 
Canada Trust as the Rainbow title 
sponsor for the Pride Parade and 


sponsor our Queer Images Film 
Festival; and a new Pride Award 


to recognize a member of law en- 


: forcement for their contributions 
; to our community. 
als around the world. Inspiring : 


on Facebook and be the first to 


: hear about updates and the latest 
: and greatest information about 
: Pride 2009. Also, mark yourself as 
: attending to some of the exciting 
Pierre Elliott Trudeau, who was a : 


firm believer that the government : 


events we have posted this year. 
You may notice something else 


for designing it and helping us re- 


: brand ourselves so successfully. 
: With all this growth, we need your : 

: Matthew Malek, 

: Chair, 

: Edmonton Pride Week Society 
: Board of Directors 


help to keep the Edmonton Pride 


: Festival growing and on track. Do 
: alittle... Do alot... Help outin one 
Not just a little : 


of three ways: 


: Volunteer Coordinator, Entertain- 
i ment Director, Public Relations 
: Director or Chairperson? 

is well organized and continually : 

: expands its events and offerings : 
: to our LGBTQ community. 


edmonton / 


PRD 


festival 


: 1 Join the Board: The Edmonton 
» Pride Festival has an array of Board 
: Positions -peoplethat dowhatthey 
ce : can tomake Pride the great success 
Initially started as a grass-roots i itistoday. Are your skills and abili- 
: ties suited to: Treasurer, Secretary, 


: 2 Manage a Project or Duty: 
: Don’t have enough time to join 
: the Board? That's okay! 
: have smaller roles to match your 
: skills, interests, and time com- 
: mitments. Do you have skills and 
{ abilities in these areas to help 


We 


improve Pride?: Website Design, 


: Media Relations/PR, Social Net- 
; ; working, Accounting, Financial 
: sponsored by the Chief of Police 


: : Control, Records Management, 
another Pride Guide article this : 


: Auditing, Events Planning & 
: Management, Party Planning, 
: Web Design, and many more. 
Join us on Facebook! Look for : 

: the Edmonton Pride Festival group 


: : 3 Work the Event: We pay other 
Ottawa two years later. Second is : 


! non-profit groups and charities 
: to provide volunteer services 
: during Pride week. Groups pro- 
: vide volunteers for an event, then 
: we write donation cheques to the 
: group after the work has been 
: completed - usually works out to 
: too - we have a new logo! Thank : 
youtotheawesomeFolksatnine1o : 
: Have fun at the Pride festival...and 
: play safe! 


$12.00 per volunteer hour. 


Go online to: www.edmontonpride.ca - Follow the Join the Pride Team link at let us know how you want to help 


é 
y 


V, 


Happy Pride! 


Alberta 


Opposition 


Your best pickup line, 


be “Sy 


Purchase membership by phone: 1.900.451.2853 (75 min/$24%) 
Get time online now! Try Crulseline Text for free. Text “xtra” to SFREE 


50% off with our new member special. 
Call customer support for more Info: 1.877.882.2005 


november |3 - 22, 2009 
exposurefestival.ca 
exposurefestival blogspot.com | 


ure 


nton’s Queer Arts & Culture Festival 


Eo 
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For more info on 
the events at Churchill 
Square go to page 30 


) 


10230 Jasper Avenue, 7 PM - 9 PM 
HIV Network of Edmonton Society 


ARMING UP 
24 - 101 Street; 8:30 PM 
“kets §1 )12 at the door 
Re P 
ray Ni 10 - 103 Street, 9 PM 


eyine Wines, 1011 - 104 Street 


Bric ay, Hess 


, ava 


IDE PARADE 


sper Avenue & 108 


Street to Sir Winston Churchill Square 
2PM 
1 Ganada 7 ELEBRATION-ON THE SEUARE 
sir Winston Churchill Square, 3PM -9 PM 


WOMONSPACE PRIDE DANCE 

Hellenic Canadian Community Hall, 18456 - 116 Street 
9PM - 2 AM, 18+ only 

Members $15, Non-Members: $20 


admonton 


PR 


festival 


. 
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Sunday, vane. 14 


MEDOUGALL UNITED CHURCH PRIDE SERVICE 
McDougall United Church, 10025 - 101 Street NW, 10:30 AM 
Speaker: Dr. Charles Bidwell 


“QUEER TBEAS “BY REVRNNE BARKER 
Westwood Unitarian, 10111 Bellamy Hill, 10:30 AM - 11-30 AM 


PRIDE GENTRE BRUNER 
Pride Centre of Edmonton, 9540 - til Avenue, 11 AM-1PM 


TEAM EDMONTON = COME OUT AND PLAY DAY 


Kirismen Sports Centre, S100 Walterdale Hill (Next to Outdoor 
Tennis Courts) 


TIME EVENT 

10 AM-11 AM Arctic Frontrunners — River Valley Run'& Walk 
1AM -12 PM Samsara Yooa — Outdoor Hatha Yooa 
12PM-2PM Free To Be Grass Volleyhall/Pride Tennis 

SRO ANNUAL GAY CUP 

Kinsmen Sports Centre Field #2, S100 Walterdale Hill 

2PM - 4 PM 

SOUL OUTING PRIDE WORSHIP SERVICE 


Robertson-Wesley United Church, 10209 - 123 Street 
7PM - 8:30 PM 


POY, SORE 4S 


EDMONTON PUBLIC-LIBRARY OPEN HOUSE. & RECEPTION 
Edmonton Room, Stanley A. Milner Library 
7 Sir Winston Churchill Square, § PM-7 PM 


esdar ithe a 

EDMONTON. POLICE SERVICE. CHIEF'S PRIDE RECEPTION 
Southeast Division Station, 104 Youville Drive East 

4.30 PM — 6:30 PM 

FREE — RSVP to Hilary Darrah, EPS at 780.421.2366 or 
hilary.darrah@edmantonpolice.ca by June 8, 2009 

PFLAG: THE FAMILY'S: COMING OUT EXPERIENCE 
Centennial Room, Stanley Miller Public Library, 7 PM 
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DEVONIAN GARDENS RAINBOW TOUR 

9 AM - 3PM, $35 é 
For details email tuff@shaw.ce or phone 780.474.8240 iy j 
EDMONTON QUEER HISTORY BUS TOUR! ag 


Pick up/drop off atCitadel Theatre, $828- 101A Avenue 
5 PM - 7.30 PM 

Tickets: Available day-of at the Bus or Call Sarah 
@180.492.0772 to make reservations (limited seating) 
QUEER (MAGES, GUBTFLOM-FEST PART 1 


Metro Cinema, 9828 - 101A Avenue. Doors open? PM, films 
begin at 8 PM, $10 at the door or TIX on the Square and Pride Centre: 


{Rersd ao pgiieaie 


SENIORS STRAWBERRY TER 
Pride Centre of Edmonton, 9540 - 111 Avenue, 2PM -5 PM 
Donations accepted at the door 


QUEER IMAGES: GLE FILM-FEST PART? 
Metro Cinema, 9828 - 101A Avenue. Boors apen:? PM; films 
begin at 8 PM, $10 at the door or TIX on the Square-and Pride Centre 


Fears, AU ee 


THE MELLOW YELLOW SUBMARINE YOUTH DANGE 

Pride Centre of Edmonton, 9540 - 11 Avenue 

3 PM -6 PM (Movies, video game tourney & more) 

6 PM - 9.30 PM (Dance), thts $5 from Edmonton Pride Centre 


EOMONTON VOCAL MINGRETe "RAINBOW TAGNESS* 
Royal Alherta Museum Theatre, 12845 - 102 Avenue, 8 PM 


$15/$12 from Earth's General Store, TiX.on the Square, EVM 
Members 


WRITTEN IN THE STARS = GAY EDMONTON PAGEANT A211 
Boots Bar and Lounge, 10242 - 106 Street, 8 PM 
$5 donation at the door 


pu gal AY cod INE: OME 


PRIDEAT THE PODL 
Oliver Outdoor Pool, 10315 - 119 Street, 12 PM ~ 5PM 
Regular Admission Applies 


THE BEAT 
Play Nightelub, 10220 - 103 Street, 9 PM 
$5 cover charge, all proceeds to the Edmonton Pride Festival 


Sunday. June 


MAYOR'S PRIDE BRUNCH IN SUPPORT OF CAMP FYREFLY 
Crowne Plaza, Chateau Lacombe, 1011) Bellamy Hil, 11 AM -1PM 
Tickets $40 at these U of A Bookstore locations: 

Main Campus, 165 Students’ Union Building 8900 - 114 Street 
Rutherford Corner, Enterprise Square, Suite 1-500 10230 
Jasper Avenue 

Or online at: www.bookstore.ualberta.ce 
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Edmonton South « 7917 


Edmonton North « 12120] 
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A strong supporter of the 
Tights of all Canadians. 
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Alberta Union of Provincial Employees. 


Your working people. Poccreccrenstinnre ad 
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Queer Images, in its third year as part of 
Pride Week, invites you to feel the love 
and dive into the Age Of Aqueerius with 
the help of a frolicking campy night out 
at the beach and a camp legend! We have 
once again teamed up with Metro Cinema 
to bring two fabulous evenings of queer 
cinema, with all movie showings being 


held at Zeidler Hall in the Citadel Theatre, 
9828- 101A Ave 


‘a 


The first evening on the Fest, Wednesday 
June 17, we've entitled Camp Out! on the 
Beach! Grab a towel but leave the sunscreen 
at home for this trip to the beach! Audience 
members are encouraged to dress in their 
summer attire for this screening. imagine 
that for one night Zeidler Hall has morphed 
into Tropical Island. 


Movie Feature: Psycho Beach Party 

USA 2000, 95 min, Dir: Robert Lee King 

It’s summer, and the drive-in is the place to 
be - that is if you don't mind getting killed! 
When Florence "Chicklet” Forest (Lauren 
Ambrose, Six Feet Under) discovers the body 
of a murdered girl, she finds herself in the 
middle of a classic who dunnit (except this 
time the action is on the beach). The prob- 
lem is, who ever did it, keeps on doingit, and 
Chicklet always seems to be at the scene of 
the crime. Psycho Beach Party, a hilarious 
unpredictable ride that will keep you guess- 
ing until the very end 

Bar opens @ 7pm, Film @ 8pm 


On the second evening of the Fest, Thursday 
June 18, the evening's focus is The Night Is 
Young. “In an expanding universe, time is 
on the side of the outcast.” - Quentin Crisp 

Nary a man had so captured the heart of 
New York, let alone the world, as Mr. Crisp 


did, Not hitting the big time until long 
most people are considered old, Mr. Cris; 
life goes to prove that those who roam t 
planet the longest often have the best 
Join us for this night of film that consi 
the idea that the best might still be to c: 
not matter what age you find yourseli 


Movie Feature: Resident Alien 
USA 1990, 85 min, Dir: Jonathan Nossit« 
This hilarious film chronicles the adve 
tures of cult figure Quentin Crisp, a flamboy 
ant and eccentric Brit, in his madcap dash 
across the margins of downtown Manhattan 
in the pursuit of fame during the last days of 
bohemian New York City. A modern 
car Wilde, Quentin Crisp is the unb 
witty and charming star of this in ellig 
and unconventional film. Learn more abou! 
this fascinating figure that not only influ 
enced a generation but also a Sting song fea- 
turing: With Crisp now deceased, Resic 
Alien stands as a living testimony to 0" 
man’s singular gift to the world - hims If 
Showing with: 


Congratulations Daisy Graham 
Canada 2007, 15 min, Dir: Cassandra Nicolaou 
Seventy-year-old Daisy Graham is havin 
hard day. No one in her small town want 
let her forget about the big ceremony to" 
row, a ceremony at the local high schoo! '" 
her honour. But Daisy has more impo" nt 
things to think about than some ceren'”” 
she's dug out her old rifle, now all she ne¢ 
is a box of bullets. 

Bar opens @ 7pm, Films @ 8p™ 


—————— ee 
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AtTD, we strive to be an organiza- 


tion where people do not feel ex- 
i way - regardless of 


sthnicity, physical abilities, 
cender 0! al orientation and 
Pe focu ur efforts on six 


nm and members 
i groups in lead- 
es, b ilding an agenda 
vith disabilities, creat- 
sive environment for 
sand employees, 
oples, and serving 
nities. 
e GLBT community 
red as one of these priorities? 

The reality was we knew custom- 
ers and employees weren't feeling 
as comfortable as they should, so 
the bank's Diversity Leadership 
Council formed an executive com- 


MLA Edmonton Centre 
(780) 414-0743 
www Jaurieblakeman.com 


mittee to create and drive focused 
programs aimed at improving the 


_ experience of our GLBT custom- 


ers and employees. 

As part of this focus, and to 
make a very public statement, 
we've taken an active role in the 
GLBT community. 

TD is proud to participate in 
Pride events in Edmonton, Cal- 
gary, Vancouver, Kelowna, Lon- 
don, Cambridge/Kitchener/Wa- 
terloo, Toronto, Montreal, Boston, 
and Washington D.C to support 
and celebrate the accomplish- 
ments of the GLBT community 

In addition, we've committed 
to supporting other community 
organizations and initiatives that 
matter to the members of the 
GLBT community across Canada 


for more information on diversity at TD visit: www.td.com/corporateresponsibility 


RACING DIVERSITY 
TD Canada Trust 


and in the U.S with a particular 
focus on awareness programs, 
arts & culture, supporting youth, 
and AIDS. Among other activities 
in Alberta, TD has supported the 
Pride Centre of Edmonton, the 
Exposure Arts and Culture Festi- 
val, and Calgary Cares. 

TD's support of the GLBT com- 
munity is about supporting a 
community that is an important 
part of our customer base and 
employee population. It’s also 
about our overall commitment 
to diversity - something we take 
very seriously. We want people to 
look at TD and see an example of 
how things should work. Have we 
succeeded in making TD a fully 
inclusive organization? Not yet, 
but we are well into our journey. 


(780) 427-2292 


www albertaliberalcaucus.com 


Fri, ‘ ea j 
June 12 PURE : PRIDE We: 


w/ DJ DAN JAMES 
SEDUCTION r 


w/ DICKEY DOO #0) 


Sat, 
June 13 


Sun 
June 14 


AGE OF LOVE UG. 
(drag show) 


Mon, 
June 15 


Tues, 
June 16 


(@ neughty martiniparty) 


Wed, 
June 17 


CHICKS & DIVAS 
(cabaret) 


Thur, 


GIRLS GONE WIL 
June 18 


(wet t-shirt 0 


Fri, 
June 19 


DR. SEUSS’ CIRC 
(theme party) 


Sat, 


wea THE BEAT 
June 20 


presented by BUR 
Sun, 
June 21 


PRIDE DRAG SHO 
(price Wrap Up par 


laynightclub-ce 


GQ Cracks (en 


An adult toy store that cares about your health! 


alihes Traveling 
jlicklewrrunk 


9923 - 82 Avenue 
travelingtickletrunkcom 


QUEER AFFAIR < 
(art exhibit & win 
LIQUID LUST 


IC Cc 


i 


CELEBRATING DIVERSITY 
FIGHTING FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
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CG vA Su Peal 7, 
Linda Sloan Tony Caterina Don Iveson 
Ward 1 Ward 3 Ward 5 


Pride Week is 
better each year! 
We are proud 

to be part of it. 
edmonton 


PRMD 


festival 


Ben Henderson Karen Leibovici Jane Batty 
Ward 4 Ward 1 Ward 4 


Dave Thiele Amarjeet Sohi Ed Gibbons 
Ward 6 Ward 6 Ward 3 


Yau , Glrorton | ( Oty Councillors 
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My friend has a theory that you can 
eli a guys penis size by the length 
»fhis torso- the longer the torso in 
-ajation to his body, regardless of 
height, the bigger his package. 

| have a theory as well; men who 


ear thumb rings are more sexually 


aware of themselves and therefore 
sre way better in bed. Maybe it has 
E .omething to do with the thumb 
being some phallic exposed stand 
in for our covered up crotches-or 
maybe just got lucky a few times. 

Another theory I have, one that 
{have come up with since working 
with HIV Edmonton, isthe morecom- 
' fortable we are in our skin the more 
apt we are to have hotter and safer 
sex. In a way it just stands to reason 
the more secure we are in ourselves 
the easier it is to make demands that 
will pleasure us and keep us safe. 

We have all been in those posi- 
tions when we felt that we were 
the ugly on in a relationship (be 
it a one-night stand or long term) 
and felt that we were at the mercy 
of the other person's beauty. They 
didn't want to have oral sex, so we 
didn’t have oral sex, they didn't 
want to talk about STIs, so we didn't 
talk about STIs, they wanted to 
do it in the dark, so we turned out 
the lights, they didn’t want to use 
a condom, so we spent the next 6 
months shitting our pants. It sucks 
but it happens. It sucks because it 
doesn't have t© happen this way. 

Who hasn' ned toa friend tell 
a sob story about the night before 
and wanted to just shake them and 
yell, “What were you thinking?” only 
to do so and have them respond, “I 
wasn't thinking.” This neutralizes 


our frustration because we have all 
been there before as well. 

We need to find a way that we can 
be more in control of what we are 
willing to do and not do with our 
bodies when we are drunk, tired, 
feeling down, super horny or think 
wearein love. We need to finda way 
to have fulfilling sex lives without 


“exposing ourselves to undue risk. 


I think it starts with PRIDE. It 
seems to make sense to me that 
the more real pride we have in our- 


, 


ay JAN AD 


selves, not just a put-on-attitude 
of being full of ourselves, but real 
pride, the more likely it is that we 
will be able to understand and com- 
municate what we want out of sex 
and how far we are willing to go. 

I think pride stars with remem- 
bering that gay people have always 
existed. That even though we have 
not learned it in school, gays have 
a history as long as man as been 
around. Pride continues with un- 
derstanding that being gay, a mi- 
nority in society provides us an op- 
portunity to question the society 
and take from it what works for 
us and reject what doesn't work 
for us. We can be just like anyone 
else, or we can chose to be differ- 
ent, both are valid. I think pride is 
also knowing that being gay is way 
more varied and interesting than 
is portrayed in movies, magazines, 
porn and on TV. Finally I think an 
important part of pride in relation 
to sex is to really respect gay sex. 
Vow to enjoy it more, talk about it 
more, learn more, try new things 
and explore more. 

With the Edmonton Pride Festi- 
val upon us we have an opportunity 
to practice walking tall in a city that 
honors us, ina country that respects 
us. The city is ours this week. It is 
our time to be proud. To walk with 
pride, to talk with pride, and if you 
get lucky- get laid with pride. 


Ted Kerr is HIV Edmonton's first 
Artist in Residence andisa biweekly 
contributor to VUE Weekly's Queer- 
monton Column. He is also the 
producer of Exposure: Edmonton's 
Queer Arts and Culture Festival 
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Sex, Passion, Romance, Adventure... 
Do you have what it takes? 


ww. Whitblt-takes.org 
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EDMONTON PRIDE KICK OFF PARTY 


PR DE 


festival 


FRIDAY JUNE 12, 2009 


FEATURIN 


www.playnightclub.ca * 497 PLAY * 10220-103st Edmonton by Wn ine 
OORS OPEN AT 9 PM AR 


NICKETS $20 @ DEVINE WINES (10111 104 Street) DOC 
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Let your true colours shine. 


TD Canada Trust is proud to support 
Pride Week in Edmonton. 


edmonton ( 


PRY Ik Canada Trust 
"i Banking can be this comfortable 
festival 
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ces never roil 
| the little dif- 
esh is dark and 


e film, are unin- 

gulf. The boys are 
‘life as functional 
father can afford 

-tion and decora- 

ks and spinning tops 
plants and skirting the 


dge of the pool for what it represents 
o them. ‘And Venkatesh's stories, par- 
larly one about a ghost that pos- 
<sed him when he was a boy, ripple 

ack by the film's end. 
e film is perhaps most remarkable 
its rhythms, especially since it was 
ited as it was shot, daily. Days in the 
ntel are, for Venkatesh, chopped up 
nto repetitions of the same work. The 
jled house, verdant garden and calm 
ool form a mear-magical sanctuary in 
‘city abuzz with mopeds and honking 
rs. And rural Karnataka, Venkatesh’s 
jome, is a rent state altogether, 
here he can play cricket and field 
westions from his mother in their 
aked-mud house. 
‘And it may seem remarkable that the 
jirector is Chris Smith, well-known doc- 
imentarlan (American Movie). There's a 
ademark sensibility to his first feature 
ere, though—Smith's doc Home Movie 
. people's unusual houses 
is intrigued by a place 

d its spirit. 

ecomes a well of mel- 
rather than a beckon- 
also comes to reflect 
gazed at it most hopeful- 
he—unsure perhaps 
‘he does what he's 
are left waiting, 
e of anticipation, not 
k the stillness, to 


ncholy me 
Ne oasis. Al 
he one wh 


y, Venkatesh 


RI, JUNE 5, 2009 - THU, JUNE 11, 2009 
UTI 


CHABA THEATRE-JASPER 


____ 6034 Connaught Dr, jasper, 720.852 4749 
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 
Daily 7:00, 9:00 = 


THE HANGOVER (8A, crude content, nudity, 
pie acer aaa “a4 
Daily 7:00, 9:00 


EDMONTON FILM SOCIETY 
T 


DECISION BEFORE DAWN (ra > : 
DAWN (PG, not recom. 
Mas 


Wed, June 10 6:30 


STONEWALL (STC) 
Wed, June 10 6:30; Gay Pride Movie Series 


5076-130 Ave, 780.472.9779 

OBSESSED (144) 
Fri-Sat 1:15, 4:00, 7:20, 10:00, 12:20; Sun-Thu 1:15, 
4:00, 7:20, 10:00 
FIGHTING (144) 
Fri-Sat 1:45, 4:25, 7:10, 9:40, 11:55; Sun-Thu 1:45, 4:25, 
70, 9:40 
STATE OF PLAY (4A) 
Fri-Sat 1:10, 4:05, 6:45, 9:25, 11:55; Sun-Thu 1:10, 4:05, 
6:45, 9:25 
CRANK: HIGH VOLTAGE (8A, gory violence, 
coarse language, sexual content) 
Fri-Sat 1:55, 4°30, 7:40, 9:50, 12:20; Sun-Thu 1:55, 4:30, 
T40, 9:50 
OBSERVE AND REPORT (18A) 
Fri-Sat 2:00, 4:45, 7:35, 9:55, 12:15; Sun-Thu 2:00, 4:45, 
T3S 955 
FAST AND FURIOUS (4A) 
Fri-Sat 1:30, 4:10, 7:10, 9:35, 12:00; Sun-Thu 1:30, 4:10, 
TAO, 9:35 
ADVENTURELAND (144, coarse language, sub- 
stance abuse, language may offend) 
Daily 1:05, 4:10, 6:50 
1 LOVE YOU, MAN (144, coarse language, crude 
content) 
Fri-Sat 1:25, 4:15, 7:20, 9:45, 12:10; Sun-Thu 1:25, 4:15, 
7:20, 9°45 
KNOWING (14A, frightening scenes, violence) 
Fri-Sat 1:20, 4:20, 7:05, 9:40, 12:05; Sun-Thu 1:20, 
4:20, 7:05, 
RACE TO WITCH MOUNTAIN (PG) 
Fri-Sat 1:40, 4:35, 7:00, 9:20, 11:45; Sun-Thu 1:40, 4:35, 
7:00, 9:20 ° 
HE'S JUST NOT THAT INTO YOU (PG, coarse 

sexual content) 
Daily 9:15 
TAKEN (14A, violence) 
Fri-Sat 1:35, 4:40, 7:15, 9:25, 11:35; Sun-Thu 1:35, 4:40, 
TAS, 9:25 
PAUL BLART: MALL COP (PG) 
Daily 1:50, 4:50, 7:25, 9:35 


CINEPLEX ODEON NORTH 


‘WA23E-Tth Avenues, 780.732 2236 
LAND OF THE LOST (PG, coarse language, crude 


No Fri-Tue, Thu 12:20, 2:50, 5-20, 7:50, 10:30; 
Wed $20, 7:50, 10:30; Star and Strollers Screenmg 
Wed 1:00 


MY LIFE IN RUINS (PG, sexual content) 

No passes Fri-Tue, Thu 110, 3:50, 6:45, 9:15; Wed 3:50, 
6:45, 9:15; Star and Strollers Screening: Wed 1:00 
THE HANGOVER (8A, language may offend, nudity, 
crude content) 

No passes 12:40, 3:00, 530, 8:00, 10:40 

UP (G) . 

No passes Daily 1:30, 4:10, 7:00, 9:39 

UP IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D (G) 

Digital 3d, No passes Daily 12:00, 12:45, 2:30, 3:20, 510, 
6:30, 7:45, 9:00, 10:15 

DRAG ME TO HELL (14A, not recommended for 
children, frightening scenes) 

Daily 2:10, 5:00, 8:10, 10:35 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: BATTLE OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN (PG) 


Daily 12:10, 2:40, 5:15, 7-40, 10:10 
TERMINATOR SALVATION (144) 

Daily 1:00, 2:00, 4:00, 4:50, 6:40, 7:30, 9:20, 10:25 
[ANGELS AND DEMONS (4A, violence) 


Daily 12530, 330, 6:50, 10:00 — 


STAR TREK (PG, violence) 

Daily 1:20, 4:20,7:20, 1020 

GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (PG, language 
offend, not recommended for children) 

Daily a:s0, 4:30,7:05 9:40 

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (144, violence, not 

recommended for children) 


THE AUDITION (R, brutal violence, disturbing scenes) 
Satu00 


‘uvonensvenenenenscecnnuvecceueeegencesnongegeecn ene neg ene 


obetlu ui 
iPLEX ODEON SOUTH 
‘WQS-99 St, BOARS. ESAS 


LAND OF THE LOST (PG, coarse language, crude 


Ape: gig ON 12515, 12:45, oD 4:00, 6:40, 
S 3:20, 4:00, 6:40,7-15, 92 
45; Sur and Selesleecte No aS Wed 
145, 

MY LIFE IN RUINS (PG, sexual content) 

No passes Fri-Tue, Thu 12:50, 3:30, 7:45, 10:20; Wed 
3°30, 7:45, 10:20; Star and Strollers Screening: Wed 
12:50 

THE HANGOVER (8A, language may offend, 
nudity, crude content) era 

No passes Daily 1a:as, 1:15, 3:50, 4:30, 7:20, 7:50, 
10:00, 10:45 

UP (G) 

No passes Fri,Mon-Thu 1:00, 3:45, 6:45, 9:30; Sat 
12:30, 3-45, 6:45, 9:30; Sun 1:00, 3:45, 7:00, 9:30 

UP IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D (G) 

Digital 34, No passes Daily 12:00, 12:30, 2:30, 3:10, 
00, 6:30, 7:30, 95, 1010 

DRAG ME TO HELL (144A, frightenin, it 
Tecommended for rin 2 emis 
Thu 12:26, 2:50, 5:15, 8:00, 10:40 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: BATTLE OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN (PG) 

Daily 12:35, 4:15, 6:50, 9:50 

TERMINATOR SALVATION (144) 

Daily 12:00, 1:40, 3:15, 4:40, 6:45, 7:40, 9:25, 10:30 
ANGELS AND DEMONS (4A, violence) 

Daily 12:05, 3:00, 6:30, 9:40 

STAR TREK (PG, violence) 

Daily 12:10, 3:25, 7:00, 10215 

GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (PG, language 
may offend, not recommended for children) 
Fri-Sat, Mon-Wed 1:45, 4:25, 7:35, 10:35; Sun, Thu 1:45, 
4525, 10:35 

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (14A, violence, 
not recommended for children) 

Fri, Sun-Tue, Thu 12:40, 3:10, 6:20, 9:20; Sat 320, 
6:20, 9:20; Wed 12:40, 3:10, 9:20 

THE AUDITION (R, brutal violence, disturbing 
scenes) 

Sat 1:00 

WWE: EXTREME RULES (Classification not 
available) 

Sun 6:00 


CITY CENTRE 9 
10200-102 Ave, 780.421.7020 

THE HANGOVER (a8A, language may offend, 
nudity, crude content, cnide content) 
DTS Digital, stadium seating, No passes Daily 1:00, 
4:00, 7:30, 10:20 
LAND OF THE LOST (PG, coarse language, crude 
content) 
Stadium seating, DTS Digital, No passes Daily 1:05, 
3:55; 8:30, 9°30 
DRAG ME TO HELL (214A, not recommended for 


* children, frightening scenes) 


DTS Digital, stadium seating Daily 1:15, 4:15, 7:15, 
10:00 

TERMINATOR SALVATION (144) 

DTS Digital, stadium seating Daily 12:35, 3:35, 6:45, 
945 

UP (G) 

Reald 3d, No passes Daily 12:30, 3:30, 7:00, 9:40 
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: BATTLE OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN 

DTS Digital, stadium seating, No passes Daily 22:45, 
3:45, 7:10, 10:15 

ANGELS AND DEMONS (14A, violence) 

DTS Digital, No passes, On 2 screens Daily 12:15, 
3:25, 6:35, 9:50 

STAR TREK (PG, violence) 

Dolby Stereo Digital, stadium seating Daily 12:20, 
3:20, 7:05, 10:10 


421-139 Ave, 780.472.7600 
STAR TREK (PG, violence) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 3:45, 6:50, 9:40; Sat-Sun 12:50, 3:45, 
6350, 9:40 
ANGELS AND DEMONS (14A, violence) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:15, 7:30; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4715, 7:30 
TERMINATOR SALVATION (144) 
Fri, Mon-Thu 4:15, 6:55, 9:35; Sat-Sun 1:25, 4:15, 6:55. 
935 
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: BATTLE OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN 


(PG) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:00, 6:40, 9:15; Sat-Sun 2:20, 4:00, 
6:40, 9:15 

DANCE FLICK (14, crude content) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:50, 7:20, 9:45; Sat-Sun 2:00, 4:50, 
7:20, 945 

UP(G) 

No passes Fri 3:50, 6:30, 9:05; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:50, 
6:30, 9:05; Mon-Thu 739 6:30, 9:05; Reald 3d, Fri 
4:20, 7:00, 9:30; Reald 3d, Sat-Sun 1:40, 4:20, 7:00, 
9°30; 3d Mon-Thu 4:20, 7:00, 9:30 
DRAG ME TO HELL (14A, not recommended for 
children, frightening scenes) 

Fri, Mon-Thu 4:40, 7:25, 10:00; Sat-Sun 2:10, 4:40, 
7:25, 10:00 

LAND OF THE LOST (PG, coarse language, crude 
content) 

No passes Pri, Mon-Thu 4:10, 6:45, 9:20; Sat-Sun 
1:30, 4:10, 6:45, 9:20 

THE HANGOVER (:8A, language may offend, 
nudity, crude content, crude content) 
No passes Fri, Man-Thu 4:30, 7:10, 9:50; Sat-Sun 
2250, 4:30, 7-20, 9°50 


surtout nc 


ee Ee 


my DUGGAN CINEMA - CAMROSE 
GEOTAS hove, Camrose, 780.608.2144 
UP (G) 
Daily 7:00 9:00; Sat-Sun 2:00 
DRAG ME TO HELL (244, not 
for children, Sightenivg oa 
Daily 7:15 9:15; Sat-Sun 2:15 
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM BATT! 
SMITHSONIAN (PG) mee” 
Daily 7:10 9:10; Sat-Sun ano 
ANGELS AND DEMONS (:4A, viol 
Daily 6:45; Sat-Sun 1:45 eevolencs) 
TERMINATOR SALVATION (14) 
Daily 9:15 
LAND OF THE LOST (PG, coarse language, 
crude content) 
Daily 7:20, 9:20; Sat-Sun 2:20 


GALAXY - SHERWOOD PARK 


2020 Sherwood Drive, 780.416.0150 


LAND OF THE LOST (PG, coarse language, 
crude content) 


No passes Fri 4:10, 7:25, 9:50; Sat-Sun 1:10, 4710, 
745, 9:50; Mon-Thu 7:15, 9:50 

THE HANGOVER (:8A, language may offend, 
nudity, crude content) 

No passes Fri 4:45, 7:30, 10:25; Sat-Sun 1:45, 4:45, 
7:3, 10:25; Mon-Thu 7:30, 10:25 

UP (G) 

No passes Pri 3:30, 4: 7:20, 9:15, 9:45; Sat- 
Sun 12:00, 12:45, 2: 50, 6:50, 7:20, 9:15, 
9:45; Mon-Thu 6:50, 7:20, 9:15, 9:45 

DRAG ME TO HELL (4A, not recommended 
for children, frightening scenes) 

Fri 4:15, 6:40, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:30, 4:15, 6:40, 9:30; 
Mon-Thu 6:40, 9:30 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: BATTLE OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN (PG) 

Fri 4:00, 7:00, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:25; 
Mon-Thu 7:00, 9:25 

TERMINATOR SALVATION (14A) 

Fri 4:30, 7:45, 10:20; Sat-Sun 1215, 4:30, 7:25, 
10:20; Mon-Thu 7:25, 10:20 

ANGELS AND DEMONS (14A, violence) 

Fri 3:15, 6:30, 9:35; Sat-Sun 12:15, 3:15, 6:30, 9:35; 
Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:35 

STAR TREK (PG, violence) 

Fri 3:45, 7220, 10:00; Sat-Sun 12:30, 3:45, 7:10, 
10:00; Mon-Thu 7:10, 10:00 

X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (4A, violence, 
not recommended for children) 

Fri §:00, 7:40, 10:10; Sat-Sun 2:00, 5:00, 7:40, 
10:10; Mon-Thu 7:40, 10:10 


GRANDIN THEATRE 


Grandin Mall, Sir Winston Churchill Ave, St. Albert, 
780.458.9822 


NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: BATTLE OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN (PG) 

Daily 1:15 3:15 5:10 7:15 9:15 

STAR TREK (PG, violence) 

Daily 1:45 

LAND OF THE LOST (PG, coarse language, 
crude content) 

No passes Daily 1:10 3:10 5:05 7:10 9:10 

THE HANGOVER (184A, crude content, nudity, 
language may offend) 

No passes Daily 1:20 3:20 §:20 7:20 9:20 

UP (G) 

No passes Daily 1:00 3:00 5:00 7:00 9:00 
TERMINATOR SALVATION (144) 

Daily 4:05 6:45 9:05 


Leduc, 780.352.3922 
UP (G) 
Daily 7:05, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:05, 3:20 
LAND OF THE LOST (PG, coarse language, 
crude content) 
Daily 6:55, 9:20; Sat-Sun 12:55, 3:20 
THE HANGOVER (184, crude content, nudity, 
language may offend) 
Daily 7:00, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:30 
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: BATTLE OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN (PG) 
Daily 7:20, 9:25; Sat-Sun 1:10, 3:25 


9828-1014 Ave, Citadel Theatre, 780.425.9212 
EDMONTON TONIGHT (LIVE EVENT) 
Fri 10:30 
THE POOL (PG coarse language) 

Sat 7:00; Sun, Tue 9:00 

ANVIL! THE STORY OF ANVIL (244, coarse 
language, nudity) 

Fri, Sun, Tuc 7:00; Sat 9:00, 7:00 

OFF ROAD TO ATHENS (STC) 

Mon 7:00 

CREATIVE AGE FESTIVAL PRESENTS: 
YOUNG@HEART (PG) 

Wed 7:00 

THE ROUND UP (STC) 

Thu 7:00 

THE RED AND THE WHITE (STC) 

Thu 9:00 


PARKLAND CINEMA 7 
Century Crossing, Spruce Grove, 780.972.2332; 
bad Spruce Greve, Stony Plain; Parkland County 
LAND OF THE LOST (PG, coarse language, 
crude content) 
Daily 7:10, 9:25; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:10, 3:25 
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IE HANGOVER (8A, crude content, nudity, 
poguage may offend) 
Daily 6:45pm & 9:00; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:45, 3:00 

UP (G) 

Daily 6:55, 9:10; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:55, 3:10 

DRAG ME TO HELL (144, not recommended 

for children, frightening scenes) 

Daily 7:15, 9:15; Sat, Sun, Tue 15, 3:15 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: BATTLE OF T. c 
SMITHSONIAN (Pc) Lae 

Daily 6:50, 9:05; Sat, Sun, Tue 12:50, 3:05 

TERMINATOR: SALVATION (144) 

Daily 7:00, 9:20; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:00, 3:20 

STAR TREK (PG, violence) 

Daily 7:05, 9:30; Sat, Sun, Tue 1:05pm & 3:30 


8712-109 St, 780.433.0728 
SIN NOMBRE (18A, violence, disturbing 
content) 


Daily 7:00; Sat, Sun 1:00 

GOMORRAH (144, coarse language, violence, 

not recommended for children) 

Daily 9:00; Sat, Sun 3:00 ‘ 


10337-82 Ave, 780.433.0728 
MY LIFE IN RUINS (PG, sexual content) 
Daily 7:00, 9:00; Sat-Sun 2:30 
LEMON TREE (PG) 
Daily 6:50, 9:10; Sat-Sun 2:00 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE WEM 


WEM, 8882-170 St, 780.444.2400 
LAND OF THE LOST (PG, coarse language, 
crude content) ¥ 
No passes Fri-Twe, Thu 11:45, 2:30, 5:00, 7:45, 
10:30; Wed 5:00, 7:45, 10:30; Star and Strollers 
Screening: Wed 1:00 
THE HANGOVER (8A, language may offend, 
nudity, crude content) 
No passes Daily 11:50, 2:40, 5:15, 8:00, 10:45 
UP IN DISNEY DIGITAL 3D (G) 
Digital 3d, No passes Daily 11:45, 12:45, 2:20, 3:45, 
4:50, 6:45, 7:30, 9:30, 10715 
DRAG ME TO HELL (14A, not recommended 
for children, frightening scenes) 
Daily 12:00, 2:45, 5:20, 7:50, 10:40 
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: BATTLE OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN (PG) 
Daily 12:15, 3:25, 6:30, 9:15 
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: BATTLE OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN: THE IMAX EXPERIENCE 
(PG 
Daily 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 9:45 
TERMINATOR SALVATION (144) 
Daily 1:20, 4:20, 7:20, 10:10 
ANGELS AND DEMONS (4A, violence) 
Daily 127210, 3:20, 6:40, 9:50. | 
STAR TREK (PG, violence) 
Daily 12:30, 3:40, 6:50, 10:00 
GHOSTS OF GIRLFRIENDS PAST (PG, 
language may offend, not recommended for 
children) 
Daily 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 9:40 
X-MEN ORIGINS: WOLVERINE (14A, violence, 
not recommended for children) 
Fri-Tue, Thu 1:30, 4:30, 7:40, 10:20; Wed 4:30, 
7:40, 10:20; Star and Strollers Screening: Wed 
1:00 
THE AUDITION (R, brutal violence, disturbing 
scenes) 
Sat 11:00 
WWE: EXTREME RULES (Classification not 
available) 
Sun 6:00 
WOODSTOCK: THREE DAYS OF PEACE 
AND MUSIC 
(THE DIRECTOR'S CUT) (STC) 
Mon 7:00 


1M Ave, Groat Rd, 780.455.8726 
LAND OF THE LOST (PG, coarse language, 
crude content) 
Dolby Stereo Digital, No passes Fri, Mon-Thu 
7:05, 9:30; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:50, 7:05, 9:30 
THE HANGOVER (:8A, language may offend, 
nudity, crude content) 
DTS Digital, No passes Fri, Mon-Thu 7:20, 
10:00; Sat-Sun 12:30, 3:35, 7:20, 10:00 
STAR TREK (PG, violence) 
Dolby Stereo Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 6:45, 9:50; 
Sat-Sun 12:15, 3:20, 6:45, 9:50 
ANGELS AND DEMONS (4A, violence) 
DTS Digital Fri, Mon-Thu 6:30, 9:40; Sat-Sun 
12:00, 3:10, 6:30, 9:40 


Wetaskiwin, 780.352.3922 
NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: BATTLE OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN (PG) 
Daily 7:10; Sat-Sun 1:20 
DRAG ME TO HELL (4A, frightening scenes, 
not recommended for children) 
Daily 7:05, 9:20; Sat-Sun 1:00, 3:20 
TERMINATOR SALVATION (244) 
Daily 9:30; Sat-Sun 3:30 
THE HANGOVER (184, crude content, nudity, 
language may offend) 
Daily 7:00,9:25; Sat-Sun 2:05, 3:25 
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«<< CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4: 


Christine, eagerly anticipating her boss's 
decision regarding an assistant manager 
position, wants to take charge of her 
life: landing the promotion might result 
in an approval from the aristocratic par- 
ents of her young professor boyfriend 
Gustin Long), desperate to shed her 
past as a chubby farm girl. A chance to 
demonstrate her strong professional 
will comes in the form of a desperate 
old spinster (Lorna Raver) requesting a 
third loan extension before her home is 
repossessed: if Christine denies her, it's 
the perfect “in.” Her decision is the un- 
conscious centrepiece that nags the rest 
of the film—not-only are we deducing 
whether Christine deserves the fateful 
bewitching that the old lady vengefully 
casts on her, but also if the blind old 
bitch had a good excuse in exploiting 
black magic because she didn't get what 
she wanted. In a sense, both women are 
guilty for misusing their powers. 


Jessica BIEL Colin FIRTH 


Some horrifying revelations follow to 
inform Christine that the curse is, in fact, 
real, several of which involve the ghost 
of her elderly nemesis, spewing mag- 
gots and grayish bile. The guilt of her 
self-motivated decision is hence follow- 
ing her, quite possibly accompanied by a 
fear of a lonely old age in a decrepit body 
deemed useless and unworthy of soci- 
ety's care. The audience's identification 
with Christine suggests otherwise; this is 
some scary, undeserved shit and, like her, 
we would do anything to escape it. 

Raimi's long-awaited effort, the script 
written shortly after his last horror 
feature Army of Darkness, quotes the 
innovative style of his own Evil Dead 
films that both poked at and celebrated 
the techniques of European gore-and- 
mayhem auteurs. Reviving that infamous 
period of his career is the main focus of 
the project, as though it demonstrates 
to fellow fright-inspired filmmakers how 
these flicks are supposed to be made. In 
that sense, Drag Me to Hell is a little 
overconfident, flaunting truly terrifying 
but occasionally tiresome jump-in-your- 


Kristin SCOTT THOMAS — Ben BARNES 
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“NOTHING SHORT OF INTOXICATIN 


~~ Katherine Moni, NATIONAL POST 3 


“{ HELLUVA LOT OF FUN.” 


be 
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- Liz Braun, TORONTO SUN é 


“DIRECTOR STEPHAN ELLIOTT UNCORKS 


A RARE VINTAGE OF LAUGHS! 
A comedy of bad manners done by experts.” 


2 he 
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based on the comedy by Noel Coward 


A film by Stephan Elliott, 
director of “The Adventures of Priscilla, Queen Of The Desert’ 
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seat and gross-out Ls 


“vestigate Fanidieailerte the inherent 


campiness. Nonetheless, it believes in it- 
self enough to be authentic, not to men- 
tion the oft-ridiculed tenets of demonol- 
ogy that drive the plot, and screeches of 
the ultimate virtues of selflessness. ~ 
JONATHAN BUSCH 
HJONATHAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


a 
Up 

Directed by Pete Docter, Bob Peterson 
Written by Docter, Peterson, 

Tom McCarthy 

Starring Ed Asner, Jordan Nagai, 
Christopher Plummer 


KKK 


Who says there are no Hollywood homes 
for the elderly? Live-action may still be 
out, but 79-year-old Ed Asner finds 
starring voice work as widower Carl 
Christensen In Pixar's latest animation 
extravaganza, Up. Writer-directors Pete 
Docter (Monsters, Inc.) and Bob Peterson 
enliven a premise that could've come off 


aa 


Sh City ae TEs + ay 
as simply grumpy old man meets The 


Lost World. Themes of adventure, home, 
and inner childhood are all tweaked and 
rejuvenated with as much spark and pop 
as high-flying Carl himself. 

After an opening sequence where young 
Carl meets tomboyish Ellie, Up offers its 
most moving sequence. It's a silent mon- 
tage of the years of Carl and Ellie's mar- 
riage, with its small disappointments and 
comforts, and its lovely, steady compan- 
ionship, until the inevitable end. 

Carl's grief is matched by a quiet yearn- 
ing for his father from Russell, a "Wilder- 
ness Explorer” who shows up on his door. 
Soon Carl's determined to embark on the 
adventure to South America that he and 
Ellie had dreamed of. He takes off on a 
flight of fancy, but Russell has acciden- 
tally stowed away for the ride. 

The 3D potential of Up—screened 
in that format in many theatres—isn't 
exploited all that much. When the odd 
couple arrives, rock formations come 
bulbously alive and a chase scene does 
dangle the fleeing Russell in front of 
your eyes. But before that, the film never 


quite floats up in the air long 


enough 


balloon 


tagging along with that glorious 
tethered house-boat in the sky. 

Yet the subtleties, like the ; 
sual message-metaphors (gettine ;,., 
down by routine; shelving your dr e 
throwing out all those possessio,, 
weigh down a life), slip past so sm, 
even the adults can miss them. p ’ 
as with most Pixar films, it's th 
details that count: kids’ sudde, 
of mood and instantly certain dec; 
{young Ellie to young Cark: "Y'knoy 
don't talk very much—t like you" 
affectionately parodic Boy Scoist +- 
to Russell, or the eager-to-please 5 
ishness of Doug, a golden retricy, 
a lolling tongue. 

This odd family is both unique an 
ly colourful rebuttal to those old-tin,, 
nostalgic, nuclear-family advent.) 
the end, though, Up Is less a thro, 
reboot or retort than a spry, imayinatiy, 
romp through the jungle of the imavins 
tion, ageless as ever. 
BRIAN GIBSON 

H/ BRIAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
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COMEDY // THE HANGOVER 


Cure for what ails you 


Zack Galifianakis redeems an otherwise-mediocre Hangover 


fA il 


er teen 


WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS >> You'd be sad, too, if you threw a bachelor party so 


awesome you lost the groom // Supplied 


DAVID BERRY 
// DAVID@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
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id Phillips’ strengths as a filmmaker 
may not exactly be legion, but to.give 
credit where it's due, the guy not only 
has an eye for underexposed comic tal- 
ent, he has the sense to mostly get out of 
the way and let them do their thing. The 
best example of this so far is probably Old 
School: though it doesn't quite deserve the 
comedic legacy it seems to have garnered 
in the interim (Old School Dos? Really?), 
the film nevertheless did push Will Ferrell 
from SNL stand-out to bonafide comedy 
star, setting the template for Ferrell char- 
acters to come with the relentlessly eager, 
effervescent man-child Frank “The Tank” 
Ricard. Phillips was also the guy who gave 
Tom Green his first feature-length shot 
(Road Trip), co-wrote the Sacha Baron 
Cohen coming-out party Borat and reju- 
venated Vince Vaughan's comedic career 
when Jon Favreau couldn't. 
Phillips manages to do it again in The 
, easily his funniest directing 
job since Old School (not that it's a distin- 
guished list), The comedic talent in this 
case is Zach Galifianakis, a straight-faced, 
impossibly dry comic who looks roughly 
like a hobo muppet come to life—or, as a 
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belligerent cop will call him when his so- 
cially inept bachelor-party attendee once 
again cluelessly crosses the line, "fat Je- 
sus.” Galifianakis's comic persona is a mix 
of stone-faced absurdism, well-spoken 
obtuseness and a kind of blistering self 
reproachment, usually used in tandem, 
and is almost always at its best when he 
has others to play off of, as with two un- 
conscionably hilarious internet hits, his 
"Between Two Ferns" talk show and Ab- 
solut Vodka commercials with the epony- 
mous Stars of Tim and Eric Awesome Show, 
Great Job!. He transplants this more or less 
wholesale, with scene-stealing effect, to 
Alan, the impending-brother-in-law and 
hanger-on at Doug's (Justin Bartha) Vegas 
bachelor party. 


Not that we ever see the party: the most 
we get—after a hilarious monologue 
about being a solitary wolf pack from 
Alan—is the shot-sipping beginning and 
the disastrous aftermath, which includes 
alive chicken, a tiger and a thoroughly de- 
stroyed hotel room, but no Doug. It is thus 
up to Alan and Doug's friends, thoroughly 
de-testicled Stu (Ed Helms) and slick Phil 
(Bradley Cooper), to piece together the 
night and attempt to find their friend in 
time for the wedding. Since this is Vegas, 


their frat-boy version of Memento finds 
them driving around in a stolen cop ca 
from all-night wedding chapel to hos; 
to Mike Tyson's mansion and back 
casino, minning across cops, strippers and 
an effeminate Asian man to whom they 
owe 80 grand. 

Unlike its namesake, The Hangover clij 
along fairly breezily, essentially shuttling 
its odd trio from comic set-up to comi 
up, paying off enough of the time to mal 
itall worthwhile. However, despite the fact 
that Helms (The Daily Show, The Office) and 
Cooper (Wet Hot American Summer)--to 
say nothing of the supporting ensemble- 
are capable comedic actors, near!) 
the comic weight falls to Galifia 
who, it should be said, baresit ably, n: 
like Ferrell in Old School. Alan is ju 
completely clueless, vaguely aware 0 
oddity but constantly trying to reafiim 
his place as one of the guys. Galifianakis 
brings a dry desperation to moments like 
getting punched-out by Tyson or explo 
ing a vaguely pedarastic history 
both grounding and hilarious : 

It's particularly welcome, too, since Ine 
Hangover has its’share of moments "het 
bownotjustto tired convention, bu‘ wom 
out stereotypes. The effeminate “5! 
mentioned above is little more than 2 12 
ny voice, butis trotted outa few times, a! 
there are several unfortunate under’ 
rents of homophobia and misogy"' that 
aren't even clever enough to count as 0° 
fensive, just hackneyed and datec This's 
to say nothing of an entirely unne< 
inearned subplot about falling » 
witha stripper. Galifianakis absur 1 
trumps enough to keep it funny, & 
and with any luck this performan 
serve asabreak-out. V 
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paul BLINOV 
//UMOW@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
ALAIN OA) 

hey always say “write about what 
you know.” Right now, Julie Doiron 
knows about feeling hopeful. 

"Quite hopefully,” if the lyrics from I 
Can Wonder What You Did With Your Day, 
her latest release, are a window into her 
current headspace. Lines like "I'm liv- 
ing the life of dreams / With good peo- 
ple all around me” are a serene change 
of form for a songwriter who's built her 
solo career on deep, therapeutic intro- 
spection {former album titles include 
Broken Girl, Loneliest in the Morning, and 
Goodnight Nobody). 

"Sometimes where I've written [it's] 
because I was sad,” she explains over 
the phone from her home in Sackville, 
NB. "But it was hard to write when I 
was actually feeling sad, so sometimes 
itwould be like after I had been feeling 
sad but about that experience, or that 
would be what would get me out of it, 
if | would actually write. [ know people 
say this all the time, but it is pretty 
therapeutic, and that's why | would find 
myself doing it in the past." 

Not that writing under a blue mood is 
a bad way to craft songs—Doiron's sim- 
ply ina happier state of mind these days, 
raising her kids and enjoying life, and 
that bliss is channeling itself through 
her pen. The album's meant to reflect 
the music that she and bandmate/boy- 
friend Fred Squire have been playing live 
for the past few years, she notes. 

"Ithink when I was writing the record, 
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Iwas in a better place,” Doiron explains, 
audibly cheerful. "I was getting happi- 
er, physically and psychologically, and I 
Was enjoying just walking around town 
and writing about whatever came into 
my head. I wasn't just writing when | 
was sad or anything, I was writing when 
I was feeling good. 

"I guess that's why,” she continues. "I 
mean, I've matured a lot. I just felt like 
writing about writing whatever I felt 
like writing about, even if it was just 
like how beautiful the light looks or 
whatever, as opposed to just writing 
when I'm sad.” 


1 Gan Wonder finds Doiron reuniting 
once more with her former Eric's Trip 
bandmate Rick White, who produced 
2907's Polaris-nominated Woke Myself 
Up. On that album, the rest of Eric's 
Trip were present as well, but White's 
return for I Can Wonder wasn’t about 
trying to revisit that band or sound. 
The process just went so well last time 
that Doiron wanted to have him on 
board once more. 

"Rick and I had talked about it for 
years and years, so when we finally 
made Woke Myself Up, it seemed pretty 
easy, pretty natural,” she says. "And this 
one was really easier, because | already 
know how he works." W 


vate: 


« 


aa 


More album reviews online, Monday to Friday. 


Vuefinder 


Live show slide shows. This week: Misery Signals, 
Peaches and TV On the Radio. 
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PREVUE // LEEROY STAGGER 


Stagger-ed steps 


Songwriter uses technology grudgingly 


EDEN MUNRO 
// EDEN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Ts eae today seems to be a battle- 
_® ground very much like the future one 
in the Terminator films—at least figura~ 
tively—where man is locked in struggle 
with machine. At least, that’s what it feels 
like sometimes, what with the parade of 


be it Facebook or Twitter or something 
clse—if he's going to be keep his head 


above the water in a music industry 
that is constantly shifting beneath the 
weight of changing technology. 

And Stagger does his best to stay on 
top of it all, using his website as a way 
of keeping the doors open on what he's 
up to, though he admits to feeling a bit 
of the strain of the times. 

"I do enjoy doing the blogs and doing 
the pictures and stuff on there, but the 
technology thing is starting to get to be 
a little bit of a pain in the ass for me,” 
he says. "I've got the iPhone and the 
laptop and it starts to just boggle your 
mind. Ihave a feeling in the next couple 
of years I'm just gonna have to just walk 
away from it all for a few months and 
just live, because I feel like I'm so tied to 


these things.” 


With a new record—an honest slab of 
ragged country titled Everything Is Real— 
out now, Stagger won't be leaving the tech- 
nological tools behind for a while; at the 
moment he's dedicated to getting the word 
out about the record. As a songwriter, he's 
proud of what he accomplished this time 
out, andin light ofthe time he took to make 
the album, he doesn't want to shortchange 
itin terms of the push it deserves. 

"Tt was two sessions done over about a 
year, and the brunt of it was the second 
session that we kept, and it just was some- 
thing that wasn’t hurried—the mixing, the 
mastering, the artwork,” Stagger explains 
about the record's creation. “I wanted it to 
be right and I didn’t want to rush it, which 
is not usually the case. With me it’s done 
ina week, and mixing in a week and then 
it's done. This wasn't the case.” 

While Stagger wrote a number of new 
songs between the two recording sessions 
he says that these days he's slowed downa 
lot. Again, the change is due in large part 
to the efforts that he’s putting into pro- 


moting Everything Is Real, but there's also 
another factor at work: life. 

"My lifestyle’s just not conducive to [song- 
writing right now],” he confesses. "We 
boughta house and we've been working oh 
this housea lot, and rehearsing for this tour 
and booking the tour and organizing the 
tour and organizing a band. I mean there's 
just no time to write, it’s just not there, 
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ing on getting out 


which I'm OK with. I've been writing pretty 
much straight for the last five years so it's 
nice to just take a break from it." W 
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FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 780.426.2889 
OR EMAIL LISTINGS @VUEWEEKLY.COM 


DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 3PM 


PULL LLL LLU CCM SCLC 


ATLANTIC TRAP AND 
GILL Jimmy Whiffen 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Rockin’ 


with Ronnie After Work 
hosted by Ron Rault every 
Thu and Fri 4-6pm 


BLUE CHAIR CAFE Annie 


Lou (folk bluegrass); $15 adv 


BLUES ON WHYTE Brian 
Lee 


CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY 
PUB Open stage hosted by 
Alberta Crude; 6-1opm 
COAST TO COAST PUB 
Open mic at the pub: 

hip hop open mic every 
‘Thursday night with host 
Yak Dollaz 


DRUID Guitar heroes 


DUSTER'S PUB Thursday 
open jam hosted by The 
Assassins of youth (blues/ 
rock); 9pm; no cover 


DV8 Open mic Thursdays 


ECO CAFE-Village at 
Pigeon Lake Open Mic 
Nights ist and 3rd Thu 
every month; 6:30-8:30pm; 
openmic@deadmansdog. 
com 

ENCORE CLUB Industry 
Music and Networking 
Night; Sio 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 
Open jam; 6:30pm 
HULBERT'S U22 
Songwriter's Social; 8pm; 
donation 
HYDEAWAY-AL! Ages 
Art Space Daniel Moir 
(tour kickoff), Ghost Bees, 
Timber Timbre, Megan 
James; 7:30pm. 
JAMMERS PUB Thursday 
open jam; 7pm 
JULIAN'S—Chateau Louis 
Justin Serink (jazz piano); 
8pm 

L.B'S PUB Open jam with 


Ken Skoreyko; 9pm 

LIVE WIRE BAR Open 
Stage Thursdays with Gary 
Thomas 

NEW CITY Ayria, Defence 
Mechanism, Psykkle; 9pm 
(door); no minors; tickets at 
New City, Megatunes 
NORTH GLENORA HALL 
Jam by Wild Rose Old 
Time Fiddlers 

RED PIANO-PIANO Bar 
Hottest dueling piano 
show featuring ihe Red 
Piano Players; 8pm-1am 
SECOND CUP-Varscona 
Live music every Thu; Eric 
Miller (folk, blues); 7-9pm; 


WILD WEST SALOON 
Colleen Rae 


VARSCONA THEATRE 
Glorious!: Edmonton Opera 
and Shadow Theatre; 7pm 
(refreshments), 7:30pm 
(performance); $60 at 
780.424.4040 ext 231; 
proceeds to Edmonton 
Opera 

WESTBURY THEATRE A 
Grand Night for Singing: 
ELOPE (Ensemble for 
Lyrica) Operetta Productions 
Edmonton); 7:30pm; $25 
(adult)/$20 (student/senior) 
at TIX on the Square, door 


Djs 
BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE 
Escapack Entertainment 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Big Rock Thursdays: 

Djs on 3 levels~Topwise 
Soundsystem spin Dub & 
Reggae in The Underdog 


BUDDY'S Wet underwear 
contest with Mia 

Fellow, midnight, DJ 
WestCoastBabyDaddy 
FILTHY MCNASTY'S 
Punk Rock Bingo with DJ 
SWAG. 


FLUID LOUNGE Girls 
Night out 

FUNKY 

Ave Requests with DJ 
Damian 


GAS PUMP oe Nite: 
D) 
Top 4o/dance y 


GINGUR SKY Urban 
Substance Thursdays 


HALO Thursdays Fo Sho: 
with Allout DJs D] Degree, 
Junior Brown 

KAS BAR Urban House: 
with DJ Mark Stevens; 9pm 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Dish 
Thursdays: funky house/ 
techno with DJ Colin 
Hargreaves, house/breaks 
with Dj Krazy K, hardstyle/ 
techno with DJ Decha, 
tech trance/electro with Dj 
Savage Garret; n0 minors; 
no cover 


NEW CITY SUBURBS Bingo 
at 9:30pm followed by 
Electroshock Therapy with 
Dervish Nazz Nomad and 
Plan B (electro, retro) 


ON THE ROCKS Salsaholic 
Thursdays: Dance lessons at 
8pm; Salsa DJ to follow 


OVERTIME SOUTH Retro 
to New: classic rock, R&B, 
urban and dance with DJ 
Mikee; 9pm-2am; no cover 
PLANET INDIGO-St Albert 
Hit It Thursdays: breaks, 
electro house spun with PI 
residents 


RENDEZVOUS PUB Metal 
Thurzday with org666 


STARLITE ROOM Music 
ist and The Techno Hippy 
Crew: Bassnectar, Kush 
Arora, Shamik and guests; 
8pm. 

STOLLIS Dancehall, hip 
hop with DJ Footnotes 
hosted by Elle Dirty and 
ConSeience every Thu; no 
cover 
www.notorious-events.com 


TEMPLE Surely Temple 
Thursdays: with DJ Tron, 
DCD, Optimix Prime, 
Miyuru Fernando; 9pm 
(door); $5 (cover) 


FRIDAY 


ARTERY Kris Demeanor 
and his Crack Band; $15 at 
Megatunes (Whtye); 7:30pm, 
(door), 9:30pm (show) 
ATLANTIC TRAP AND 


lo; all ages ; 6:30pm 
(door); S10 
AVENUE THEATRE 
Carpenter, All Shaded 
Squares, Mad Cowboys, 
No More Heroes; all ages; 
630pm (door); fio 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE Rockin’ 
with Ronnie After Work 
hosted by Ron Rault every 
Thu and Fri 4-6pm. 
BLUE CHAIR CAFE Cori 
Brewster (country roots 
singer/songwriter, CD 
launch); 8pm; S15 (adv) 
BLUES ON WHYTE Brian 
Lee 
BRIXX BAR / TEMPLE 
Organic BC Buds, Sticky 
Buds, Chris Organix, guests 
door) gpm; $15 at Foosh; 2 
Room event with Temple 
CARROT Live music 
Fridays: Low Flying Planes 
(traditional folk, roots, 
reggae and gypsy beats); all 
ages; 7:30-9:30pm; $5 (door 
COAST TO COAST Open 
Stage every Friday night 
with host Leona Burkey 
at gpm 
DV8 TAVERN Live music 
every Fri; gpm; $5 
FRESH START CAFE Live 
music Fridays: Laura and 
Daniel; 6-gpm; $5 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Fire 
Seeds; 9:30pm 
HULBERT'S Graham Tilsley; 
8pm; $10 (door) 
HYDEAWAY-~AL! Ages Art 
Space Totally Ripped, Sex 
Negatives; 7:30pm 
IRISH CLUB Jam session; 
8pm; no cover 
IVORY CLUB Duelling 
piano show with Jesse, 
Shane, Tiffany and Erik and 
guests 
JEFFREY'S Calan and Cole 
(country rock); $15 
JEKYLL AND HYDE (Pub) 
Every Priday: Headwind 
(classic pop/rock); 9prn: 
no cover 
JULIAN'S—Chateau Louis 
Graham Lawrence (jazz 
piano); 83pm 
LEVA CAPPUCCINO BAR 


Live music every Fri 


NEW CITY SuBuRes 
Brains, Benders, p..., 
Saints, Vrolox 

ON THE ROCKS (. 
and Ras'pect with Dj) 
180 DEGREES s-., 
fight every Friday 
PALACE CASINO (Wes, 
Soul Train : 
PARKLAND GRILi-<.. 


and the Blues By 
aM; Do cover 


Blackbyrd, Megatun 
RED PIANO-Piano i: 
Hottest duelir n 
featuring th 
Players; gpm-2arr 
STARLITE ROO 
New Mus ries: ( 
of Chaos (CD re! 

is War, guests; opr 
$i0 (door) 
STEEPS—Old Glen 
Music Fridays: Bro 
(acoustic); 3:3 
TEMPLE 
Chris Organix and sti: 
Buds; gpm (door) 
Foosh. 2 roor re 
Brixx Bar 

TOUCH OF CLASs- 
Chateau Louis Ly 
(pop/rock); @ 
URBAN LOUNGE T 
Osmonds Last Sh 

WILD WEST SALOO! 
Colleen Rae 

YVARDBIRD SUITE 
Whiteley, Diana Braithwa: 
8pm (door), 9pm (show) 
(member)/$22 (gue 
Classica! 
WESTBURY THEATRE A 
Grand Night for Singing 
ELOPE (Ensemble 
Lyrical Op 
Edmonton); 7:3 s 
(adult)/S20 (student/ser 
at TIX on the Square, door 
WINSPEAR Fo; 
Broadway: Ed: 
Symphony; 8p 


AZUCAR PICANTE Ever 
Fri: DJ Papi and DJ Lat 
Sensation 

BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 


ae 


+ ARTERY 9535 Jasper Ave » ATLANTIC TRAP AND GILL 7704 Calgary Trail South, 75 
THEATRE 9030-128 Ave, 780.477.2149 » AXIS CAFE 10349 Jasper Ave, 780.990.0031 » BANK ULTRALOUNGE : 
10765 Jasper Ave, 780.420.9098 - BILLY BOB'S Continental Inn, 16625 Stony Plain Rd, 780.484:775. ° BLACK 


2.4611 + AVENU 


? DOG FREEHOUSE 20425-82 Ave, 780.439.1082 » BLUE CHAIR CAFE 9624-76 Ave, 780.989.2861 - BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Ave, 780, 439.3982 - BOOTS 


10242-106 St, 780-423-5014 


= Coach/Touch of Class 13727 Kingsway, 
= Victoria Trail - CIRCLES 954-21 Ave - COAST TO COAST PUB 5552 Calgary Trail, 780.439.8675 + CONVOCATION 
-210 St, 780.452.7800 » CROWN AND ANCHOR 25277 Castledowns Rd, 780-472-7696 + CROWN PUB 


i PERPOT RESTAURANT Capital Place, 103, 9707 : 
DOUBLE D'S LOUNGE (DOCS) 


: 6¢, 780.428.5628 « DIESEL ULTRA LOUNGE 13845 Wayne Gretzky Drive, 780.704.CLUB - DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB 9013-88 Ave - 
: 15203 Stony Plain Rd « DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave, 780.454.9928 « DUSTER'S PUB 6402-118 Ave, 780.474.5554 + pve 
EARLY STAGE SALOON 4912-52 Ave, Stony Plain - ECO CAFE Village at Pigeon Lake - EDMONTON EVENTS 
? ENCORE CLUB 957 Fir St, Sherwood Pask, 780.417.0121 
? TERIAN CHURCH 10025-105 St - FLUID LOUNGE 10105-109 St, 780.429.0700 « FOXX DEN 205 Carnegi Drive, 
433.9676 « GAS PUMP 10£66-224 St, 780.488.4841 » GINGUR SKY 15505-2128 Ave, 780.923.4312/78¢ 


: 780. 433-9623 » FUNKY BUDDHA 10342-82 Ave, 7 
220A (basement), Stony Plain Rd, 7807 


2 . GRANITE CURLING CLUB 8420-107 St» HALO 10538 Jasper Ave 780.423. HALO + HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 15) 


MILL TOP PUB 8220-106 Ave, 780.490.7359 « HOOLIGANZ PUB 10704-124 St, 780.452.1168 + HULBERT'S 7601-115 St, 780.436.2361 + HYDEAWAY All 


~ BRIKX BAR 100 


2 St (downstairs), 780.428.1099 + BUDDY'S 2:72sB Jasper Ave, 780.488.6636 - CHATEAU Louis 
780 452 7770 * CHRISTOPHER'S PARTY PUB 202: Millbourne Rd, West, 780.462.6565 « CHROME LOUNGE 23 
HALL Arts Bldg, U of A, 780.492-3611 - COP 


TAVERN 8307-99 St, www.t 
CENTRE WEM Phase Il, 780.489.SH¢ 
. FIDDLER'S ROOST 8906-99 St » FILTHY MCNASTY’S 10511-82 Ave, 780.916.2557 * FIRST PRES 
St Albert - FRESH START CAFE River> 


STAVERN.com 


} Space 10209-100 Ave » IRON BOAR PUB 4911-sist St, Wetaskiwin « IMORY CLUB 2940 Calgary Trail South « JAMMERS PUB 11948-2127 Ave, 780.451.5779 


i J AND R 4003-106 St, 780.436.4403 * JEFFREY'S CAFE 9640 142 St, 780.451.8890 « 
Ave, 780.426.5381 (pub)/780.429.5082 (rest) « JET NIGHTCLUB 9221-34 Ave, 780.466.6552 * 
780.460.9100 « LEGENDS PUB 6104-172 St, 780.481.2786 « LEVEL 2 LOUNGE 1607 Jasper Ave, 

LOUNGE 367 St Albert Ra, St Albert, 720.460.1222 » MORANGO'S TEK CAFE 10: 
NEW CITY 1008: Jasper Ave, 780.989.5066 - NIKKI DIAMONDS 8330 Gateway 
£ o6i6-B2 Ave, 780.414.6766 « 180 DEGREES 10730-107 St, 780.414.0233 « ON THE ROCKS 11730 Jasper Ave, 


118-79 St * MURRIETA'S 1062-82 Ave « 


JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB AND RESTAURANT Riverview Inn, 20209-2100 
KAS BAR 10444-82 Ave, 780.433.6768 « LA'S PUB 23 Akins Dr, St Alber 
and Fi, 780.447.4495 « LIVE WIRE 1107 Knotwood Rd. East - LOOP 
NEWCASTLE PUB 6103-90 Ave, 720.4997" 
Blvd, 780.439.8006 « NORTH GLENORA HALL 13535-1094 Ave - O'BYRNE > 
780.482.4767 + OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 10304" 


ILL 
= St, 780.423.1643 - OVERTIME SOUTH Whiterud Crossing, 4222-106 St, 780.485.2717 + PALACE CASINO-WEM 8882-170 St, 780.444.2222 « PARKLAND G 


FRESH-COLLEGE PLAZA 8225 122 St« 
? Rd, 780.488.1505 + STEEPS TEA LOUNGE-COLLEGE PLAZA 111:6-82 Ave, 
i Jasper Ave, 780.482.0707 + TAPHOUSE 9020 McKenney Ave, St Albert, 780.458.0860 + UNION HALL Argyll, 99 St, 780.70: 
780.437.7699 « VARSCONA THEATRE 10329-83 Ave « 


i? WHISTLESTOP LOUNGE 12416-132 Ave, 780. 451-5506 « 


? 53222, RR 272, Spruce Grove, 780. 960.6871 PAWN SHOP 10551-82 Ave, Upstairs, 
INDIGO-ST ALBERT 812 Liberton Dr, St Albert - PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 Ste 
11026 Jasper Ave, 780.420.0448 « RED PIANO-Piano Bar 1638 Bourbon St, WEM, 8882 


MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT 12336-102 Ave, 780.451.7574 * SECOND 
Varscona Hotel, 106 St, Whyte Ave + SIDELINERS PUB 1:028-127 St, 453-6006 + 
SPORTSWORLD 13710-104 St» STARLITE ROOM 10030-102 St, 780.428.1099 + 
780.988.8105 » STOLLI'S and Fl, 10368-B2 Ave, 780.437.2293 « SUEDE LOUNGE nb 
2.2582 - URBAN LOUNGE 10544 


780.432.0814 + 


HOURS 10028-102 St, 780.994.3256, wwwyafterhours.com + YESTERDAYS PUB 1:2, 205 Carnegie Dr, St Albert, 780.459.0295 
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PLANET INDIGO-JASPER AVE 21607 Jasper Ave - PLANE! 
PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL 10860-57 Ave PROHIBITION 

170 St, 780.486.7722 + RED STAR-10538 Jasper Ave, 7h0.428.08 Be: > 
ROSE AND CROWN 10235-102 St, 780.426:7826 « SECON® °°" 


RSCONA 


Ave 


WATERLOO FORD LINCOLN 11420-107 Ave - WESTBURY THEATRE TransAlta Arts Barns, a 
WILD WEST SALOON 12912-50 St, 780.476.3388 » WUNDERBAR 8120-101 St, 780.436.2286 


NBA's Cleveland Cavaliers. 
The conventional wisdom for the cur- 


ordained to meet for the championship 


cy theary that NBA Commissioner David 
Stern was orchestrating fixed officiating 


two best and most popular players hap- 


Valuable Puppets" where felt versions of 


match. After both obviously talented : 
teams made their respective conference : 
finals, many people espoused a conspira- : 


? our heroes cohabitate and contrast their : Royal Bison Afterparty, had never heard 


differing approaches to life. 
Unfortunately for the NBA brass 


stadiums for our shooting stars. So what 
does that make the small guys in town? 


Venues like the ARTery are more un- 
der the radar than you think. Someone 


: | went to high school with was at the 


of the place and was only there through 


; some extensive family obligation. Alter- 
reality and human desire got in : native venues give us a way to celebrate 
the way on Saturday when the : 
Orlando Magic beat Cleveland : 
eyed cote 4-2, making for a significantly : 
less appealing finals against : 
the Lakers. In our community, : 
we must consider the Starlite : other major cities, you have the choice to 
- Room and the Pawn Shop to be : 
= not unlike the homes of the Lakers and 

: Cavaliers respectively, the scaled-down : 
helps expose the discipline's artistry. : 
That said, please consider the lesson : 
we can learn from Lebron James and the : 


alternative lifestyles. In response to my 
column about the city’s downturn in 
dancing, Karen Campos emailed me to 
celebrate the venue Circles (9554 - 
Avenue) and its LGBT dance parties. Like 


: go into uncharted territory to get your 
: kicks. While usually isolated to punk and 
: hardcore shows, they are having a dance 
i party with DJ Gatto at Circles on June 6 
= to contrast the big name draw of Ghis- 


? : lain Poirier and Rye Rye at Starlite, 
: The advantage of venues like the Star- : 


3 lite Room and Edmonton Everit Centre is : 
rent NBA season was that Cleveland : 
and Kobe's Los Angeles Lakers were pre- : 


Lebron James failed to advance because 


: his concerns aren't for his team, they are 
that they are privy toacts that most local : for his personal legacy. He left the court 
promoters can't afford. While people go- : 
i ing to see TV On The Radio were mostly : 
left confused by the off-beat pop attack : 
of the Dirty Projectors, the people who : sonable performances from high-end tal- 
would've liked it most were priced out of : 
: the show. In this situation, the smaller, : 
? independently run venues represent the : 
in games to make this extremely market- : 


able showdown between the league's : 


without shaking anyone's hands or talking 
to his own team. It can be exciting when 
you can get the best of both worlds, per- 


ent. Having notable acts like Ghost Bees 
(this Thursday) and Laura Barrett play- 


: ing an extremely intimate place like the 
Orlando Magic: a balanced team with : Hydeaway is a major coup. Even though 
less star power but more dedication and : 
: a hunger to win for the right reasons. 
pen. Nike even presumptuously released : 


a hilarious ad series called "MVPs: Most : 


this city doesn't have enough people to 


= spread out through every venue on any 
; given night, we have to continue cel- 
: ebrating the diversity of venues, and the 
: fact that we do have a choice. W 


with People’s DJ 


the Pony Girls, DJ Avinder 
and Dj Toma; no cover 


Y AFTERHOURS Foundation 
Fridays 


ARTERY EATery Swap Lunch: 
DJ Sean Borchert; 22-4pm 


WATERLOO FORD 
LINCOLN Safe Streets . . . 
the Beat Goes On: Avenue 
of Nations; Edmonton 
Sabers, azam parade, 11.35am 


+35pmn; Stephanie Burlie 


end fri 


730-10pm; free 

CIRCLES Dance Party: High 
Plains Sound, Mega Wattson, D) 
Gatto; 10pm (doar); $5 

CROWN PUB Acoustic blues, 
roots and country Open Mic 
with Marshall Lawrence and 
Tim Harwill; 30pm (sign-up), 
every Sat, 2-spm 

DOUBLE D'S LOUNGE (Doc's) 
Breezy Bran Gregg (blues/rock); 
9pm; no cover 

DV8 TAVERN Live music every 
Sat; gpm; $5 

EARLY STAGE SALOON— 
Stony Plain Saturday Live 
Music 


EDDIE SHORTS Motive 
Unknown featuring Rob Suter 
(rock anid roll) 

GRANITE CURLING CLUB 
SLRENSS, Summer Splash: 
Featuring Sue Foley and Band, 
Jack Semple and Band, Gaye 
Delorme and Band with The 
Cameron Bros; ¢30pm (door); 


Smith, Hector Fector, Darren 
Frank; 9pm (door); $10 
HILLTOP PUB Open stage/mic 
Sat: hosted by Sally's Krackers 
Sean Brewer, 3-530-3pm 
HULBERT'S The Hawaiian 
Dreamers, 8pm; $10 (door) 
HYDEAWAY-ALL Ages Art 
‘Space Flora (7’ release); 7-30pm 
IRON BOAR PUB Jazz in 
Wetaskiwin featuring jazz trios 
the ast Saturday each month: 
this month: The Don Berner 
‘Tro; gpm; $10 
IVORY CLUB Duelling piano 
show with Jesse, Shane, Tiffany 
and Erik and guests 
JAMMERS PUB Saturday open 
3-730pm; country/rock 
gpm-2am 
JEFFREY'S Calan and Cole 
(country rock} Sis 
JEKYLL AND HYDE PUB 
Headwind (classic pop/rock}; 
9pm; no cover 


JET NIGHTCLUB Backroom 
(back entrance): Hip hop 
every Sat 
JULIAN'S~Chateau Louis 
Graham Lawrence (jazz 
piano); 8pm. 

B'S PUB Molsons Saturday 
open stage every Saturday 
afternoon hosted by Gord 
Macdonald; 4:30-9pm 
MORANGO'S TEK CAFE 
Saturday open stage: hosted by 
Dr. Oxide; 7-10pm. 

O'BYRNE'S Live Band Saturday 
3-7pm; DJ g30pm 

180 DEGREES Dancehall and 
Reggae night every Saturday 
ON THE ROCKS Lex Justice 
and Ras'pect with DJ Crazy Dave 
PALACE CASINO (WEM) 
Soul Train 

PAWN SHOP SONIC 
Presents Live On Site Anti- 
Club Saturdays (rock, Indie, 
punk, rock, dance, retro, rock); 
8pm (door) 

RED PIANO-Piano Bar Hottest 
dueling piano show featuring 
the Red Piano Players; gpm-2am_ 
Rana, Riverboat Gamblers; 

all ages; 6pm (door), 7pm 
(show); $46.50, $42.50, $39.50 at 
Unionevents.com, TicketMaster 
ROSE AND CROWN Mr. 
Lucky (blues, roots); 9pm- 
iam; no cover 

STARLITE ROOM Rye Rye, 
Ghislain Poirer, South Rakkas 
Crew, Ninja Tune artists 
(Montreal), Mad Decent 
artists (Toronto), Degree, DJ 
guests; gpm (door); tickets at 
Ticketmaster.ca, Blackbyrd, 
Foosh, FS 

TOUCH OF CLASS~ 
Chateau Louis Lyle Hobbs 
(pop/rock); 8:30pm 

URBAN LOUNGE The Ozzy 
Osmonds Last Show Ever 
WILD WEST SALOON 
Colleen Rae 

YARDBIRD SUITE Chris _ 
Whiteley, Diana Braithwaite; 
pm (door), 9pm (show); $18 


(member)/$22 (guest) Delano, Ari Rhodes 
Ae ee en ee amen eees ene HEs ees ennehenenenanen LEVEL 2LOUNGE Sizzle 
Classical Saturday: DJ Groovy Cuvy and 
CONVOCATION HALL Arias guests 
Extravaganzas: Opera NUOVA; NEWCASTLE PUB Saturdays: 
F30pm; Sis (adult/$2(student/ Top 40, requests with DJ Sheri 
senior) at TIX on the Square NEW CTY LOUNGE 
{induded in the festival pass) Punk Rawk Saturdays with Todd 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN an Alex 
CHURCH Celebrating Choral 
Chamber Music i Coristi Peleus ecard & 
Chamber Choir, Debra Caims a Blusjay a Seg Sy 
(conductor); 8pm; $18 (adult)/$i2 
(student/senior) at TEX on the PAWN SHOP SONIC Presents 
Square; $20 (adult)/S$is (student/ Live On Site! Anti-Club 
senior) at the door Saturdays: rock, indie, punk, 
WESTBURY THEATRE A rock, dance etna rod Agra 
Grand Night for Singing: eae 
ELOPE (Ensemble for PLANET INDIGO-Jasper 
Lyrical Operetta Productions Avenue Suggestive Saturdays: 
Edmonton); 7:30pm; $25 breaks electro house with PI 
{adult)/S20 (student/senior) at residents 
TIX on the Square, door RED STAR Saturdays indie rock, 
WINSPEAR Forbidden hip hop, and electro with DJ 
Broadway: Edmonton Hot Philly and guests 
Symphony; 8pm; $24-$79 at RENDEZVOUS Survival metal 
Winspear box office night 
SPORTSWORLD Inline and 
Roller Skating Disco: Top 40 
AZUCAR PICANTE Every Sat: Request with a mixof retro and 
DJ Touch It, hosted by DJ Papi disco; 1-430pm and 7-10:30pm,; 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE wwwsports-worldca 
Saturday Djs on three levels STOLLI'S ON WHYTE Top 40, 
Main Floor; Menace Sessions: R&B, house with People's DJ 
alt rock/electro/trash with Miss SUEDE LOUNGE The Finest 
Mannered Underground House with DJ 
BUDDY'S Undie night for men Nic-E every Saturday 


only, free pool and tourney, DJ 


TEMPLE Oh Snap!: Every 


Arrowchaser Saturday, Cobra Commander 
EMPIRE BALLROOM Rock, hip and guests; gpm 
hop, house, mash up WUNDERBAR Featured DJ 
ESMERALDA'S Super Parties: and local bands 
Every Sata different theme Y¥ AFTERHOURS Release 
FLUID LOUNGE Saturdays Saturday 
Lancy suootewnee ae ©=—SUNDAY 

a RESTAURANT 
Top tracks, rock, retro with DJ BLUE PEAR 
Demin Jazz on the Side Sundays: 
GINGUR SKY Soulout Audrey Ochoa 
Saturdays: Macka Diamond BLUES ON WHYTE The 
with Cybertek, Invinceable, Stone Merchants, John 
Capon, Rocky; 410; 10pm (door) Armstrong; gpm 
HALO For Those Who Know: CROWN PUB Every Sun: Band 
house every Sat with Dj Junior War 2009; 5-9pm; $3; starting 
Brown, Luke Morrison, Nestor Apr sJulys 


WPCOMING SHOWS: 
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Raycun CoMnBoys 


CoMnivinc CADAVERS 


HAT ee AND 
KA 4S 


100 
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- asrts* 
A sper Ave 


81 JASPER AVE 


LCOMMENT >> DJ 


Spin the black circle 


DJing basics are easy, but the art is tough 


Thanks to my wife, my appreciation for 
the art of DJing continues to grow. 

A decade ago, | found it hard to 
accept DJs, or even electronic 
artists who put out their own 
music but then DJ when on 
tour. But that's changed, sim- 
ply because when we first 
moved in together, my wife- 
to-be brought with her two 
professional Technics turntables 


and a mixer. 


Now, we've passed more than a few 
evenings in the living room putting on 
records and mixing, and | like to think 
| have graduated from “unlistenable” to 
"passable." There's something about put- : 
ting on a record, having another ready 3 
on the other deck, thinking about what : 
song should come on after the next one 
is over, racing to the box of dance re- : 
cords and whipping out the vinyl and : 
getting it all ready with the headphones 
on and always trying to keep a finger on 
the crossfader. For me, it's always been 


like a game of Twister. 


! Now, we love using vinyl And, when 
: we go shopping for music, we usu- 
ally buy LPs and 12-inch singles 


rather than CDs. 


headphones, so it can be cued up, while : 
the other plays. 

The Pacemaker has been around for 
: about a year, but we're already used to 
seeing DJs mix using their Apple laptops : 
when they're onstage. And, well, the use 
: of CD mixers, like Pioneer's industry- : 
: leading CD) series, allows the people : 
: behind the decks to act as if they're : 
: playing with vinyl even though their : 


DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB Celtic 
Music Session, hosted by Keri- 
Lynne Zwicker, 4-7pm 

EDDIE SHORTS Sunday open 
stage, all gear provided 
HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Souljah 
Fyah Sundays hosted by Rhea 
March; 8pm; $10 (door\/$5 
(student\$s (restaurant/pub 
employees with pay stub) 
HULBERT'S Sunday Alley Kat 
Songwriter’s Stage; 7pm; $s/ 
person minimum charge 
LOOP LOUNGE Jam hosted by 
JJ, Lenny B and the Cats; 430pm 
‘til whenever 

NEWCASTLE PUB Sunday 
acoustic open stage with Willy 
James and Crawdad; 3-6pm. 
NEW CITY Open Mic Sunday 
hosted by Ben Disaster; gpm 
(sign-up); no cover 
O'BYRNE'S Open mic jam with 
Robb Angus (the Wheat Pool) 
ON THE ROCKS Shocker 
Sundays with Lex Justice and 
Ras'pect; 9pm 

ORLANDO'S 2 PUB Sundays 
Open Stage Jam hosted by The 
Vindicators (blues/rocky, 3-8pm 
ROYAL COACH-Chateau 
Louls Petro Polujin (classical 
guitar); spm 


SECOND CUP—Mountain 


Equipment Co-op Live music 
every Sun; Tom Mead (classical 


FINE ARTS BUILDING— 
Room 1-29 Master Classes for 
the Public: Opera NUOVA; 
Joanne Kolomyjec and 
Benjamin Butterfield; 7pm; 
$12 (adult)$10 (student/senior) 
at TIX on the Square (included 
in the festival pass) 
MAGRATH MANSION 
Strawberry Tea: Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra 
enemble; $80/person (limited); 
fundraiser, proceeds support 
the ESO; 780.401.2567 


Dis 

BACKSTAGE TAP AND GRILL 
Industry Night: with Atomic 
Improv, Jameoki and DJ Tim 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Sunday Afternoons: Phil, 2~7pin; 
Main Floor: Got To Give It Up: 
Funk, Soul, Motown, Disco with 
DJ Red Dawn 

Latest and greatest in House, 
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Progressive and Trip-Hop; Rudy 
Electro; 1opm-2-30am,; guest DJs 
inquire at kelly@michetticom 
GINGUR Ladies Industry 
Sundays 

NEW CITY SUBURBS 

Get Down Sundays with 
Neighbourhood Rats 
OVERTIME DOWNTOWN 
Sunday Industry Night: 
Requests with DJ Bo 

SAVOY MARTINI LOUNGE 
Reggae on Whyte: RnR Sundays 
with Dj IceMan; no minors; 
gpm; no cover 

WUNDERBAR Sundays DJ 
Gallatea and XS, guests; no 
cover 


MONDAY 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Sleeman Mondays: live music 
monthly; no cover 

BLUES ON WHYTE Ross 
Neilson and the Sufferin’ 
Bastards 

DEVANEY'S IRISH PUB Open 
stage Mondays with different 
songwriters hosting each 
week; presented by jimmy 
Whiffen of Hole in the Guitar 
Productions; 8-12 

HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB Jazz 
Night; 7pm; S10 (door)/$5 
(student) 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Str'8 Up Gypsies, Low Flying 
Planes, Corvid Lorax 10pm; $8 
PLEASANTVIEW 
COMMUNITY HALL Acoustic 
instrumental old time fiddbe 
jam hosted by the Wild Rose 
Old Tyme Fiddlers Society; 7pm 
ROSE AND CROWN Mr, 
Lucky (blues, roots); gpm-1am; 


no cover 
ROSE BOWL/ROUGE 
LOUNGE The Legendary Rose 
Bowl Monday Jam: hosted by 
Sherry-Lee Wisor and Darrek 
Anderson; 8pm 


BAR WILD Bar Gone Wild 
Mondlays: Service Industry 
Night; no minors; 9pm-2anp 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Main Floor; Eclectic Nonsense, 
Confederacy of Dunces, Dad 
Rock, T] Hookab and Rear 
Admiral Saunders 

BUDDY'S NIGHTCLUB Rudy 
Electro latest and greatest in 
House, Progressive and Trip: 
Hop; 12am-2;30am; interested 
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guest DJs inquire at kelly@ 
michetti.com; karaoke with 
Tizzy, amateur strip contest; 
9pm-12am 

FILTHY MCNASTY'S Metal 
Mondays; with Dj SWAG. 
FLUID LOUNGE Mondays 
Mixer 

NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
Daniel and Fowler (eclectic 
tunes) 


TUESDAY 


BLUES ON WHYTE Ross Neil- 
son and the Sufferin’ Bastards 


BRIXX BAR The Martingales, 
Sjoerd Meyer, gpm (door); $3 
(door) 

DRUID-Jjasper Avenue Open 
stage with Chris Wynters 
B'S PUB Ammar’s Mooseh- 
ead Tuesday open stage 

every Tuesday night; 9prm-zam; 
featuring guests; hosted by 
Mark Ammar and Noel (Big 
Cat) Mackenzie 

O'BYRNE'S Celtic Jam with 
Shannon Johnson and friends 
ON THE ROCKS Birthday bash 
with Connors’ Road, Tupelo 
Honey 

SECOND CUP~T24 Street 
Open mic every Tue; 8opm 
SECOND CUP-Stanley Milner 
Library Open mic every Tue; 
7-9pm, 

SIDELINERS PUB Tuesday All 
Star Jam with Alicia Tait and 
Rickey Sidecar, 8pm 


YARDBIRD SUITE Tuesday 
Nights Jam Sessions: 

Anna Beaumont/Rhonda 
Withnell Quartet; 7-30pm. 
(doarySpm (show); $4 
(member}/S4 (guest) 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Main Floor; CJSR's Eddie 
Lunchpail; Wooftop: with DJ 
Gundam 
BUDDY'S Free pool and 
tourney, Dj Arrowchaser; gpm 
ESMERALDA'S Retro every 
‘Tue; no cover with student ID 
FUNKY BUDDHA-Whyte Ave 
Latin and Salsa music, dance 
lessons 8-1opin 
GINGUR SKY Bashment 
Tuesdays: Reggae music, no 
caver 


HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB 
‘Tuesdays-Blackout: Electro 


So, as someone who is a true, 


ogy that makes mixing caller 
Last week, my wife was look- 
ing at an ad for a Pacemaker, 


song selection. 


Now, for me to judge {j: 
based on the equipment would | 
} someone taking his or her first suits, | 
true amateur, | don't know : son and criticizing Thurston Moo 
Lee Ranaldo's playing on Soni 
Goo. But the technological 
t ments made by the likes of the 

$ maker or the CDJs is making going bot, 
a handheld MP3 player that acts : the decks a lot less about skill and b. 
: like two decks, with crossfader and ef- 
: fects buttons. Just draw your finger ? 
: across the tiny controls to fade from one : 
? song to the other. And, just like a large 
: mixer, a DJ can listen to one track on the 


: So, is great Djing now about 
: the most files on his or her lant 
: loaded into a Pacemaker? 

It's not quite that simple; good D}< 


} source material is 100 per cent dio, 


WHC 


: how to read the vibe of ar auci 


living.in Toronto 


: know when to speed things up 
: things down. But, alas, the big 
have in our living room is 
: and more like a museum piece 


Steven Sandor is a former editor-i 
of Vue Weekly, now an editor an 


beats with Electro DJ's Joust! 
and So Serious 
NEW CITY UKWID LOUNGE 
‘abilly, Ghoul-rock, spooky with 
Dj Vylan Cadaver 
RED STAR Tuesdays: 

i Indie Rock, Hip 
Hop, Electro with DJ Hot Philly 
SPORTSWORLD Retro Night; 
7-1030pm; www.sports-world.ca 


—— 
BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 
Main Floor: Glitter Gulch 
Wednesdays: live music once 
amonth 
BLUES ON WHYTE Ross 
Neilson and the Sufferin’ 
Bastards 

CENTURY CASINO The 
Searchers; 7pm 

COPPERPOT RESTAURANT 
Live jazz every Wednesday 
night: Audrey Ochoa; 6-9pm 
EDDIE SHORTS Open stage 
every Wed all gear provided 
FIDDLER'S ROOST Little 
Flower Open Stage with Brian 
Gregg 

FOXX DEN The Mary Thomas 
Band Wed night open stage; 
8pm-wam 

HAVEN SOCIAL Open stage 
with Jonny Mac; 8:30pm; free 
HOOLIGANZ PUB Open stage 
Wednesdays hosted by Shane 
and Naomi 
HULBERT'S Every Wed Sing 
with the Rubber Band (sing- 
along, dance, comedy, karaoke, 
trivia); 8-xapm; $6 minimum 
charge 
JEFFREY'S CAFE Laurell and 
Rachelle Kostelyk (pop Sto 
LEVEL 2 LOUNGE Open mic 
PAWN SHOP Julie Doiron, Dog 
Day, Yes Nice; gpm 


STARLITE ROOM Curr 
Swell, Roger That, Thx 
Soulicitors; 9pm 
at TicketMast 
Megatunes 
STEEPS TEA LOUNGE 
College Plaza Open 
Wed; hosted by Emie T 
8:30-.0pm 

TEMPLE Wyld Style 
Wednesday; Live hip hoy 
every Wed; $s 


CONVOCATION HALL Song 


Soirees: Opera NUO 
7:30pm; $22 (adu! 


(student/senior) at T 
the Square {included in th 
festival pass) 


BANK ULTRA LOUNGE 
Wednesday Nights: wit! 
Harley 


Land b 


i matching and a lot more about 


advanc 


BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 


Main Floor: Wedne:d 
Retroactive Radio: Brit 


new wave, punk, rock ‘nro 


with LL Cool Joe 


BUDDY'S Hump dy 
Seooy Sean 


DIESEL ULTRA LOUNGE 


Wind-up Wednesday 
hiphop, reggae, old kool 
reggacton with InVinc 
Touch It, weekly g 
FLUID LOUNGE Wedn« 
Rock This 

LEGENDS PUB Hip hi 
with Dj Spincyce 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 


DJ Roxai Slade (indie, pur® 


and metal) 


simple 


NEW CITY SUBURBS 8! 


It: with Greg Gory 25 
Lunchpail; no minor 
(door) 


RED STAR Guest DJs 
Wednesday 


Ageand weekly gee 

2am; www. beatparty oo 
Wednesday 

with new DJ, no cover 

Y AFTERHOURS ¥ Not 

Wednesday 


and WANMERG 


OAs = 
SATURDAY, JUNE 20 . of 
FIGHTS AT 7PM 
DOORS AT 6:30PM YELLOWBIRD 
TUESDAY, JUNE 30 
SHOW AT 8PM 
SUNDAY, JUNE 21 DOORS AT 7PM 


SHOW AT 8PM | DOORS AT 7PM 
ind, July 9 Jo Dee Messina, July 12 Heat XC 3: Ruthless, July 17 


DINNER & SHOW PACKAGES FOR TWO STARTING AT $179 AVAILABLE AT RIVERCREERESORT.COM 
TICKETS FOR SHOWS AVAILABLE THROUGH TICKETMASTER CHARGE-BY-PHONE (780} 451-8000 OR WWWZICKETMASTER.CA 


*$5 COVER GETS YOU A’$5 DRINK COUPON. 


WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY AT 8PM | FRIDAY & SATURDAY Al 9PM 


) im © ue 
guahes— 


JUNE 10 
JUNE 5 &6 4 $4 DOMESTIC DRAFT 
/ >= FREE COUNT 
P TWO-STEP LES 
OLUNG STONES TRIBUTE* 
2 WINTERBURN ROAD A 


RIVER CREE 
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COVER // RANCID 


One for all, all for one 
Rancid sticks together through thick and thin 


EDEN MUNRO 
// EDEN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


here are a few ideas that emerge 

time and again throughout pretty 
much everything that Rancid—gui- 
tarist/vocalist Tim Armstrong, bass- 
ist/vocalist Matt Freeman, guitarist/ 
vocalist Lars Frederiksen and, since 
late 2006, new drummer Branden 

Steineckert—has recorded since the 
band's 1993 self-titled debut. 

First, there's a sense of place—a geo- 
graphical overlay that plots out the 
band's history in its lyrics—whether 
they're metaphorical or literal doesn't 
really matter so much as that these 
are the places that the songwriters’ 
heads were in at the time—spread 
throughout songs from that first al- 
bum’s “Detroit"—"Detained in illegal 
custody spent the night in jail / With 
a drunken priest and a hooker, $500 
bail"—through ‘95's ... And Out Come 
the Wolves’ "Olympia, WA"—"“Hangin" 
on the corner of 52nd and Broadway 
/ Cars passin’ by but none of them 
seem to be goin’ my way"—and on 
into 2009's Let the Dominoes Fall, 
where the band lets loose in “East 
Bay Night," "LA River” and "New Or- 
leans,” among others. 

Rancid is not a group to forget where 
it came from, or where it's been along 
the way, and that sense of past has 
been marked well throughout a ca- 
reer that has run for more than a de- 
cade and a half now. Neither have the 
bandmembers forgotten the relation- 
ships—both sustained and broken— 
that they've seen along the way. Songs 
like “Salvation"—"There’s a neigh- 
borhood called Blackhawk / Where 
all the rich people hide / I was down 
on my luck working for the salvation 
army / The shelter is where I reside"— 
and "Fall Back Down"—"If I fall back 
down, you're gonna help me back 
up again / If I fall back down, you're 
gonna be my friend"—speak volumes 
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Rancid 
Let the Dominoes Fall 


(Hellcat 


EDEN MUNRO 
/{ EDEM@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


amseeansousttsrarenectanetys 


“Another East Bay night," vocalist/gui- 
tarist Tim Armstrong sings as Rancid’s 
new album—the California punk band's 
first since 2003's Indestructible—opens 
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of a band that comes from the-school 
of "us vs. them,” where the quartet 
and its friends find strength together, 
holding their heads high as they fight 
onward through life, doing what they 
can to protest, change and survive. 

There'sno doubt that Rancid can spin 
an angry tune at times, fighting and 
spitting back at a world that feeds on 
the downtrodden, but there's some- 
thing else as well, another theme 
that is buried deep within much of 
the band's material—and one which 
is very much at the heart of the 
group's longevity: trust. Save for the 
lyrical references, though, the bond 
is largely an unspoken one, though 
that's no re flection on the strength 
of it; rather, the trust between the 
people involved with Rancid—and 
this includes all the bandmembers 
as well as a good number of friends 
surrounding the group, from Bad 
Religion guitarist/Epitaph Records 
founder/producer Brett Gurewitz to 
filmmaker Rachel Tejada, who's been 
documenting the band on tour since 
‘o3—is tough enough that it goes be- 
yond words, the bond between them 
simply existing. 


That's not to say that Rancid hasn't 
been tested at times: in 2006, Brett 
Reed, the band's drummer—the only 
one for the first 15 years of the group's 
existence—left the band, shaking up 
Rancid’s long-standing chemistry. 

Given that the drums and bass tend 
to be locked into a rhythmic unit— 
and if the chemistry is off between 
the players a band can quickly crash 
and burn when it blasts into its mu- 
sic—it might seem a difficult adjust 
ment to lose the only drummer that 
the band had ever known. But four- 
stringer Freeman says it wasn't that 
difficult in the end. 

"You know, not really,” he admits 
over the phone from Epitaph Re 
cords’ LA office. "Obviously Brett was 


up to a familiar sound: a punchy bassline 
distorted, fast, muted guitars, a chorus 
of vocals from the band. It sounds like 
Rancid, for sure, and that's a comforting 
feeling, much like the song itself. Here, 
Armstrong finds solace in the music, the 
four band members sounding as though 
theyre heaving a collective sigh of relief 
after the six years leading up to Let the 
Dominoes Fall, the song a reaffirmation 
of the band’s unity as Armstrong's voice 
leads a group that is locked in step with 
each other: “When you cast a’ line to go 
dance one time / And an old friend invites 
you in /'Hear a punk-rock song and we sing 
along / Everything gonna be all right.” 

It's a song about survival, and that's 
what Rancid’s approach usually comes 
down to: getting through, making it to 
the next day with a little bit of soul In- 
tact. For these guys, it's about doing the 
right thing even when that's not the easy 
way to go. Sometimes that’s about making 
some noise with friends—as on “East Bay 
Night” and “Last One to Die’—while other 
times it's about standing up and speaking 
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out in the moment because there's some- 
thing that needs to be said. The latter is 
what the band does on "Damnation" —“All 
| see is damnation / Whole world's gone to 
hell"—and in "Bravest Kids*—"The bravest 
kids | know / Are the ones that got to go/ 
Fighting over there.” 

Sometimes, though, the best way of stand- 
ing up for something is by simply expressing 
a sense of appreciation for It. That's the case 
on the spirited "New Orleans,” where vocal 
ist/guitarist Lars Frederiksen sings an ode 
to the battered American city, as well as on 
“Lulu,” with its lyrics about a middle-class 
woman who loses her husband to the wars 
in Afghanistan and Iraq, 

Let the Dominoes Fall Is stacked with lyr- 
ics that address the world that Rancid is liv- 
ing in; there are references to old friends, 
along with many of the places that the 
band has seen, yet it all sounds so close 
to home, as though the songs are coming 
from the guy sitting across the room— 
it's immediate and compelling, sketching 
out tales that don't feel very far removed 
from daily life. 


JUN 10, 2009 


The album's sonic centre doesn't stray 
too far from the punk and ska that Rancid 
has been cranking out since day one, but 
Let the Dominoes Fall does spin outwards 
at times, stepping a little further away 
from the band's signatures: "Civilian Ways" 
finds Armstrong in a contemplative mood, 
singing of an American soldier struggling 
with feelings and memories as he returns 
home from war, while the music leans to- 
wards a country strum, with an acoustic 
guitar keeping the rhythm while slide and 
mandolin provide the colour, "LA River’ is 
a noir-ish drag-strip race, with Matt Free- 
man on stand-up bass and vocals, contrast- 
ing a gravelly chorus of “Shimmy, shimmy, 
shake, shimmy, shake, shimmy, shimmy, 
shimmy” with verses chronicling tempta- 
tion and downfall; "The Highway,” another 
toast to music and friends, drifts across the 
landscape in a relaxed roll that envelops 
everything around it 

(There's an extended edition of the album 
that takes the acoustic approach even far- 
ther, including an entire second album of 
acoustic songs—Tl from the regular edi- 
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tion of the album and one more. It's 4 

and rambling record with acoustic 

and banjos, and it’s an excellent exar 

the band’s talent, as the players reinve"' 
the songs rather than simply trans: 
them to acoustic instruments.) 

There are also a couple of trac 
would have been right at home o 
strong's ska- and reggae-heavy s 
bum A Poet's Life: "Up to No Gooc * 
"That's Just the Way It Is now.” 

And of course, these variations '' 
are really just that: subtle shift: 
the band a wider palette to wo 
the end, though, Rancid is a ba 
its own identity—Armstrons > slurret 
voeals are uniquely his, and the blenc! 5 
of his with Frederiksen and Freem?”" 
voices, along with the punk-rock spit" 
ensures that, no matter the vibe, i 
ways sounds like Rancid. 

And in the end, Rancid Is succe” ™ 
because the band sticks to its bY" 
stretching out creatively when the n°" 
strikes and laying back comforts 
when necessary. W 


ne 


the drums 
initely had a 


jan and the others 

mportant things: 
uld play, and that 
g with him. Witha 
proaching in less than 


were you thinking?’ 


week, Rancid made only one phone 
| to fill the vacant drum stool. 
; e did one practice and it was 
eat and I think we did another—ah, 
“: didn't really practise that much,” 
eeman laughs. “We just sort of 
ye him a list [of songs] and it was 
ike, ‘OK, we'll see you in England.’ 
And you know, the first show] know 
he was trying really hard, I know he 
practised the whole week, and I just 
at up there and said, ‘Just don't stop, 
jou'll be fine.’ It was really natural, 
nean we didn’t do any tryouts or 
miything, which is nice—I've never 
ally heard about that being a plea- 
able experience from anybody— 
uit it just sort of clicked.” 
§o there was no overthinking in the de- 
jion, and Steineckert fell in step with 
Rincid immediately, heading out on 
four as though he'd always been there. 
‘I think that with any band that [un- 
poken chemistry’s} the backbone,” 
leineckert says as he considers about 
ie ease and comfort with which he 
lepped into the band. “If you have to 
link about it too much, all of a sud- 
fen shit's contrived. It's got to be natu- 
al, everybody's just got to be doing 
things for the right reasons and there's 
pot to be passion. If you're overthink- 


{ “We can throw out the stupidest idea in the world 
and we'll try it. And it might be really bad, but no 
one's gonna say, 'God, you're a fucking idiot. What 


ine} arid: © ing stuffand you're trying too hard in 


that sense, it's not natural and you're 
aoe it for the wrong reasons.” 
len you start doing a band, es; 

cially a punk rock band—when I stated) 
whether it was Operation Ivy or Rancid, 
it's like you just did it to have fun," Free- 
man adds. "It was something to do and it 
Was a way to express yourself and it was 
fun to play shows and do all that kind of 
stuff. There are some aspects of things 
that aren't so much fun sometimes, but 
you know, if you're not feeling it and 
you're not enjoying yourself, why do it? 
It's very important thatit is natural. And 
sometimes musicians just don't click— 
not this band, but I've played with other 
musicians over the years where it’s just 
not the same and it is what it is.” 

"There's a lot more to it than ability," 
Says Steineckert. "Chemistry goes much 


beyond that I think.” 

"Yeah, it's pretty hard to explain and 
you'll drive yourself frickin’ crazy—I 
mean you can't buy it, you can't make it, 
it's just there,” Freeman agrees. "So we 
got real lucky with Branden. We got re- 
ally frickin’ lucky." 


Lucky indeed, because with Steine- 
ckert in the fold Rancid has been able 
to continue without missing a step— 
though some might say that the six 
years between 2003's Indestructible 
and 2009's Let the Dominoes Fall is an 
indication that the band has strug- 
gled to stay upright. But that's simply 
a misconception that arises any time 
a lengthy period comes between a 
band's new albums. And, while it's of- 
ten true that those periods are marked 
by discontent, that's not the case with 
Rancid. Yes, Armstrong and Frederik- 
sen released solo albums during the 
intervening years while Freeman did 
a tour playing bass for Social Distor- 
tion. But there was also a compilation 
of non-album tracks that was released 
during that time, not to mention Stei- 
neckert's inaugural tour. And beyond 
all of that, Freeman says, they all saw 
each other in life outside of the busi- 
ness of music. 


“We just like hanging out with each 
other,” he says. "I think some people 
think sometimes it's like, ‘OK, we're 
taking a break, I'll call you in six 
months when we have to go on tour.’ 
We're there for everything for each 
other: birthdays, births, deaths—the 
whole nine yards.” 

The relationships between the band- 
members serve the music well; on Let 
the Dominoes Fall, Steineckert's de- 
but on record with Rancid, the group 
sounds inspired and alive musically. 

"The beauty about Rancid is that we 
are really secure with each other cre- 
atively, and that sounds sort of stu- 
pid but it's true,” Freeman explains. 
“We can throw out the stupidest idea 
in the world and we'll try it. And it 
might be really bad, but no one's 
gonna say, ‘God, you're a fucking id- 
iot. What were you thinking?’ And I 
think that's really good.” 

It seems that, more than 15 years on 
from the band’s beginnings, honesty 
remains front and centre for Rancid, 
both in the words and in the music. 
And, really, this shouldn't be all that 
surprising—the attitude has been 
apparent since as far back as the 
band's debut, where Armstrong sang 
on "Unwritten Rules,” "It's not about 
paying your dues if you do it out of 
love.” It's clear that these guys are 
still playing music together because 
they're very much in love with mak- 

ing music as a unit. W 
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WA Phoever said that to tour togeth- 
er, you actually have to play the 
same places? 
Not the Paint Movement. Though 
the Toronto-based gang of four is hit- 
ing the road “with” labelmates Fox 

Jaws, the bands are headed in oppo- 

site directions: after a show together 
in Sudbury, the Paint Movement is 

coming our way, slinging its flourish- 
of jazzy rock out to the west while 
Fox Jaws heads for the east coast. 
Both bands will be keeping online 
tour blogs for Exclaim, and will re- 
unite to cap off both treks at a show- 
case at the North by Northeast music 
festival. And despite the faux-rivalry 
mplied by the tour’s title—the East 
vs. West tour—Paint bassist Jason 

Haberman says the together/apart 
louring idea just evolved out of each 

band’s mutual respect for the other. 

“We both ended up playing a couple 
hows together since we started work- 
ig with Nevado records, and it just sort 

worked out that at the same time we 
ere touring, they were touring,” he 

‘plains over the phone while wander- 
ng a mall in Toronto. “They were going 
ast, We were going west, and it just 
ort of came together naturally.” 

‘he tour has some other implications 
or the band: this will be the Paint 
Movement's first trip past Ontario's 

Sorders, pee +3 first chance the 
foup will, foad-test material 
om its | fume Our Eurythmy. 

corded d in singer/guitar- 
' Kevin Kralik's basement studio, 
the band kept shows to a minimum 

‘uring its creation, focusing on the 

dio process. 

y took the hand eight months to cre- 

r © the album it wanted, and Haber- 
te Says those calendar pages were 
St to joyful experimentation, as 


himself, Kralik, drummer Glenn’Can- 
dy and keyboard/saxophonist Jason 
Loftman tinkered-with songwriting 
and recording methods. 

“As much as it was a bonding ex- 
perience, it was also just a big learn- 
ing experience, just knowing, learn- 
ing recording techniques and just 
messing around with recording in 
different rooms and getting differ- 
ent sounds, and just having fun with 
the whole thing,” Haberman notes. 
“As we were doing that, it brought 
us closer together, because we were 
having a lot of fun doing it, and as we 
were going on, the sound was starting 
to sound like what we envisioned it at 
the beginning.” 

Of course, the musicians had to 
adapt some of their studio-trickery 
to make it possible on the road—no 
“tripled-up sax parts,” Haberman 
laments—but he doesn’t mind re-en- 
visioning songs for a live setting. 

“You see bands that play exactly 
how their CD is,” he says. “You see 
them live and they won't change up 
any part, but we went to kind of mess 
around, and even today, on some of 
the songs that are onthe CD, we're still 
changing little things that we find we 
like better, and adding extended jam 
parts, and taking out some things.” 

And they're certain to have a few 
new live tricks to show Fox Jaws, a 
band Haberman seems content to be 
associating with his own. 

“We met them when we started 
working with Nevado records, and 
then saw them live, and we played a 
show together, and they blew us away. 
It feels sort of good to be part ofalabel 
where the bands we all actually like, 
and really get along with too." W 
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p s have been a 

for the Order of Cha- 

ng it out for almost 

Stony Plain, this little 

outfil got one big break 

odsmack was touring 

_and in each city ran a video 

o select a local opening act. 

t er os been a tight race, but 

he Order swept up the prize and got 

play the Jubilee stage with Sully 
ad friends. 

ince then the band has moved to 


Edmonton and has been preparing to 
release its debut full-length, which 


‘rummer Tim Prevost promises will 
be a quick, high-energy album. The 
oif-titled dise will be released this 
tiday at the Starlite Room, and if 
ou've ever seen one of the band's 
hows before, you'll know that the 
fowl on frontwoman Amanda Kier- 
an is pretty unforgettable. But, as 
pu might expect at any metal event, 


being surrounded by male metal- 


heads all the time isn't exactly easy. 
ell, it's been quite the ride. There 
have been some times when | wanted 
strangle a couple of members," Ki- 
man laughs, “but it’s been an amaz- 
ng experience, and they've helped 
ne so much. We get into fights every 


5m acked 


rs take the stage and hold their own 


TUESDAYS 


EDDIE LUNCHPAIL 


now and then—me and my guitar 
player don't get along very well.” 

But Prevost (who you might re- 
member from his other band, Dead 
Jesus) notes that Kiernan takes it all 
in stride. ~ 

"She's really good, and really laid 
back, so she makes it easy for us. But 
he rides her pretty hard," Prevost says. 

"Lunderstand,” she adds. "You know, 
we want to do whatever it takes to 
get out there, to get to the top. So we 
have to work hard and if that's the 
case then I'll deal with it.” 


Considering the band first discovered 
Kiernan as she was belting a Mega- 
deth song in a back alley outside a 
show, it's pretty obvious that meek- 
ness isn't her strong suit. She just got 
back in town from hanging out with 
Black Label Society's Zakk Wylde— 
after she completely offended him 
when they first met. 

"He had a lot to say. Tim had given 
me the Dead Jesus bible from his oth- 
er band, and I thought (Wylde) would 
think it was the coolest bible in the 
whole entire world," Kiernan ex- 
plains. "So I worked up the courage 
to give it to him myself personally. 
He was actually very offended. 

"He was pretty drunk—he turned 
the bible upside down so the cross 
was ‘upright, and covered the logo 
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and started yelling in the hallway 
Saying ‘Jesus isn’t dead, that's a ter- 
rible band name!" she laughs. "I felt 
really bad. So then I told him about 
my band, and I told him that I did 
Some guest vocals on the Dead Jesus 
album, but I still felt bad. He still 
took it though.” 

While Wylde and the rest of the 
world wait to hear what the Order 
has to offer, at least we can take com- 
fort knowing that even lifelong met- 
alheads get offended sometimes. W 
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GUITAR WOMAN >> Sue Foley's upcoming book documents the relationship 


between wo? d the guit 
MIKE ANGUS 
// MIKE ANGUS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
semana meee mma eeen eae 
AA few weeks back, a friend of mine 
Pigrilled me: "How many female 
itar players can you name?" After 
ttuggling to name five, 1 humbly 
dmitted that, for a music journal- 
ist, | was embarrassingly naive on 
ie matter. So when I started cor- 
*sponding with blues guitarist Sue 
Foley, | bravely raised the subject to 
net. She replied by pointing me to 
*F most recent side project, a collec- 
on of interviews, soon to be a book 
titled Guitar Woman. 
"Nobody's done it; I thought about it 
and realized nobody had documented 
‘ese women,” she explains. “I always 
take a point of knowing who my 
Hers are, and the women who came 
*elore me. I've always kept track of 
men guitar players, and when I re- 
ved there was no book, I thought, 
cll, this is just a travesty.’ There are 
» Many cool players and interesting 
*men who deserve to be known, 
> that became my aim: that people 


know about these women, and realize 
that there's so many more out there 
than we ever thought about. 

"I'm up to over 100 interviews now,; it 
could just keep going on and on,” she 
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But it doesn't mean 
you don't have to 
hold your own. 
You still have to 
learn to'play, and 
that's where it 
ends. [Skill] has no 
gender. And that's 
why we play music, 
is to get beyond on 
those things. 


continues. "When you sit with the av- 
erage person and ask them, ‘Name fe- 
male guitar players,’ they might think 
of three, so it doesn’t occur to you that 
there might be world-class players out 
there. But that’s gonna change when! 
put this book out." 


Musically, her soon-to-released album, 
He Said She Said, is a collection of let- 
ter correspondences with US singer/ 
songwriter Peter Karp that evolved into 
Song material. After overwhelming re- 
sponses from sold-out audiences in Al- 
berta and stateside, it became obvious 
to Foley that the gender dynamic ought 
to be put to tape. As her website states, 
"the music is intimate and simple, 
played with acoustic instruments, pia- 
no, nylon string guitar, dobro ... It tells 
the story ... the only story anyone really 
wants to hear from the perspective of a 
man ... then a woman.” 

"I've found [being a woman] to be an 
asset because in my genre, there aren't 
a lot of female players," she states. "But 
it doesn't mean you don't have to hold 
your own. You still have to learn to play, 
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and that's where it ends. (Skill] has no 
gender. And that's why we play music, 
is to get beyond on those things. 

"The first blues stars were women, so 
women have always had a really strong 
presence in the blues,” she adds. "Of all 
the studies I've done, I think there's prob- 
ably more women guitar players in the 
blues than almost any other genre be- 
cause it's been pretty acceptable for wom- 
en to be musicians in the first place. And 
it is about playing music; it's not about 
posturing and getting famous." W 
SAT, JUNG (6 PM) 

‘SUE FOLEY 
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hist. 


tains because I grew up here,” she Says, "I 
was born in Banff, my family certainly has 
along history in Banff, my father was born 
here, my grandfather was born here, my 
great grandfather arrived here in 1886, so 
My roots nun very, very deep. I'm certainly 
aware of the Brewster history in this area 
and wanted to investigate it." 

That investigation has ultimately led to 
Brewster's newest album. Entitled Buffalo 
Street after the street on which Brewster 
grewup, thealbumisarootsytakeonsome 
of the historical characters and places in 
Banff—with a special focus on some of 
the lesser-known characters in the town's 
history. While there's a tune about Wild 
Bill Peyto, the moustachioed gentleman 
recognizable from the sign that welcomes 
visitors to the park, there is also a song 
about William Twin, a Stoney/Nakoda 


vomperiences growing up in Banff were 
' g she wanted to share with her 


Qian @aeipeeeold son and 1 primar- 
SPomtIINe Ki in the sense that 
anted to bring him back to the moun- 


IGS THIS WEEK 
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favourite of psychobilly fans, horror : 
bck fans and zombies alike, Montréal's p 
e Brains will be headed down to : 
City this Friday. Touring behind it 
bwest album—the self-titled effort i 
¢ band's Stomp Records debut—th 
ins promises slappin’ stand-up 
ss, plenty of songs about 
lood and maybe even some 
tual blood. 


: SAT, JUN 6 (7 pm) 


SHEENA GROBB 
AXIS CAFE, $12 


A rising star amongst Canadi- 
an singer-songwriters, Sheena 
Grobb is headed out on a tour 
with Montréal’s Allison Lickley 
' in advance of the release of her 
sencond album, which should be out by 
the end of the summer. After winning a 
Los Angeles Music Award and a nomi- 
nation for a Western Canadian Music 
Award, not only is Grobb's newest highly 
anticipated but it's pretty much a lock 
: that this show will be awesome. 


iS DEMEANOR - 
ARTERY, $15 


h songs that chronicle everyday : 
ppenings—like the Labour Day Clas- : 
t between the Esks and Stampeders, 3 

oking pot on a summer's afternoon, : 
eading to Liquidation World for bar. 
ins—and twist them into weird, sad and = 
nc of uncomfortable moments, Kris De- : 
“anor was ance called one of the most : 
ic songwriters in Canada. He wears it 


SUN, JUN 7(8 pm) 
MICHAEL RAULT 
THE HYDEAWAY, $10 


ronto's North by North East festival 
and a small tour in the Ontario area, 
il, too, as by the time you get to the : Michael Rault will be suiting up to rock 
dof a song you sometimes end up not : his hometown exactly the way it wants 
knowing what you like anymore. : to be rocked. Also included on the bill is 
? Sean Nicholas Savage, Summer's official 
: representative. Could this have come at 
: a better time? 


; : WED, JUN 10 (9 pm) 
draiser to help new Edmonton- : CURRENT SWELL 
i modern-dance collective Good : sTARLITEROOM, $15 
“men fund its upcoming Fringe show : 
itled Afternoon Delight, the night will : 


Current Swell—Victoria's reggae and 
re Adam Cass, Michelle Boudreauas : roots playipg island fun band—is i 
“as the somewhat-out-of-place Bayo- : of Edmonton ex-pats, so why not se 
IS!!! You've got singer-songwriters, a : come the band the way we always do 
2 that makes punk songs the way : when people who move away to ae 

Waters might and modern dance? : temperate climes come back—w' 
could go wrong? : cold weather. W 
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oni Buffalo Street 


tes on Brewster's newest album 


Before he and his band roll out to To- ' 


JUN 4 - 


man who befriended the Brewster family 
inthe1800s and helped them launch their 
tour-guide empire, as well as Louis Trono, 
a well-known trombonist and character 
around Banff. 

“I didn't really have a list of people I 
wanted to write about,” Brewster says of 
the choices she made on the disc. "I had 
been aware, having grown up in Banff, of 
some of these people but I didn't approach 
it with the idea of, ‘I'm gonna write about 
this person or that person.’ certainly tried 
to avoid people whose names were more 
out there and sol was drawn to people that 
Twanted to uncover so to speak.” 

Inordertouncoverthestories she wanted 
towrite about, Brewster spenta significant 
amount of time doing research in Banff's 
Whyte Museum. The final decision about 
whether someone's story was one she was 


drawn to write about came down to the 
same thing every time, she says. 

"There certainly has to be an ‘ah ha!" mo- 
ment where you go, ‘Oh, that's really neat,’ 
ora secret story that comes out," she says. 
"The Whyte Museum staff were great at 
pointing me ina lot of different directions 
and to keep digging because that’s the 
trick. You'll find a couple of articles and 
you'll read them but you certainly can't 


4 


base a story on se aaa need to keep 
digging and find thathidden gem that you 
can really relate to that really will take you 
to the place that you can actually invest in 
the aly "W 

FRIJUN 5 (8 PM) 

CORI BREWSTER 

THE BLUE CHAIR CAFE, $15 
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The Wooden Birds 
Magnolia 


(Barsuk) 
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DAVID BERRY 
// OAVID@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


ndrew Kenny has never exactly 
been what you'd call a rambunc- 
tious extrovert: the frontman for 
and chief creative force of American 
Analog Set, the cozy, warm blanket of 
shoegazey turn-of-the-century indie 
pop, Kenny has made a career of a kind 
of musical quietude, a delicate, with- 
drawn kind of music with a particular 
appeal to heavy hearts and heavier 
shoes. AmAnSet was the band, after 
all, that took a song called "Punk as 
Fuck" and made it into a whispery an- 
them for young love 
Yet, still, Kenny seems particularly 
withdrawn on Magnolia, the debut 
of his new band, The Wooden Birds 
(AmAnSet's future still fairly uncer- 
tain). Dropping Analog’s slight hazy 
pop leanings for a further exploration 
of their slight hazy-country leanings, 
Magnolia finds Kenny, if not scared of 
the world, at least highly suspicious of 
it, eager to escape its frustrations for 
solitude or the particular kind of soli- 
tary-type sanctuary that comes with a 
special friend or lover 
Opening track “False Alarm,” for 
instance, finds Kenny gently (he re- 
ally doesn't do anything any other way) 
telling a lover “Baby who could blame 


records&cds 


top 10 sellers 


01. treeg sataam group doueh 
02. outside love pink mountaintops 
G 3 freak of eraby sir richard bishop 
avering light isis 
esterday & today the field 


us if we're wrong?” over easy guitars 
and percussion like a slow trail ride, 
resolutely content in whatever it is 
others might disagree with. As usual, 
Kenny also avoids context for particu- 
larities of feeling and situation, which 
only makes his songs more intimate, 
more drawn-in to themselves: “Quit 
You Once” is just three simple lines 
("I already quit you once / and there 
is no one / You only quit you once") 
interrupted by plenty of steady clunks 
and melodic guitar, but the despera- 
tion and melancholy of his escape is 
perfectly apparent. “Hailey” crams in 
a whole paragraph of words and a few 
longing wails, but its simplicity aids its 
very particular affection. 

That said, Magnolia suffers from 
some of the same problems as AmAn- 
Set’s last (and final?) album, Set Free: 
namely that Kenny evidently decided 
he learned everything there is to know 
about songwriting on Know By Heart. 
The change of cast and slight variation 
in sound does seem to have, if not ex- 
actly enlivened, at least freshened him 
up a bit—though maybe that's also a 
result of fleeing indie-adult-contem- 
porary mausoleum Arts & Crafts—but 
there's still a handful of songs here 
("Sugar” and "Anna Paula” the worst 
offenders) that take everything far 
too easily, seeming less crafted than 
plucked from studio reverberations. 
That comes into sharp focus when 
Kenny complicates type a bit: "Choke" 
is a sincere (and uncommonly funny), 
though delicate wish for someone to 
die, and "Seven Seventeen" seems a 
slightly more mature version of "Punk 
as Fuck,” 
younger selves. 

Of course, Kenny's voice is still as 
beautiful as ever, and there's plenty of 
good reasons for him to settle in the 
way he has. Still, itremains to be seenif 
the change of band will push him mu- 
sically. As it stands, Magnolia is a small 
but welcome step in another direction 
for an artist who's gone as far as he can 
on his original path. V 
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a longing to escape our : 


: Still Night, Still Light 
: (Our Secret) 
Stoke tots 


my If Kelly Clarks: 
the fin, curva 
babysitter | 
(Mish on, the, 
Revoir Simo 
the thin 
brown-haired 
ture that could barely muster up ¢ 
enthusiasm to help me with a jio, 
puzzle. Still Night, White Light {i)) 
some back story—who knew tha 
Sunday afternoon she invited her ty, 
friends with identical haircuts 2 nla 
the keyboard and wail away 
the attic, too scared what th 
hood might say if they took r 

sons. In a way, | felt kind of ba 

she wanted to be as fun he ott 
girls, only her mother rz 
shy and insecure as a titmou 


ghosts and honey + 
many people happy? “Aaaaw 
why did you have to cal 
boooring, and smells weird." 
I already asked the Pz 
At Heart, and they're 
slide deg BUSCH 
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You could probably 
accuse San D 


chiney percu 
post-punk melodies—but if yo 
ing to revive, there are far wor 
Jumping between more spaciou 
back numbers and hook-filled ¢ 
rock numbers, the band is 
with the latter: even thr 
torted haze, songs like "! 
and “Refuse Angels” puls 
less energy. It ain't the f 
you've heard all year, but da 
isn't sharply designed to make you 
care. 

DAVID BERRY 
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Nee 
iron Maiden 
Flight 666 
(EMI) 

Ke KH 


Flight 666 3 
Maiden's sevell 
live record— 
third since 2 
acting as the 5 
track for the 
mentary 
same name. The tracks here are Pt 
from a series of different co 
the fades in and out between 
distracting, breaking up the con® 
As for the music, while anot! er live vé 
sion of “Run to the Hills” is probat 
necessary, there are a few les sser-pla 
gems here— ‘Moonchild’ and 
Rime of the Ancient Mariner — and 
band is as tight as ever 
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c] campfire jam, en- 


cophone 


mouthy eroon seems designed to echo : 
jut over a dark evening, andit gets used : 
nere for maximum emotional reso- : 
cn ‘san inexplicable, less-than : 
n to the jazzier side of the : 
yr ("Groovy : 
Bones”), but Our Eurythmy is a solid de- : 
but that offers a stylish take on what's : 


trip 


sysua y amore rag-tag brand of rock. 
PAUL BLINOV 
//SUUNOV@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
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Sonic Youth 
The Eternal 
(Matador) 
kA 


band to classify, but 


hever an easy way 


could even dance to it. Seriously. 
BRYAN BIRTLES 
|/ SRYAR@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


Super Furry Animals 
Dark Days/i Years 
Rough Trac 
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bum covers put Su- 


taken’ for a” 
techno trio 


ni e studio 
ing that 
light Years is a 


Floyd but nonetheless appropriate to be 


: Ecstasy (Warner Bros) 
: Originally released: 1976 
: Ozzy Osbourne recenty filed a 
: lawsuit against guitarist Tony 


t Sabbath. Osbourne says in the 

: suit, "After constant and numer- 
: ous changes in band members, the 
! brand of "Black 
+ Sabbath" was lit- 
: erally in the toilet 


= (touring 


: worked together to 
: restore the band's dignity and credibility. 


: Eddi Reader 
: Love is the way 
: (Rough Trade) 


: It's breezy "mom" folk 
: Don Northern Reflections robe 
: And have a good cry 


The name and al- i 
: Left Spine Down 
per Furry Animals : 
atrisk of being mis- : 


like | 
au Prozzak, but after : 
albums even I'm not mak- : 
oversight anymore. Dark Days/ ; 


of post-psychedelia, not quite Pink : 
n : The Curious Mystery 
heard in arumpus room walled in wood : 
it eo) Dee : 

McCarthy's German-lan- : 
spoken word interlude on “Inau- : 
Trams.” = The way | like my women: 
; Sad, loose and toothless 


Technical 


lommi, his bandmate in Black 


and Tony lommi 
under 
the name Black 
Sabbath) was 
reduced to per- 
forming in clubs." 
Osbourne goes 
on to claim that 
the reunited 
original band— 
Osbourne and 
lommi, along with 
bassist | Geezer 
Butler and drum- 
mer Bill Ward— 


While there's little argument that the 


: band generated considerable excitement 
: in its early tours as a reconstituted unit, : 
: Osbourne is mistaken in suggesting that : 
: allis better more than adecade later—the : 
: thrill was simply unsustainable given the : 
: trickle of new material—two mediocre : 
! songs tacked onto the greatest-hits-live : 
_ 4 album Reunion—and these days it's obvi- 
Sonic Youth has al- :° 
ways been a difficult : 


ous that the more fruitful collaboration is 


Heaven and Hell 

Of course, one's disappointment with the 
supposed mishandling of Black Sabbath's 
legacy is also partly shaped by memories 
of Osbourne's final records with the band. 
It's true that there was an impressive run 


doom-laden. 


Voltage 2.3: Remixed & Revisited 
(LSD) 


It goes ... Left Spine Down 


Master volume down, and then 
Middle finger up 


Rotting Slowly 
(kK) 


| like indie pop 


TECHNICAL 


forced tunes that sounds slight 
when put up against the band's 

first six albums, but Technical 

DS Ecstasy presents a more com- 
wcom_., plicated picture of a band that 
had reached—and in some 
cases exceeded—its limits 
within the stylistic walls it had 

built for itself. 

On Technical 
Ecstasy Black 
Sabbath made its 
biggest _ strides 
away from the 
doom and gloom 
it had become 
known for, favour- 
ing substandard, 
over-produced 
rock riffs on the 
likes of "Gypsy’ 
and "Rock ‘n' Roll 
Doctor." 

The record 
does offer some 
glimpses of inter- 
esting new direc- 
tions—the nearly- 


ECSTASY 


: industrial groove of opener "Back Street 
: Kids" and the spacey prog-rock of "You 
: Won't Change Me"—but these are often 


hamstrung by missteps—tame lyrics on 
"Back Street Kids" and a scattered, boring 
arrangement on "You Won't Change Me." 
Still, the more successful moments 
are those which recall the band’s earlier 
material—the sludgy "All Moving Parts 


: (Stand Still)" and the Ward-sung piano 
: ballad "It's Alright"—suggesting that even 
the reuniting of the Ronnie James Dio-led : 
: version of the band under the moniker of : 
there have always : 
been some clues as : 
to the group's long- : 
standing interests, if : 
to predict in what di- : 
nection the music will be moving from : 
one album to the next. On The Eternal : 
Sonic Youth sings about feminism, shouts : 
‘out to beat poets and references punkhis- : 
tory. Fans of extended noise jams or the : 
experimental SYR series might be disap- : 
pointed as Sonic Youth continuesthe mel- = 
lower and more concise trend that it per- = 
ected on 2006's Rather Ripped. At12songs : 
in less than an hour—many with catchy : 
hooks—itsometimesseemsthisisbarelya : 
Sonic Youth album. And, sometimes, you : 


in 1976 an air of nostalgia was settling 
over the music. 
So it turns out that, while Osbourne and 


: company certainly did offer Black Sabbath 
a new lease on life—at least in terms of 
: given the public an identifiable group of 
: players up on the stage rather than a ro- 
: tating cast—there was no magic formula 
of creativity between the band's self-titled : 
1970 debut and 1975's Sabotage, the band : 
delving into its early combination of blues 
rock and doom metal and evolving into : 
something more sophisticated yet no less : 


at work. Rather, it was simply nostalgic 
interest in the band that summoned the 
initial interest, and when it became clear 
that no new period of creativity was forth- 
coming, the excitement waned and even 


> lommi and Butler set off to join forces 
But there were still two albums left to : 
come in the first Osbourne era: 1976's : 
Technical Ecstasy and 1978's Never Say 
Die!. The final album was a collection of 


with Dio again in order to flex their cre- 
ative muscles once more while Osbourne 
languished somewhere in the dregs of re- 
ality television. W 


(Stomp) 


Not really that bad 
But done 90 times better 


5 By a zillion bands 


: Anni Rossi 
: Rockwell 
: (Independent) 


: Kooky little bird 
: Makes an obtuse nest out of 
: Shiny pop fragments 


: Great Bloomers 
: Speak of Trouble 
 (MapleMusic) 


? Over-reaching pop 
: Like a giant baby's arm 
: Grabbing an apple 
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Saturday, June 6, 2009 
Granite Curling Club © 8620 - 107 Street 
Tix: $35.00 © Doors open at 5:30 p.m. 


avoiloble at TicketMaster, Megatunes & Myhre’s Music, 
online at www.sirensthecharity.com or call Frank at 439-7460 for tix & info 


e Silent Auction © Food Available © Cash Bar ¢ 


www.sirensthecharity.com 


ARIES (Mar 21 - Apr 19) : pletes them in less than a day. "The music 


fm betting that in a couple of months 
the fates will give you license to 
play with boisterous gambles 
and exhilarating risks. But at 
this particular moment | rec- 
ommend that you confine 
yourself to tame gambles 
and sensible risks. | realize that 
may be a bit deflating to your 
rambunctious all-or-nothing spirit, 
but | think it'll pay off in the long run. 
From what | can tell, this is an excellent A 
time to lay the groundwork for the bigger : 
fun ahead. 


: comes fully written,” he says, “playing like 
an orchestra in my head" | believe : 


you now have something in com- 
mon with him, Gemini. Accord- 
ing to my reading of the omens, 


of future 

floating around in your imagina- 
tion. You should write them down 
or describe them in detail to an ally 
or do whatever else it takes to launch the 
process of getting them born. 


: CANCER (Jun 21 —Jul 22) 


> "You may want to smash a painful emo- 


TAURUS (Apr 20 — May 20) 
The oracle you're now reading normally - 
has a retail value of $49.95. But because : 
of your ongoing efforts to defeat your : 
defeatist tendencies, and because of : 
your dogged attempts to sabotage your : 
sabotage mechanisms, and because of : 
your heroic stabs at defending yourself : 
against your defense mechanisms, you : 
have earned the right to receive this ad- : 
vice absolutely gratis! To generate even : 
more free stuff in the coming week, Tau- ; 
rus, all you have to do is learn how to ; 
turn around so fast that you can catch : 
a glimpse of the back of your own head, : 
and how to pat yourself on the back with ; 
both hands while kicking your own butt. : 


: tion to bits, but you can't blow it up with 


a nuclear bomb," wrote Tsoknyi Rinpoche 


is that the painful emotion may be based 
on a wrong interpretation of experience. 
It may also be caused by some faulty con- 


ditioning that got imprinted on your sen- : 


sitive psyche when you were a toddler. 


aycom. there will soon be ripe visions : 
accomplishments : 


ad 
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Heart of the City showcases Edmonton's core 


BRYAN BIRTLES 
// BRYAN@VUEWEEKLY.COM 


ES though it hasn't felt like it 
yet, summer is nearly here in Ed- 
monton. With summer in our city, 
of course, comes the summer arts 
festivals. One of the earliest ones on 
the calendar, the Heart of the City 
Festival, showcases the best and 
brightest in visual and performing 
arts, drawing from Edmonton's cen- 
tral neighbourhoods. Heading into 
its sixth year as an outdoor festival, 
Heart of the City got its start as a 
monthly open-mic night at the Bis- 
sell Centre. 

“What started to happen was that 
people started to realize all the in- 
credible talent that was showing up 
at these open-mic nights. Somebody 
had the great idea to put together an 
album to showcase this talent and 
that was the Patchwork CD," festival 
chair Katrina Bray explains. "The CD 
was so successful that somebody said 
we should make a festival that does 
the same thing, that showcases the 
talent of our inner city." 

From these beginnings, the festival 
expanded to include not just the area 
directly around the Bissell Centre, but 
the whole of central Edmonton. If an 
artist or performer lives east of 124 
Street, west of Wayne Gretzky Drive, 


: advance scouting, you could put yourself 
: ina position to accomplish a splashy bit of 
hocus-pocus that will ultimately be legend- 
2 ary. To help ensure that you don't generate 
: a karmic backlash as you glorify your ego, | 
: suggest you find a way to make your magic 
serve some worthy cause. 


: VIRGO (Aug 23 — Sep 22) 


: When | was 19 years old, a so-called psy- : 
: cal karma if you spend quality time tak- : 
> ing inventory of your approach to money : 


: chic predicted | would die when | was 
: 24. As much as | scoffed at his careless 


: quackery, his words subliminally wor- : 
: :» to promote your prosperity. 

: | celebrated extra hard Partly because : 

: SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22 — Dec 21) 
: Would you say you're closer to the "hap- 5 
: py wanderer” model of Sagittarian, or the : 
; "eternal fugitive” type? Does your motive : 
? power usually come from the desire to : 
: head in the general direction of some at- 
tractive destination, or else to flee from : 
: every situation you're nervous about 3 


: ried me for years. On the day | turned 25 


> of that experience, I've always tried to 
: be impeccably conscientious about how 


: | conduct myself as a fortune-teller. I've 
in his book Fearless Simplicity. What : 
makes the situation even more poignant : 


vowed never to manipulate you with 
melodramatic prophecies that could dis- 
> tort your free will So it's with a cautious 


: sense of responsibility that | offer the 


> following augury: the weeks ahead could 


: cessful times ‘of the last five years. 


Having said that, Cancerian, I'm pleased : 


to inform you that you currently have 
the power to significantly dissipate the 


intensity of a certain painful emotion you : 
thought you'd never shake. To Initiate the : 


process, Invoke forgiveness in every way 
you can imagine—toward those who 


hurt you, those who ignored you, those : 


: who misled you, and you yourself. 


GEMINI (May 23 — Jun 20) : 
Seventeen-year-old Jay Greenberg is a : 
music prodigy who has written numerous : 
sonatas and symphonies. His first CD, per- : 
formed by the London Symphony Orches: : 


tra and Julliard String Quartet, came out : 
in 2006. It’s not exactly a struggle for him : 
to create his compositions. He often com- : 
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LEO (Jul 23 — Aug 22) 
"| can't exactly walk on the water,” says Russ 


Crim, "but it looks like | can because | know : 
where the rocks are hiding just beneath : 
the water.” This would be a good trick for : 


you to emulate during the coming weeks, 
Leo. By doing your homework and some 


: LIBRA (Sep 23 - Oct 22) 


> | suspect that this is a turning point in your j 
: right from the start, and only then begin = 
: shooting? The coming weeks will be an : 
: excellent time to meditate on these core : 


relationship with your fantasies. It's not 
enough merely to keep musing about them 
: with wistful longing. You can't afford to 


> continue postponing their activation until: 
some mythical future. If you want to keep: 
: F CAPRICORN (Dec 22 — Jan 19) 3 
: In astrology, the word *quincunx" refers : 
: to a relationship characterized by cre- : 
} ative tension. Two planets that are in ; 
: quincunx are like two people who have : 
: a certain odd affinity for each other but : 
: don't speak the same language. Imagine :. 
: an Italian woman and an American man 
: meeting at a party and experiencing an : 


: them from receding into a hazy limbo, you 
2 will need to give at least one of them a big 
: push toward becoming a more concrete 
> part of your life. The universe will provide 
ample assistance if you do give that push. 


: SCORPIO (Oct 23 - Nov 21) 
: Attention all aspiring lottery winners! 
> If you will ever in your life win more 
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north of the river and south of the 
Yellowhead, that person is welcome 
to audition as a performer or display 
their artwork at the festival. Part of 
what the festival hopes to do, Bray ex- 
plains, is remind people that artistic 
talent doesn't just reside in the neigh- 
bourhoods that people closely associ- 


ate with the arts, and to dispel some 
myths about the inner city. 

"My first year on the committee I 
didn't really know what to expect, 
but when we first had our auditions 
it was mind boggling to see the tal- 
ent knocking at our door,” she en- 
thuses. "We have to turn people 
away every year because we just 
don’t have the hours in our day and 
we're a volunteer-driven festival. We 
would love to expand to be a full-day 
festival and allow more stage time 
to allow for all the truly brilliant tal- 
ent that resides'in the inner city and 
surrounding neighbourhoods.” 
Even though the festival has to 
sometimes regretfully turn perform- 
ers away, Heart of the City would 
never turn away audience members. 
In fact, unlike most of the other fes- 
tivals that dot our cultural landscape 


: than $10 in the lottery or similar game : 
: of chance, this would probably be the : 


every summer, Heart of the ci, 
free to attend. - 
"It's really important to us that ; 
event is accessible to everybody ; 
everybody—that goes for audieno, 
members and also for performers, 
It's not am open mic, not anybod 
can just jump up and get onstap, 


inka tel ted Gow aaliiens Wwes mind 
boggling to see the talent knocking at our door. 


but our audition process is such tha: 
it's mot necessarily a matter of how 
good you are, it’s a matter of whether 
or not what you're about as a musi- 
cian Or an artist is aligned with what 
we're trying to do, which is showcas: 
the creative energy in the commn- 
nity,” Bray explains. "Often people 
that we have onstage are people that 
don't necessarily get stage time. I'm 
really happy that our festival has 
been able to give people opportuni- 
ties te get their feet on the ground 
and start running. It's been really 
exciting that way." WV 


mormon yernguounaisi si 


-9 PM) 


RK (95 ST & 105 AVE) 


MF.COM 


immediate chemistry, even though 
can barely understand what the other is 


: time, I'm not saying you definitely will : 
: I'm simply suggesting that your odds are : 
: better than usual. On the other hand, the : 
: possibility of a dumb-luck windfall is still : 
: rather remote compared to the likeli- ; 
: hood of other kinds of financial progress. : 
: For instance, there's an excellent chance : 


be one of the most illuminating and suc- : 
: inclined to shoot at multiple targets, : 
: hoping that one of them may turn out to : 
: be the correct one for you to aim at? Or : 


saying. | bring this up, Capricorn, because 
these days you're in a quincunx dynam 
ic with pretty much the whole world. 
To keep frustration to a minimum and 
enhance the excitement quotient, you 
should try to crack some of the foreign 
codes you're surrounded by. 


AQUARIUS (Jan 20 - Feb 8) 
Philosopher Buckminster Fuller said that 
and developing a long-term master plan : although we are all born geniuses, the 
i process of living tends to de-genius us 
: That's the bad news. The good news |g 
: that 2009 is one of the best years ever for 
you to re-genius yourself, and the month 
of June is among the best times in 2009 
So how shauld you go about the glorious 
task of tapping in to the totality of your 
© original brilliance? Here's one tip. Do what 
Einstein said: “All | want to do is learn th 
way God thinks. All the rest is details. 


that you'll stimulate the flow of good fis- : 


getting hemmed in by? Are you more : 
PISCES (Feb 19 — Mar 20) 
Dear Rob: I've recently developed 2 pro 
pensity to talk to myself. This is pretty 
> weird, All these years, I've barely uttered 
: 4 few words to myself on special occe 
sions. Now I'm having long, convolutea 
gab fests, as if the little voices in my head 
: had busted out of their holding cells, run 
+ muck and decided to NEVER SHUT UP! 
= am | crazy? —Out Loud Pisces.” Dear 
Out Loud: It's a good sign that yours get 
ting all the murmuring background noise 
out in the open. Not just for you but for 
many Pisceans, thoughts and feelings 
that had been hidden or secret 2/° be- 
coming available to your conscious mind 


do you prefer to identify the best target 


Sagittarian issues. 


: Once you clear out the backlog, the r= 
ally useful revelations will begin. 


iA 12-STEP 


B d Dr, Bishop i 
ve, St. Albert» For children of alcoholic 


ad a Meet Mondays 
including holidays, 7:30pm. 
ft 


www.edmo! *To 
oN a tee condition 
large for ion atno 
Ho hazardous waste items not ac- 
sented » Castledowns Community, 11520-153 Ave; 
june 6-7 « Northlands, 1:203~73 St; June 13-14 
IDDHIST PRACTICE 10502-70 Ave, www. 
nshiingca « Meditation and Buddhist 
ice: Wed, 7pm * DVD's and discussion: Fri, 
» Free, beginners welcome 
ADIAN MENTAL HEALTH ASSOCIATION 
Suite 800, 10045-1123 St, 780.414.63, www. 
edmonton.ab.ca « support drop-in 
jgroup for individuals who are supporting an 
adult family member who is with a mental 
Iness « Every Wed, 6:30-8:30pm. 
CHESS CLUB 18 + Learn to 
ch Tee forall eral 


REATING AN URBAN OASIS 10926-93 St, 
jk0.221.4800 * An Introduction to Backyard 
naculture + Sat, June 20, 9am-4pm + $90; 
ww.theurbanfarmer.ca 


ECO-SOLAR HOME TOUR 780.484.0476, www. 
scosolar.ca » Featuring 7 sites to showcase a vari- 
y of solar enengy sources and energy efficient 
sh tions i solar power, solar hot water, 
‘thermal, low-impact landscaping, 2 NetZero 

energy ules, pls eaming abut energy for 
bids « Sat, June 6, 12-4pm + 

EDMONTON'S COUNTRYSIDE SPRING 

DRIVE 780.763.0062, www.edmontonscountry- 
ide.com + Explore 19 local Edmonton zepion 
yreenhouses, farms, and gardens throughout 
trathcona, Leduc, Parkland, and Sturgeon 

Counties « Until June 21 

EDMONTON ESPERANTO SOCIETY Rm 1812, 


p025-102A Ave, 780.702.5127 « Fri, noon-1pm + 
ivaulg) Geter calico 


OME" ENERGISING SPIRITUAL 
OMMUNITY FOR PASSIONATE LIVING 
ameau/Ashbourne Assisted Living Place, 11148- 
: pice lome: Blends music, drama, creativi 
md reflection on sacred texts to energise you for 
passionate living » Every Sun 3-spm ss 
RMA TASHI LING 10502-70 Ave, 
80.633.6157/780.433.8463 » Introductory 
aching on Tibetan Buddhism: Sun, June 7, 
m-noon and 2.30-4.30pm; $30 + What is 
Buddha Nature?; Mon, June 8, 7-9pm; free » U 
f A Glacier Rm; Lister Hall; Presentation and 
cussion of The Education of empoverished 
betan and Nepalese children: The Shree 
Hangal ee (ool, and its new ‘green’ future; 
h the establisment of this school and its 
geen” future; Tue, June 9, 7-9pm; free 
MILE ZERO DANCE~A TOWN HALL MEETING 


iding 


Ineeting to discuss the future 
“monton « Fri, June 5, noon 
CE AMBASSADORS Ed S164, U of A 


Ave, www.VotA-ca « Vegan/Vegetarian 

Pe, a homemade vegeta, vege or 
ram eg da or6 pole Sun, ue sp 
WOMEN IN BLACK In front of th Old Strath- 
cona Farmers’ Market + Silent vigil the a ae 


3rd Sat, 10-11am, each month, stand i 
ae he ocean th, stand in silence for 


es 
COMEDY 


COMEDY FACTORY Gateway Entertainment 


Centre, 34 Ave, Gal ry Trail - Thu, 8:30pm; Sat, 
8pm and iopm « Warren; June 4-6; Gene 
¢; June 11-13 


Eee STRIP pone ee St, WEM, 
750.483.5999, www.thecomicstrip.ca + Hit or, 
Miss Mondays; Each Mon « Best of Edmonton 
Tuesdays; Each Tue « Richard Lewis, Live and 
Neurotic; June 21-13 

LAUGH SHOP 1105-6606 137 Ave, Londonde: 
Mall, 780.476.1010 « Wed-Thu 8pm; Fri-Sat “J 
7:30pm and 9:45pm + Paul Sveen; June 3-6 « 
Harland Wi ; June 12-13 

REXALL PLACE 7424-118 Ave « ISolated INci- 
dent—Global Thermo Comedy Tour with Dane 
Cook « June 7, 8pm + $30-$100 at TicketMaster 


United Church, Red Deer, 1.6073 * 
ae Aca Mi 6073 


BISEXUAL WOMEN'S COFFEE GROUP - A social 
cunt bi-curious and bisexual women 

2nd Tue of the month, 8pm  groupsyahoo.com/ 
group/bwedmonton 

BOOTS BAR AND LOUNGE 1024-106 St, 
780.423.5014, www:bootsbar.ca « 2nd Thu: Ilusions 
Social Club « 3rd Wed: Edmonton O Society + and 
Tue: Edmonton Rainbow Business Association « 
Every Fri: Philosophy Café « Fri and Sat DJ SeXXXy 
Sean 10-3 + Long Weekend Sundays feature the 
Stardust Lounge with Miss Bianca and Vanity Fair 
BUDDYS NITE CLUB 11725B Jasper Ave, 
780.488.7736 » Nightly 9pm-3am, Fri 8-3pm + Sun: 
Rotating shows with Mz Bianca and Mz Van- 
ity Fair in The Stardust Lounge and GoDiva and 
Donnatella NE: in The GoDonna Show, DJ West- 
CoastBabyDaddy « Mon: Amateur strip contest with 
Mia Fellow, midnight, DJ WestCoastBabyDaddy 

+ Tue: Free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser + 
Wed: Hump day with DJ Sean «Thu: Wet 
underwear contest with Mia Fellow, inane) 
WestCoastBabyDaddy + Fri: We made ‘em famous! 
DJ Eddy Too; come early to avoid lineup, no 
cover before 10pm « Sat: Undie night for men only, 
free pool and tourney, DJ Arrowchaser 


EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS (EPT) Unitarian 
Church of Edmonton, 10804-119 St « A group 
of older gay men and their admirers who have 
common interests meet the and Sun, 2:30pm, 
most months for a social period, a short 
meeting and a guest speaker, discussion panel 
or a potluck supper. Special interest groups 
meet for other social activities throughout 

the month. E: edmontonpt@yahoo.ca, www. 
primetimersww.org/edmonton 


GLBT SPORTS AND RECREATION www. 
teamedmonton.ca + Women’s Drop-In Recre- 
ational Badminton; Oliver School Gym, 10227- 
118 St,780.465.3620; Wed, 6-7:30pm « Bootcamp; 
Lynnwood Elementary School at 15451-84 Ave; 
Mon, 7-8:15pm; bootcamp@teamedmonton. 
ca» Bowling: Gateway Lanes, 100, 3414 Gateway 
Blvd; Sat, 5-7pm; bowling@teamedmonton.ca 
+ Curling: Mon, 7:15-9:15pm), Granite Curling 
Club; 780.463.5942 + Running: Sun, Tue, Thu; 
running@teamedmonton.ca » Swimming: NAIT 
pool, 1762-106 St; Tue, 8-9pm, Thu, 7:30-8:30pm; 
swimming@teamedmonton.ca « Volleyball: 
Tue Recreational: Mother Teresa Elementary 
School at 9008-105A, 8-10pm; Thu intermediate: 
Amiskiwaciy Academy, 101 Airport Rd, eaonmts 
recyoll @teamedmonton.ca; volleyball@ 
teamedmonton.ca « YOGA (Hatha): Free Yoga 
every Sun, 2-3:30pm; Korezone Fitness, 203, 
10575-1315 St, yoga@teamedmonton.ca 
ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB: CROSSDRESSERS 
780.387.3343 « meet monthly For info go to 
groupsyahoo.com/group/edmonton_illusions/ 
LIVING POSITIVE 404, 10408-124 St, www. 
edmlivingpositive.ca, 1.877.975.9448/780.488.5768 
+ Providing confidential peer support to people 
living with HIV + Tue, 7-9pm: Support group 
Daily drop-in, peer c 
MAKING ara SWIMMING oe ae xy 
geocities.com/makingwaves_edm + Recreation 
competitive swimming. Socializing after prac- 
tices » Every Tue, Thu 
PLAY NIGHTCLUB 10220-103 St, www.p) it 
dlub.ca « Open Thu, Fri, Sat - The first bar for the 
Soper fe open in a decade with DJs 
Brown and Eddie Toonflash 
PRIDE CENTRE OF EENONTON 93100 Ave, 
780.488.3234, www.pridecentreofedmonton.org 
popentue Fe 1-10pm, Sat 2-6:30pm » LGBT 
iors Drop-in: Every Tue/Thu, 2-4pm » CA: 
‘Thu (7pm) « Suit Up and Show Up: AA bi book 
study group meet every Sat, noon + Youth Un- 
derstanding Youth: Up to 2s years, support and 
social meet every Sat, 7-9pm; yuy@shaw. 


-30am-12:30pm + Trans Educati - 
rt Group: Meet the 1st and 3rd Sun, 2-4pm, ¢ 
a ae Peat tata org - Men Tubing 
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with Pride: eee ir: Rob Wells rob- 
com + it Group: 
Meet (ares aera be is 


der, 
Transsexual, Intersex and Questioning (TT1Q) 
Alliance; Support meeting and Tue each month, 
730pm See aneen) Intersex and 
Questioning. ion, advocacy and support 
for men, women and youth; PFLAG Edmonton: 
Meet the ist Wed each month, 7pm « Free short- 


term, solution-focused drop-in co ling; Wed, 
7-10pm » YouthSpace: drop-in for TeeToe 
youth up to 25; Tue-Sat, 3-7pm 


PRISM BAR 10524-1012 St, 780.990.0038 « Eve 
Wed: Free Pool; Karaoke, 9pm-midnight « Thurs: 
Prism Pool League; 7-11:30pm « Fri: Steak Nites; 
5-9pmn; DJ at 9:30pm. 

RO} UNITED CHURCH 
10209-123 St, 780.482.1587 + Soul OUTing: an 
LGBT-focused alternative worship « 2nd Sun 
each month, 7pm; worship Sun, 10:30am; people 
of all sexual orientations welcome. A LGBT 
monthly book club and film night. Info email 
jravenscroft@rwuc.org 


‘ST PAUL'S UNITED CHURCH 11526-76 Ave, 
780.436.1555 « People of all sexual orientations are 
welcome « Every Sun (10am worship) 


WOMONSPACE 780.482.1794, www.wom- 
onspace.ca, womonspace@gmail.com « A 
Non-profit lesbian social organization for 
Edmonton and surrounding area. Organized 
monthly activities from dances, games nites, 
golf tournament, etc. Monthly newsletter 
and reduced rates included with member- 
ship. Confidentiality assured + Hellenic Hall, 
10450-116 St » Womonspace Pride Open 
dance, no minors + Sat, June 13, 9pm-am « $15 
(member)/$20 (non-member) available at the 
Womonspace booth at Churchill Sq 


WOODYS 11723 J: ae Ave, 780.488.6557 » Open 


Daily (noon) « Sat-Tue Karaoke with Tizzy and 
Patrick « Sat-Sun Pool Tournaments 


ALBERTA BALLET HOUSE AND GARDEN 
TOUR Various Venues throughout Edmonton « 
Fundraiser for Alberta Ballet + June 13-14, 1.am- 
spm » $40 (one-day self-guided tour); $60 (one- 
day bus tour) at TicketMaster, albertaballet.com/ 


BRAIN TUMOUR FOUNDATION OF CANADA 
Hawrelak Park, 1.800.265.5106 + Spring Sprint: 
425 kms walk or H kms run; a national walk-a- 
thon in support of Canadians living with a brain 
tumour « June 6, 9am 

BRIDGE SONGS Avenue Theatre, 9030-118 Ave, 
www. bridgesongs.ca « Be Not Afraid: Art in the 
Face of Fear « June 6, 7pm. 


COME OUT AND PLAY DAY Kinsmen Sports 
Centre, 9100 Walterdale Hill « A collaboration 
between the Arctic Frontrunners, Samsara Yoga, 
Free To Be Volleyball, Pride Tennis and Rainbow 
Slo Pitch. All events are open « June 14 + Free 


CREATIVE AGE FESTIVAL www.creativeagefesti- 
val.ca « An event encouraging seniors to become 
involved in arts programs, and celebrates the 
contributions senior artists have made in 
Edmonton. Includes a Creative Aging Symposium 
with speakers, Gene Cohen and Jill P. Weaving; 
wasshops at the Timms Centre (U of A) June 
9-16 + a ete for workshops and sympo- 
sium at TI o the Square 
EDMONTON PRIDE FESTIVAL www.prideed- 
monton.org + Parade, celebration in the Square; 
June 12-22 + Panel Discussion: Stanley Milner 
Public Library, Centennial Room: Sons and 
Daughters in the Closet: The Family's Coming Out 
Experience; Tue, June 16, 7pm; free 
THE HEART OF THE CITY FESTIVAL Giovanni 
Caboto Park, Little Italy, www.hotemficom « Two 
stages with 10 hours of non-stop entertainment, 
artisan tents, face painting, food, and roving art- 
ists « Sun, June 7, sam-9pm + Free 
ICLEI WORLD CONGRESS - June 14-18 « www. 
iclei.org/worldcongress 
JAPANESE GARDEN SPRING FESTIVAL Devonian 
Botanic Garden, Hwy 60, 5 km north of Devon, 
www.devonian.ualberta.ca/events.cfm + June7 
KIDS WITH CANCER SOCIETY Hawrelak Park « 
The Kids With Cancer Society (KWCS) and Ledcor 
Group of Companies annual relay/walk + Sun, 
June 14 « Register online at www.runningroom. 
com, www-kidswithcancer.ca 
LEGACY PARK FAMILY FESTIVAL 780.992.6261, 
www.edmontonscountryside.com « F; Festi- 
val in Fort Saskatchewan skm Fun falk open 
to all ages « June 6, 10am-3pm + Free 
PADDLEFEST Rundle Park Paddling Centre, 
www.mecca/paddlefest * Geared to getting people 
on the water hosted by Mountain Equipment Co- 
op (MEC) « Sat, June 13, 10am + Free 
PECHA KUCHA NIGHT Shaw Conference Centre, 
Hal] B « Presented by Next Gen, a night for 
yo 3 network, and discuss 

i jects. Each designer gives a presentation 
bir i each shown for 20 seconds, 
total presentation time of 6 minutes 40 seconds 
«June 16 « $7 (student)/$9 (adult) at TIX on the 
Square, www.pecha-kucha.org/cities/edmonton 


RELAY FOR LIFE wow cancerca/relay mB. 
« Fri, June 12 at the Stony Plain Footb: "pelt 
the Tri-Municipal area 

STROLL FOR LIVER Louise Riverfront 
Park, 547, worw.liver.ca + akids 
ee eee evarock coucerto Sh 
June 6 « Register on website or by phone 


+ /:4o, \O030-02STREET 
ole, INFO: 428-STAR 


06/05 mums muss 


ORDER OF CHAOST ORGANIC BC BUDS 


AND THES 1S WARD cTCky BUDS / CHRIS ORGANIK 


8G/OG Fommaron concenTs & on SMAP PRESENT 06/06 


LIONS FOR SHEEP} 


NEWBORN GHOSTS / THE PAINT MOVEMENT 


06/05 


THERMMARTINGALES 


SJOERD MEYER 


= 
ee BRILL 


6/05 2 OM EVEN WITH TEMPLE 


GHISLAIN POIRIER / SOUTH RAKKAS CREW 
©G/40 Foowarmn concerts presors 


CURRENT SWELL 


ROGER THAT / THE SOULICITORS 
06/12 FoonEETs meats 


SKREAM iu QUESTER 


PHATCAT / J DEGREE / INSTINCT /D) ELEVEN VS SPALE AGE 


FELIM DA HOUSECAT Sees 


ONG OF OURSELVES 


OG/24 LIVENATION PRESENTS 


KATE VOEGELLE 


LASCIVIOUS BURLESOUE 


GIVE'EM HELL BOYS / THE FROLICS 


THE MITTS 2 Gb 
HEAT RAY / ALLISAIR QUASSUM 


FROM TORONTO 


HOLLERADO & SLIM TWIG 


OG/ZE_ WOON EVENTS PRESENTS 


on 4 
EARLY MAN / HAIL THE TITAN 


©G/2S FOUNDATION CONCERTS PRESENTS 


THE DEAD SCIENCE 


Wil FOND OF TIGERS £ GUSTS 
THEREBEL SPELL / FARLERS FURY / THE VROLOX fossa 


pe IS 


TEAL A 
te DP 4 


IVIEMBERS & GUESTS FACILITY 


BEHIND STARLITE ROOM 


SOUTHROOT & GUESTS 


Sue @ F Ls ey eg & 
with DEGREE, COBRA COMMANDER, 
DJ BATTERY ax/WEEKLY GUESTS 


06/05 ORGANIC BC BUDS 
STICKY BUDS & CHRIS ORGANIX & GUESTS 


06/19 T.G.1. PSYDAYS 


ildStul 
1 S p t GOL JIM / SCHWAG DANAUS / PULL ON FEMME MARTIAN STATIC & DEERMLED 
WEDNESDAYS | cURELY TEMPLE 
OF DOORS 9PM - $5 COVER 
wiTH Das BUDAKRON BH ep (PTIMK PRIME & MTOR FENAKDO 
WWW.STARLITEROOM.CA 
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LGBT >> BILL 44 (AGAIN) 


Tories: out of step 


. 
* 


By the time you read this column, Bill 44 : 


will have passed third reading in the 
legislature. It's frustrating to know 
that politics in Alberta can be 
predicted with such certainty 
but, after all, even a free vote 
doesnt equal freedom in the 
Stelmack government. 

It's not just queers that 
should be upset; these changes 
in education and so-called "human 


rights" will be an affront to all forward- : 
thinking citizens of this province. Hell, : 
even stagnated-thinking Albertans will : 
have the right to be pissed off as this bill : 


pushes us so clearly in a backwards di- 
rection. It's hard to understand how leg- 
islation that seemingly every citizen and 


by can still manage to pass. Even minis- 
ters Blackett and Hancock seemed to be 
against it, either that or they really are 


to defend their positions. Not that | want : 


to give them any credit, but it's hard to 
believe such bumbling speeches 


a total lack of conviction. 
First they told us that Section 
those parental-opt-out clauses— 


all the fundamentalists and hard-line 
right-wingers in the province so that we 


could finally enshrine protection against : 
discrimination for sexual orientation into : 
the Human Rights Act. It's kind of hard to : 
: understand why our government feels they 
: have to do something wrong just to get 
? away with doing something right. But they : 
organization in the province is offended : 
: lective head and telling us to move on. Now 
: we have to wonder if it wasn't the other way = 
: all along, That they (and by they | mean Ted : 
just terrible speakers who can't manage : 


told us not to worry, patting us on the col- 


Morton of course, the man quickly becom- 


and non-answers could be de- : 
rived from anything other than : 


9—the horrific part with all : form of discrimination against us. It cannot $ 


: be put strongly enough that we have offi- : 
had been added just to placate 


: ingmaster puppeteer to the Tory caucus, our 
very own Karl Rave) wanted desperately to 


: censor important discussions in the educa- = 
: tion system and were willing to throw inthe : 
: towel on enshrining gay protection just to : 


c do it. Boy, you know it's a scary amendment 
: when theyll give that up for it. 


: writing in gay rights and putting “parental 
: choice" into the Human Rights Act all our 
= government has done is to legalize another 


: cially written homophobia into our schools. 
: We have told teachers that they must not 


> talk about homosexuality unless it's man- = 
dated by the curriculum. And | don't know : 
if you've noticed, but LGBTQ issues don't : 
: actually come up in the Alberta curriculum 
: aside from 10 minutes somewhere in high 
= school Even the best of teachers is not go- : 
: ing to take the chance of saying something : 
: or having a discussion that could land them : 
> jin front of the human rights commission. 


It really is a marvel that our Tory govern- 
ment is able to perform a feat such as en- 


: shrining protection against discrimination 


: while legislating discrimination into our edu- 


: cation system. It's just another example of 


is. It's important to note that there was little 
: to no backlash when the announcement 


: came out about putting in the protection. 
: blog posts condemning Section 9, | haven't 


: this. Why can't the Tories? 


: Conservative government still: think we're 


more times by now. 

If the only way the ruling party was will- 
ing to write in our protections was by tak- 
ing away healthy discussion in classrooms, 
; we would rather not have it there at all. 


: to make, so it's too bad noon red + 
how ridiculously out of step the ruling party : ask us. Those silly queers, oe = havir F 
: their parades and corrupting young = 
} to give any sort of legitimate feedbacl 
i they're not worth consulting, 

> For every hundred letters to the editor and 
One thing cannot be understated, by : 


This wasn't a tradeoff that we were Ww 


mind 


: Weill just do this for them and they lh; * 
+ damn well be pleased about it ‘ ] 
: seena single one decrying the step forward : 
: in gay rights. Albertans have moved past : where the gay rights movement is at in Aj 
: berta these days. On one side wee oot 
Perhaps more importantly, why does the : 2 


fs getting hard to figure out ox 


Pride parade sponsored by a national ban}, 


t on the other hand we have Bill 44. Back o,, 
: something to be scared of? That the mere : the first side we have gay prom being jel 

: mention of us in schools could lead to the. : yea 
sullying of our students’ young minds? : 
That if kids learn from a young age that be- : ment funding cuts. On the happier 
: ing queer is normal and kind of OK, some- : 
: how it will twist them forever? That they : 
: might—horrors!—even realize that they : 
aren't heterosexual If it was that easy to : 


turn somebody, ! wouldve gotten laid way = 


at the Citadel for kids as young as 12, ang 
at the same time we have gender r 


that the firstsTory MLA has accepted a spot 
to speak at Pride, and that Tory just happens 
to be Lindsay Blackett... wait. what? 

Oh yes, darling to queers all over Alber; 
our minister of culture and community 


: spirit has got a slot at the "Celebration ; 
+ the Square” The "TD Celebration in the 
+ Square,” | mean. It'll be interesting to 

: what sort of reception he receives. Let's 
: make It a rousing one, shall we? 


CLASSIFIEDS 


FAX YOUR FREE LISTINGS TO 780.426.2889 
OR EMAIL LISTINGS@VUEWEEKLY.COM 
DEADLINE: FRIDAY AT 3PM 


‘apeemn presen pecvvcov;0UU OANA 


BIGGEST HEALTH 
DISCOVERY IN 
20 YEARS! 


This patented product 
will be the next 


BILLION DOLLAR GIANT! 


Great opportunity to improve 
your health and wealth! 


For more info call Ken 


780-454-6971 


www.maxtrax4u.com/kenneths 


EE ee 
EDUCATIONAL 


Free Acting Classes. 
sign up at freeactingtips.net 
Audition and camera tips 
www.wvadastudios.com 


Ee SS 


FRAMING 
PICTURE FRAMES 
MOVIE DOSTER Shor 


Bid. 429-040) 


— nl 


CHANGE YOUR LIFE! TRAVEL, TEACH 
ENGLISH: We train you to teach. 1000's of jobs 
ground the world. Next in-class or ONLINE by 
correspondence. Jobs guaranteed. 7712-104 St. 

Call for info pack 1.888.270.2941 


perm/PT. Must have mini-van or truck. 
Looking for reliable, responsible person. 
Ph 780.907.0570 


=e 


Lost and Wanted: Blue and white poncho, last 
seen at the Black Dog Freehouse between 1 am 
- 2am Easter Monday moming. No questions 
asked. Call me at 780.953.8754. Please don't 
machine dry. Return my Famous Blue Poncho! 


MUSICAL INSTRUCTION 


MODAL MUSIC INC. 780.221.3116 
Quality music instruction since 1981. 
Guitarist. Educator. 
Graduate of GMCC music program 


——— ail 


WORKSHOPS 


DRAMAWORKS & ARTSTREK 
Theatre workshops for adults & teens. July 
2009. 780.422.8162 / www.theatrealberta.com 


nn 


INDIE FILM SEEKING ACTORS! 
M/F - 18-60 ~ CREDIT ONLY! 
Auditions held at FAVA (9722-102st.) 
June 13/09 ~10-6pm 
Contact Alissa at 780-482-2662 or 
dayzerofilm@gmail.com 


— 


ARTIST TO ARTIST 


FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE*FREE 
ARTIST/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS 
Need a volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? 
Want someone to jam with? Place up to 20 words 
FREE, providing the ad is non-profit. Ads of more 
than 20 words subject to regular price or cruel 
editing. Free ads must be submitted in writing, 2 
person or by fax. Free ads will run for four weeks, 
if you want to renew or cancel please phone 
Glenys at 780.426.1996) fax 780.426.2889/e-m 
office@vueweekly.com or drop it off at 10303- 
108 St. Deadline is noon the Tuesday before 
publication. Placement will depend upon 
available space 


The Cutting Room is looking for 
Assistants and Stylists 
Please drop off your resume at 
10536 -224 Street 


Allied Arts Council, Spruce Grove invites 
Alberta artists to submit a proposal as feature 
artist for a solo/group show at the Spruce 
Grove Art Gallery in 2010. Deadline: June 30. 
For more info call 780.962.0664 


Drivers wanted: $15+/hr, Wed (night). Thu (day), 
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Call for Artists and Artisans who wish to take 


part in the The Carrot Fine and Designed Mar- 
ket Summer Season. Sat, June 27; Sat, July 25; 
Sat, Aug 2s. Accepting submissions until June 
10 E: karenporkka@yahoo.ca 


Steeps-Old Glenora: for open mic-Spoken 
word. ist Thursday every month. Contact Adam 
Snider to sign up adam.snider@gmail.com 


ie SSS SSS 


A working original top 40 trio requiers a bass 
player. Looking for a professional with a market- 
able image. serious inquires only. Call Roy at 
780-438-2214 


Edmonton International Jazz Festival (EIJF) calls all 
future festival headliners to audition for Jazzworks 
Creative Small Group Workshops, running June 
29-July 4. Deadline: 3pm, June 8; under the age 
of 28 


Heavy/Death metal Warped band looking for 
bassist and drummer. Infl: Lamb of God, Cannibal 
Corpse, Pantara, Slayer. Serious inquires only. 
Spencer at 780.962.7885, Cody at 780.504.0761 


LEAD guitarist needed for death/black metal 
band. Must have pro gear, be willing to tour etc 
and be 18+. Call 780.691.6915 


Volunteer musicians needed to compose/ 
record anti-bullying song. Call Dean Schaller 
at Double D Recording Studio; 780.452.0859; E: 
deanschaller@shaw.ca 


WANTED: JAMMERS for open public monthly 
jam on the second Sunday of the month at 
giig-128A Ave. Rock, country & old time music 
Ph. 780.973.5593, randyglen@JumpUpDj.com 


ee ES SS SS SS 


VOLUNTEER 


Sobey's Symphony Under the Sky (Sept 4-7): 
looking for volunteers. www. edmontonsym- 
phony.com to print volunteer application or 
contact Ashton Ehnes T: 780.401.2522, E: ashton. 
ehnes@winspearcentre.com for info 


Become a volunteer for the Edmonton 
International Fringe Theatre Festival "Stage 
a Revolution" Aug 13-23, 2009. Info at www. 

fringetheatreadventures.ca, T: 780.448.9006, E: 
fta@fringetheatre.ca 


P.A.LS. Project Adult Literacy Society 
Volunteers needed for used book sale on Juneé, 
gam-3pm at the Edmonton Downtown Farmer's 
Market, Jasper Ave, 104 St, 780.424.5514; palsvolun- 

teers2003@yahoo.ca 


Volunteers are needed to assist with heritage 
farnily oriented prograraming at St Albert Grain 
Elevator site on July 3, Aug 29, 12-4pm. Info call 
Debby 780 459 1194, E: de! bys@artsheritage-ca 


Second Chance Animal Rescue Society (SCARS) 
Join Andrea or Alison on Global TV at 9:45am 
every a where they will have many 
adorable and adoptable puppies who are look- 
ing for a new home 


Do you remember someone who believed in 
you when you were a child? Be that person in a 
child's life today. All it takes is one hour a week, 

which may not be much to you but will make 
all the difference in the life of a child. Be a Big 

Brother or Big Sister! Be a Mentor! Call Big 
Brother Big Sister today. 780.424.8181 


Guerrilla Gardening need volunteers. E: theur 


bangreening@gmail.com, T: 780.432.6181 
Facebook: http://edmontongp blogspot.com 


Mill Woods Family Resource Centre /Board _ 
Recruiting 2009. To learn more about our agency, 
visit us at: www.mwire.org 


VOLUNTEER-FREEWILL SHAKESPEARE FEST 
VAL, outdoor theatre for Front-of-House during 
this summer's productions of Titus Andronicus and 
Comedy of Errors. Info: Cassandra at 7804258086, 
volunteer@freewillshakespeare.com 


‘Volunteer website for youth 14-24 years old. www. 
youthvolunteer.ca 


———— Ee 
VOLUNTEER FOR THE UNDERWEAR AFFAIR! 


skm walk/o km run benefiting the Alberta 
Cancer Foundation for cancers below the waist. 
Sat, June 20. Training provided on-site. Sign-up 
at aa ae or call 780.423.2220 
for 


Volunteers Needed for Human Rights Education 

Program. Recruitment for John Humphrey Centre 
for Peace & Human Rights’ Youth Educators fo 

Human Rights volunteer program. Training: June 
27, ¢30@n-4:30pm (lunch incl). Register: Carr 
Malloy E: carrie@jhcentre.org / T: 780.453.263} 


FREEWILL SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL at the 
Heritage Amphitheatre in Hawrelak Park, June 
30-July 26. Volunteer positions for 12 y ap 
and older, call Cassandra at 780.425.3808 


age 


Edmonton Bicycle Commuters (EBC) is lo 
for people te help at the shop or with other 
Contact: info@edmontonbikes.ca 


“A Taste of Edmonton Festival, Volunteers needed 
July 17-26. Info: Tracy Hansen T: 780.422.2822, ext 
22, E: thansen@eventsedmonton.ca 


WANT TO STOP SMAOKING? HICOTINE ANONYMOUS 


MEETINGS: 7PM, EVERY WED, EBENEZER UNITED 


CHURCH HALL, 106 AVE, 163 ST. CONTACT GWYN 


780.443.3020 


WE’RE 


Volunteers needed to “make fun” atthe Edmon 

ton International Street Performers Festival rur 

ning July 3-12; apply online at www.edmonton- 

streetfest.com; E: volunteer@edmontonstr 

com; T: Liz Allison-Jorde 780.425.5162. Volunteers 
must be a minimum of 14 yrs old 


HELP SUPPORT THE YOUTH | 
EMERGENCY SHELTER SOCIETY 
PROGRAMS FOR YOUTH 
780.468.7070; YESS.ORG 


HIRING 


Public Outreach, Canada’s leader in face-to-face 
fundraising, is currently hiring its fall staff. Our 


fundraisers spread awareness and 


raise funds 


for a select group of non profits. 


« $12/h, guaranteed wage 


« Flexible hours 


« Travel and advancement opportunities 


* Perks such as daily coffee and treats 


« Friendly 


A tun, dynamic 


socially conscious co workers 


and inspiring work environment 


Work to make a difference today! 


www.publicoutreach.ca 


edmontonjobs@publicoutreach.ca 


780-436-9896 
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1 he ejaculates within minutes. : 
'do when he calls? What should? : 
d at the time? 


lonce sat ona panel with Craig : 
from Craiglist and I'm imagin- 
ing him being mortified by this : 
entire story. He's a shy boy. | : 


would also dearly love to link to : 
the offending ad, but it seems faint- : 
ly unethical, although it's often said that : 
once you post something on the web, it's : 
public, period, and ripe for linkage. He's 
probably taken it down by now, anyway.| : 
can attest that the ad was lengthy, florid- : 
ly descriptive, occasionally inept (*Bring : 
your noble breasts") and kinky in a cutely 
sophomoric, let-me-mash-grapes-in-you : 
kind of way. It certainly did not read : 
as an offer of a two-minute one-night : 
: stand complete with sexual frustration 


The Carrot needs volunteer dari fons 
or biweekly shifts (traming provided). Volunteer 
host to introduce Friday night’s musical acts. 
Volunteer cleaners (weekly or biweekly cleaning). 
If any of these jobs appeal to you contact Irene at 
7870.471.1580, info@artsontheave.org 


North America's LARGEST Outdoor FREE Art 
& Design Festival! Volunteer! Download your 
application at www.theworks.ab.ca 


Volunteer drivers and kitchen help urgently 
needed. If you're available weekdays, 10am-ipm 
call Meals on Wheels. 780.429.2020 


Assisted Therapy Project uses animals in therapy 
sessions with trained therapists to help the clients 
achieve specific Info: www.chimoproject.ca. 

E: volunt imoproject.ca or T: 780.452.2452 


for enthusiastic volunteers for presentations 
and special events. Call Carmen at 780.444.1547 


Distress Line Listener. Apply on line at: www. 
thesupportnetwork.com or call 780.732.6648 


Have some time to do good things? Why 
not volunteer with HIV Edmonton! Our 
volunteers are fun, outgoing and care about 
our community. We have many opportunl- 
ties for all skill levels, we offer a welcoming 
non-judgmental environment where every- 
‘one can work towards a common cause. 
Contact Helen L, Volunteer Coordinator for 
more information at: helen.\@hivedmonton. 
com or 780.488.5742 Ext. 227. To learn 
more about what we do at HIV Edmonton, 
check out our website at www.hivedmon- 
ton.com or join the Facebook group, HIV 

Edmonton Volunteers. 


5 from 9am to Eom Mon-Fri * Email rob@v 
Leia on ies right Up to 45 charactars per ne» Every lt 


: and dismissive jokes. 


: Not five minutes of sex and then good- 
: night, OK?" If you don't want to see him : 
: again, you say, "No thanks.” 


: sound at all like the brutally macho type 


: More like your typical under-experienced 


: urban dweeb-boy, so you would be quite : told me he's nervous and insecure, and : schoolboy. You are Jeanne Moreau. 


: when we finally got to it, he lasted about : 


: if you're upbeat about it: "That was hot! : 15 seconds. 


; I'm still hot! Cmon, let's do some more.” : 
: Not: "Well, that sucked. In fact, you suck."| : 
: can't see the point of accusing him of pre- 
Mature ejaculation specifically, nor was 
: that his greatest offense. What was, then? 
: False advertising, of course. He proposed : not Judge him and to be patient. I'd like 
: lengthy, goofy, sexy fun to ward off the : 
; looming, glowering gloom of autumn. Did : worth living. But I don't want to coddle : 


: he deliver any of that? No, he did not, and : or condescend to him. | also have no 


Do you love the ARTS? Join us and be a part of 


Volunteer with your Pet, The Chimo Animal 


CANADIAN LIVER FOUNDATION is looking 


‘The Support Network Volunteer today to be a 


Ss 10303-108 St. Edmonton 
Biel “oe + Allow one space following punctuation 
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| want to do the stuff you said in the ad! : 


There are ways to ask for more without : 
one Is not allowed to say anything but : 


not worth playing with. Yours doesn't : 


safe in expressing an opinion, especially : 


? you would have been within your rights = 
- What to do if he calls? Doesn't that : 


: depend on whether you wish to see him : his ad, though, I notice that he included: 
: again? If you do, you will have to say, "But : 


an escape clause: "Not looking for mind- 


: blowing, end-of-the-world sex" 
: Love, Andrea 


: Dear Andrea: 


: great for him in the past; with his ex he : 
: "Wow! That was the best sex ever!" are ? always Initiated, she never seemed to humiliation or scorn, lacks essential hot- 


enjoy anything he tried, she refused to 


sentful, and now he's afraid of sex. He 


to show him how great sex makes life : 


: experience dealing with quick ejacula- 
to point this out. On closer reading of = tors. (It only happened once, but I'd like 
: to know some techniques for keeping it 
: from happening again.) 

: Love, Mama Teach 


: Dear Mama: 


: He is, for your purposes, a babe in the 
: | recently hooked up with an inexperi- = 


: bruising a boy's ego. The ones to whom : 


; woods. Coddle all you want. | wouldn't 
} enced 23-year-old man. Sex has not been : 


Suggest actually condescending to him, if 


= only because condescension, unlike, Say, 


: mess. Assume that he is attracted to you 


offer suggestions, they both became re- ; atleast in some part for your worldliness, 


: and play it up. He is a tender, pink-eared 


There is no instant technique applicable 


+ to premature ejaculation (and yes, 15 sec- 
! find this guy unbelievably hot. | : 


: wouldn't have guessed he was so inex- : 
} perienced, and | get turned on thinking 
: about how some really great fucking 


: could rock his world. So far, I've tried to : itis likely nothing but nerves. Far simpler, 


onds is premature); it's all longer-term 
stuff. If interested, he can apply himself 


: to his studies and gradually train himself 
: out of coming so quickly, especially since 


+ though, is the magical solution available 
; mostly to very young men and their part- 
fers; do it again. And again. And again. 

: Love, Andrea 


SACE-Public Education Program: Sexual 
Assault Centre of Edmonton (www.sace.ab.ca) 
provides crisis intervention, info, counsel- 
ing, public education. T: 780.423.4102/F: 
780.421.8734/E: info@sace.ab.ca; www.sace. 
ab.ca/24 Hour Crisis Line: 780.423.4121 


Are you an International Medical Graduate 


seeking licensure? The Alberta International 
Medical Graduates Association is here to help. 
Support, study groups, volunteer opportuni- 
ties—all while creating change for tomorrow. 


www.aimga.ca 


Canadian Mental Health Association, www. 


cmha-edmonton.ab.ca Education Program of- 

fer workshops to give skills to intervene with 

people who may be at risk for suicide. Follow 
the links to ASIST or call 780.414.6300 


Have you been affected by another person's 


sexual behaviour? S-Anon is a12-Step fellow- 
ship for family members and friends of sex 
addicts. T; 780.988.4411 for info, or visit www. 
Sanon.org 


SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL FOOD BANK 


100s of HOT local Singles 

It's FREE to try! 18+ 
780.669.2323 
403-779.0999 


3p SEXIEST CHAT! 
Call now! FREE to try! 18+ 
780.665.6565 
403,313.33. 


ALL HOT SEXY BABES 


SteamWorks Gay & Bi Mens Bathhouse. 24/7 


11745 Jasper Ave. 780.451.5554 
www.steamworksedmonton.com 


LOCAL CHAT. CALL FREE: code 2315 


Try Cruel Tert for free. Text “xtra” tm SPREE ~ wrwrw.cruteaine.co 


Calgary 
403-313-3311 


Other cities 


1-877-834-4044 


“6565 


ee ee SO 


TAvAT 


ae 


HOT 


ao) 


Calgary 
403-313-3330 


1-900-287-0000 sas,omin 


780.413.7122 


1.900.451.2853 (75 min/S24*) 
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New 


University of Alberta Libraray 
PO Box 41021 

5th Floor Cameron 
Edmonton, AB 

T6G 2)8 


PHOENIX : CHANGE 


Wolfgang Amadeus Phoenix Appeal To Reason Songs Around The — 


HEAR THIS AT 


| TIGA 
= oRe | aaa 
Love Hate And Then There You ; | Ciao! 


heppe Bb iy 
tir 


The Promise it, 


yi 


beckcom 


| listen-watch-play Am\ 
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